
PO BOX 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

(406) 444-3064
FAX (406) 444-3036Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee

62nd Montana Legislature

SENATE MEMBERS HOUSE MEMBERS COMMITTEE STAFF
ALAN OLSON--Chair TONY BELCOURT--Vice Chair SONJA NOWAKOWSKI, Lead Staff
VERDELL JACKSON ROBYN DRISCOLL TODD EVERTS, Staff Attorney
JIM KEANE HARRY KLOCK DAWN FIELD, Secretary
CLIFF LARSEN AUSTIN KNUDSEN

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION STAFF:  SUSAN BYORTH FOX, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • DAVID D. BOHYER, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF RESEARCH
AND POLICY ANALYSIS • TODD EVERTS, DIRECTOR, LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE • HENRY TRENK, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

TECHNOLOGY • JOE KOLMAN, DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY OFFICE

May 1, 2012

To: ETIC members
From: Sonja Nowakowski, ETIC staff
Re: Universal System Benefits (USB) program

Attached is a copy of the 2011 USB reports submitted by Montana-Dakota Utilities, the
Montana Electric Cooperatives' Association, and NorthWestern Energy. Public utilities
and cooperative utilities are required to submit an annual summary report of universal
system benefits programs.

Title 69-8-402, MCA and House Bill No. 27, approved by the 2009 Legislature, requires
the ETIC to "review the universal system benefits programs, and, if necessary, submit
recommendations regarding these programs." The ETIC conducted its formal review in
November 2011 and did not recommend any changes to the program. If you would like
the committee to revisit the topic in July, please let staff know. 
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