
Senate Bill 326 
Report to the Environmental Quality Council 

 
Senate Bill 326, passed during the 2015 legislative session, requires the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) 
to report to the Environmental Quality Council the following information associated with recreational use on state trust lands: 
(a)  existing road closures and restrictions on state lands;  
(b)  anticipated road closures and restrictions on state lands; and  
(c)  ongoing travel management planning on state lands or foreseeable travel management planning by the department or by the 
department in conjunction with federal agencies conducting travel management planning that may impact state lands. 

 
Existing Road Closures 
Road use in association with recreation is limited to federal, state & county roads, and roads designated as open by the DNRC.  Since 
passage of the bill, there have been no closures of recreational use roads that were previously designated as open. 
 
Roads on classified forest lands are generally managed in accordance with the Habitat Conservation Plan for those lands.  The 
Administrative Rules for Forest Management stipulate that the number of roads constructed for both short and long term forest 
management activities be minimized and to plan, when possible, road systems cooperatively with adjacent landowners.  This rule also 
directs DNRC to close or abandon roads that are non-essential to management plans. 
 
Recreational Use Restrictions 
Attached is a list of existing recreational use restrictions and closures on state lands.  There have been no new restrictions enacted 
since passage of SB326, and 1 restriction in Gallatin County has been removed. 
 
Anticipated Road Closures and Restrictions 
Outside of forest management activities, there are no anticipated road closures planned nor are there any new recreational use 
restrictions planned or in the process. 
 
Travel Management Planning 
The Department’s Southern Land Office in Billings is currently reviewing travel management on state lands within that area. 
 
The Department is currently participating in the following travel planning activities on Federal lands: 
•  BLM Miles City Field Office – The BLM is currently conducting inventories of existing roads including those on state trust lands. 
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•  BLM High Line Resource Management Plan - BLM has completed road inventory and evaluation of the Little Rockies and 
Frenchman area as well as most of the Sage Grouse habitat areas. 
•  The Custer - Gallatin National Forest started a four year process of revising their Forest Management plan which will update the 
Custer National Forest Management Plan adopted in 1986 and the Gallatin National Forest Management Plan adopted in 1987.  An 
Inter-Governmental Working Group has been established, of which DNRC is a participant. 
•  The Helena/Lewis and Clark National Forest Plan revisions are currently in progress.  An Inter-Governmental Working Group has 
been established, of which DNRC is a participant. 
•  BLM – Park/Gallatin/Broadwater:  The BLM recently released a travel management plan and associated environmental assessment 
for Park, Gallatin and Broadwater Counties.  DNRC is currently reviewing those documents. 
•  Southwest Montana Travel Management group which includes DNRC, Beaverhead County, BLM, Red Rock National Wildlife 
Refuge and the USFS.  Recent discussions have focused on addressing issues in the Sage Creek and Muddy Creek drainages.  



County Closure/Restriction Type T - R - S Restriction (if applicable) Reason Comments

Beaverhead Restriction Permanent 13S 4W 16
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety
Closed to Rifle Hunting. Duffner Ranch-
Long Creek

Beaverhead Restriction Permanent 4S 8W 36 Archery Only Public Safety

Hunters are authorized to traverse the 
State Lands with weapons intended for 
use within the high water marks of the 
river. Raffety Ranch

Beaverhead Restriction Permanent 4S 9W 36
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety Closed To Rifle Hunting. Wueste Ranch

Beaverhead Restriction Permanent 7S 8W 16 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety
SE 1/4 Closed to Rifle and Muzzleloader 
Hunting. Sweetwater road

Blaine Restriction Permanent 30N 19E 13 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Property/Site Protection
Firearms prohibited west of county 
road

Blaine Restriction Permanent 30N 19E 24 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Property/Site Protection
Firearms prohibited west of county 
road

Blaine Restriction Permanent 31N 19E 16 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Property/Site Protection
Discharge of firearms prohibited east of 
county road

Blaine Restriction Permanent 31N 19E 36 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Property/Site Protection
Discharge of firearms prohibited in 
area east of county road

Broadwater Restriction Permanent 7N 1E 36 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety
Firearms Prohibited, Old River road 
Townsend

Carbon Restriction Permanent 9S 25E 16 Prairie Dog Shooting Prohibited Wildlife Protection Prairie Dog Shooting Prohibited

Cascade Restriction Permanent 18N 1W 35 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety
Archery and Shotgun hunting only 
Cascade

Cascade Restriction Permanent 19N 1E 36
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety
Rifles prohibited-changed to read 
archery, shotgun & muzzleloader only 
Tracey Mikes

Cascade Closure Permanent 19N 2W 20 Full Closure Property/Site Protection Bird Tail/Full Closure/N2NE4 
Cascade Restriction Permanent 22N 3E 36 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety Proximity to surrounding homes
Custer Closure Permanent 7N 53E 16 Full Closure Property/Site Protection Closed to all recreational use
Fallon Closure Permanent 8N 57E 36 Full Closure Property/Site Protection Closed to all recreational use
Fergus Restriction Permanent 15N 18E 36 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety Archery and Shotgun Use only
Flathead Restriction Permanent 27N 19W 14 Archery & Shotgun Only Property/Site Protection Archery and Shotgun Use only
Flathead Restriction Permanent 29N 22W 36 Closed to Hunting Public Safety Closed to Hunting



Flathead Restriction Permanent 32N 22W 32 Firearm Discharge Restriction Public Safety
Target shooting prohibited paralleling 
the Lower Whitefish Road due to 
vicinity of trail system

Gallatin Restriction Permanent 1N 4E 32 Archery Only Public Safety
Archery Only, surrounded by 
subdivision, homes within 1/4 mile. 

Gallatin Restriction Permanent 1N 4E 33 Archery Only Public Safety
Archery Only, surrounded by 
subdivision, homes within 1/4 mile. 

Gallatin Restriction Permanent 1S 4E 11 Archery Only Public Safety
Archery Only, surrounded by 
subdivision, homes within 1/4 mile. 

Gallatin Restriction Permanent 1S 4E 8 Archery Only Public Safety
Archery Only, surrounded by 
subdivision, homes within 1/4 mile. 

Gallatin Restriction Permanent 2S 6E 21 Archery Only Public Safety
Archery Only, surrounded by 
subdivision, homes within 1/4 mile. 

Gallatin Restriction Permanent 2S 6E 28 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Only

Jefferson Closure Permanent 6N 4W 16 Full Closure Property/Site Protection
Full Closure east of I-15/Dave Reider 
home place and I-15.

Lewis and Clark Closure Temporary T12N R5W 36 Full Closure Public Safety
Closure is for the 9 acre log storage 
area in the SE¼NE¼ only.

Lewis and Clark Restriction Permanent 19N 7W 2 Archery Only Public Safety Archery only east of HWY 435

Lewis and Clark Restriction Permanent 19N 8W 3 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety Archery and Shotgun only, JT Weisner

Lewis and Clark Restriction Permanent 19N 8W 4 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety Archery and Shotgun only, JT Weisner

Lewis and Clark Restriction Permanent 20N 6W 16 Rifles Prohibited Public Safety Use of rifles is prohibited-Augusta

Lewis and Clark Restriction Permanent 20N 7W 36 Archery Only Public Safety
Changed from hunting prohibited to 
archery only in 2012, Tee Bar

Lincoln Restriction Permanent 37N 27W 36 Hunting Prohibited Public Safety
Closed to All Licensed Hunting due to 
proximity of dwellings and Hwy. #93.

Madison Restriction Permanent 3S 6W 16
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety
Closed to Rifle Hunting. Hamilton 
Ranch



Madison Restriction Permanent 3S 6W 20
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety
Closed to Rifle Hunting. Melrose Bench 
Road, West of Twin Bridges. 

Madison Restriction Permanent 3S 6W 29
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety
Closed to Rifle Hunting. Melrose Bench 
Road, West of Twin Bridges. 

Madison Restriction Permanent 3S 6W 30
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety
Closed to Rifle Hunting. Melrose Bench 
Road, West of Twin Bridges. 

Madison Restriction Permanent 4S 5W 16 Archery Only Public Safety
Closed to rifle, shotgun, and 
muzzleloader hunting. House Prox. 
Wisconsin Creek, Sheridan 

Madison Closure Permanent 4S 6W 16 East of Co rd/ East Bench Rd. Property/Site Protection
Closed to all hunting due to Pivot in 
field. Martin Ranch - Van Davis Ranch

Madison Restriction Permanent 4S 8W 36 Archery Only Public Safety

Hunters are authorized to traverse the 
State Lands with weapons intended for 
use within the high water marks of the 
river. Raffety Ranch

Missoula Restriction Permanent 13N 18W 30 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety
Discharge of Firearms Prohibited - 
Consistent w/ surrounding USFS land

Missoula Restriction Permanent 13N 18W 30 No Camping/Campfires Public Safety
No camping, campfires - Consistent w/ 
surrounding USFS land

Missoula Restriction Permanent 16N 15W 12 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety
Firearms Prohibited, 1/4 sec. 
surrounded by Double Arrow 
Subdivision

Park Restriction Permanent 7S 7E 16 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety
Use of rifles (exlcuding 
muzzleloaders/shotguns) is prohibited. 
Archery hunting OK

Petroleum Closure Permanent 17N 25E 16 Hunting Prohibited Exchange of Use
Pvt land in All Sec 1 and NE4 Sec 3, 
T18N, R24E open for rec use

Phillips Closure Permanent 22N 24E 36 Hunting Prohibited Wildlife Protection SE 1/4 - Slippery Ann Closed area/CMR

Phillips Restriction Permanent 22N 29E 16 Prairie Dog Shooting Prohibited Wildlife Protection Prairie Dog shooting prohibited

Phillips Restriction Permanent 24N 27E 36 Prairie Dog Shooting Prohibited Wildlife Protection Prairie Dog shooting prohibited



Powell Restriction Permanent 15N 12W 16 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety
Firearms Prohibited south of corrals 
and west of the Monture Cr Road

Powell Restriction Permanent 8N 9W 36 Rifles Prohibited Public Safety Archery & Shotgun Only
Ravalli Restriction Permanent 10N 19W 15 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety Discharge of Firearms Prohibited
Ravalli Restriction Permanent 10N 19W 16 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety Discharge of Firearms Prohibited
Ravalli Restriction Permanent 10N 19W 21 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety Discharge of Firearms Prohibited
Ravalli Restriction Permanent 10N 19W 22 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Public Safety Discharge of Firearms Prohibited

Ravalli Restriction Permanent 7N 20W 36 Firearms/Shooting Prohibited Property/Site Protection
Discharge of Firearms 
Prohibited/Closed to Public Use After 
Dark

Richland Restriction Permanent 23N 54E 36 Archery Only Property/Site Protection Archery Hunting Only

Rosebud Closure Temporary 1N 40E 16 Full Closure Public Safety
Within active mine boundary Colstrip 
mine

Rosebud Restriction Permanent 5S 42E 36 Archery Only Property/Site Protection
Archery hunting only West of County 
Road

Rosebud Closure Permanent 6N 40E 28 Full Closure Public Safety
Forsyth Country Club, Quinlan, Howard 
and Merry

Stillwater Closure Permanent 2S 23E 16 NW4 Closed to All Rec Use Property/Site Protection NW4 Closed to All Rec Use

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 10 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 16 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 17 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 20 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 21 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 22 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.



Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 28 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 23N 8W 9 No Camping/Campfires Property/Site Protection
Deep Creek Access Agreement - 
Camping allowed in parking area only 
in NW4NW4  Sec 15.

Teton Restriction Permanent 24N 5W 36 Rifles Prohibited Public Safety
State land adjacent to the City of 
Choteau and residences near by.  Public 
safety

Teton Restriction Temporary 24N 7W 17 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Teton Restriction Temporary 24N 7W 3 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Teton Restriction Temporary 24N 7W 4 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Teton Restriction Temporary 24N 7W 5 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Teton Restriction Temporary 24N 7W 7 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Teton Restriction Temporary 24N 7W 8 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Teton Restriction Temporary 25N 8W 32 TNC Pine Butte Swamp Preserve Property/Site Protection
Special recreational use restriction only 
- Stewardship Lease 10404  - TNC Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve 

Treasure Restriction Permanent 7N 36E 36 Archery & Shotgun Only Public Safety Archery & Shotgun Only
Wheatland Closure Permanent 10N 15E 36 Rec Use not permitted Public Safety Judith Gap Wind Farm

Wheatland Closure Permanent 6N 14E 16 Hunting Prohibited Exchange of Use
Private Land in Sec 8, 17, 20, 7N 15E 
open for rec use

Wibaux Restriction Permanent 12N 58E 16 Archery Only Property/Site Protection Archery Hunting only

Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 25E 10 Firearm Discharge Restriction Public Safety
Shooting prohibited within 200 yds of 
Alkali Creek Road



Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 25E 18 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only
Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 25E 20 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only
Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 25E 22 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only
Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 25E 8 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only
Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 26E 18 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only
Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 26E 20 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only
Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1N 26E 36 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only

Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1S 25E 25
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader Only

Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 1S 25E 36
Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader 
Only

Public Safety Archery, Shotgun & Muzzleloader Only

Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 2N 24E 36 Archery Only Public Safety Archery Hunting Only

Yellowstone Restriction Permanent 2S 24E 36 Recreational Shooting Prohibited Property/Site Protection Licensed Hunting Only
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