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**x* Joint Resolution No. ****
Introduced By R R I I S S S I S S S

By Request of the **x**xxxx

A Joint Resolution of the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the State of Montana expressing the support of the legislature
of Montana for the water conpact renegotiated by the Confederated
Sal i sh and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, Mntana,

the State of Montana, and the United States of Anerica.

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the state to seek negoti ated
settlenments of federal and Indian reserved water rights clains in
Mont ana under Title 85, chapter 2, part 7, MCA, and

VWHEREAS, Montana has a | ong, successful history of
negotiating with Indian tribes water rights conpacts that
guantify and pronote devel opnent of the reserved water rights,
protect state-based water right owners, and avoid costly,
protracted litigation; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to this policy, the Montana Reserved Water
Ri ghts Conpact Comm ssion, under section 85-2-702(1), MCA is
authorized to negotiate the settlenent of water rights clains
filed by Indian tribes or on their behalf by the United States
claimng reserved waters within the State of Mntana; and

WHEREAS, negoti ated agreenents have been ratified by the
| egi slature with every federally recognized tribe in Mntana,

except for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes; and
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VWHEREAS, the Montana Reserved Water Ri ghts Conpact
Comm ssi on, the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, and the
United States reached final agreenent on a water rights conpact
on February 26, 2013, but the agreenent was not ratified by the
63rd Montana Legi sl ature and has since returned to negoti ation;
and
WHEREAS, ratification of the final Confederated Salish and
Koot enai Tribes water rights conpact with Montana is essential to
provide legal certainty with regard to the water rights of I|ndian
and non-
| ndi an water rights holders; and
WHEREAS, state law requires legislative ratification of any
conpact entered into pursuant to section 85-2-702, MCA; and
VWHEREAS, the conpact is expected to be ratified by the
Legi slature in 2015; and
WHEREAS, a failure to ratify the conpact would result in

prohi bitively expensive litigation.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That when a conpact is agreed upon by the Montana Reserved
Wat er Rights Conpact Comm ssion, the Confederated Salish and
Koot enai Tribes, and the United States, the nenbers of the Senate
and the House of Representatives of the State of Mntana shal
t hen support the passage of the conpact.

- END -
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