
Name Position Organization City 

Beki Brandborg Team Facilitator Mediator Helena 

Caroline Fleming Executive Director Custer Network Against Domestic Abuse Miles City 

Chuck Munson Assistant Attorney General MT Department of Justice Helena 

Connie Harvey Therapist Self-employed Lewistown 

Dan Doyle Professor The University of Montana Missoula 

Dan Murphy Detective Butte-Silver Bow Law Enforcement Butte 

Dennis Loveless Judge City of East Helena East Helena 

Diana Garrett Attorney Montana Legal Services Assoc. Missoula 

Jenny Eck Legislator House of Representatives Helena 

Joan McCracken Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Retired Billings 

John Buttram Licensed Professional Counselor Batterer’s Treatment Program  Kalispell 

John C. Brown District Judge State of Montana Bozeman 

Lee Johnson Supervisor Division of Criminal Investigation Bozeman 

Martha Rhoades Psychiatrist Billings Clinic Billings 

Matthew Dale Team Coordinator Office of Victim Services Helena 

Phoebe Blount Victim Specialist FBI Glasgow 

Roxanne Ross Intelligence Analyst Division of Criminal Investigation Helena 

Sarah Corbally Administrator Child & Family Services Division Helena  

Suzy Boylan Prosecutor Missoula County Missoula 

Warren Hiebert Chaplain Gallatin County Sheriff’s Dept.  Bozeman 

MONTANA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW COMMISSION MEMBERS 



IP HOMICIDES/WEAPON   2012 - 2015  
Kinniburgh Catherine 55 01/03/12 Homicide/Suicide Firearm 

Roberts Suzanne Rene 46 02/24/12 Homicide/Suicide Firearm 
Hawkins Jessica 40 11/13/12 Homicide Beaten to death 
Smith  Alicia Nicole 33 11/19/12 Homicide/Suicide Firearm 
Schowengerdt Tina 66 12/08/12 Homicide Knife 
Salle Tammy 41 12/23/12 Homicide/Suicide Knife 
EngeBretson Ordean 42 02/02/13 Homicide Firearm 
Waller Nicole 32 02/14/13 Homicide   
Yurian Erica 22 05/23/13 Homicide/Shot by officer Firearm 
Johnson Cody 25 07/07/13 Homicide Pushed off cliff 
Newton Chad 37 12/30/13* Homicide Knife 
Schick-Lewis Holly 50 01/06/14 Homicide/Suicide Firearm  
Edwards Thomas 71 02/14/14 Homicide Firearm  
Beeman Dawn 35 03/23/14 Homicide Strangulation 
Roberts Debi 59 03/27/14 Homicide/Suicide Firearm 
Lane Emma Jean 87 05/27/14 Homicide/Suicide Firearm 
Charlo RaeLynn 29 11/18/14 Homicide Firearm 
Beckman Brett 54 11/22/14 Homicide Knife  
Williams Kaileb 20 12/31/14 Shot by officer/Near death Firearm  

Siemion Marjorie 75 02/23/15 Homicide/Suicide Strangulation/Hanging 
Hanewald John 65 03/08/15 Homicide/Suicide Firearm  
Herbert Sejia 30 03/13/15 Suicide/Near death Firearm 
McKinney Kerri Ann 28 04/14/15 Homicide Run over 
Scolatti Kalee 34 05/06/15 Homicide/Suicide + friend Firearm  
Dymon Louis 53 05/22/15 Homicide Knife 
Lee Arie 37 06/07/15 Homicide/Suicide + 3 children Firearm  
Garrett Deborah 57 07/13/15 Homicide Flashlight/Knife 
Mast Robert 25 09/15/15 Homicide Strangulation  



IP HOMICIDES/LOCATION   2012 - 2015  
Kinniburgh Catherine Libby 55 01/03/12 Homicide/Suicide 
Roberts Suzanne Rene Great Falls 46 02/24/12 Homicide/Suicide 
Hawkins Jessica Hamilton 40 11/13/12 Homicide 
Smith Alicia Nicole Bozeman 33 11/19/12 Homicide/Suicide 
Schowengerdt Tina Deer Lodge 66 12/08/12 Homicide  
Salle Tammy Anaconda 41 12/23/12 Homicide/Suicide 
EngeBretson Ordean Whitefish 42 02/02/13 Homicide 
Waller Nicole Kalispell 32 02/14/13 Homicide  
Yurian Erica Worden 22 05/24/13 Homicide/Shot by Officer 
Johnson Cody Kalispell 25 07/07/13 Homicide 
Newton Chad Whitefish 37 12/30/13* Homicide 
Schick-Lewis Holly Darby 50 01/06/14 Homicide/Suicide 
Edwards Thomas Hungry Horse 71 02/14/14 Homicide  
Beeman Dawn Havre 35 03/23/14 Homicide 
Roberts Debi Gardiner 59 03/27/14 Homicide/Suicide 
Lane Emma Jean Superior 87 05/27/14 Homicide/Suicide 
Charlo RaeLynn Charlo 29 11/18/14 Homicide  
Beckman Brett Lame Deer 54 11/22/14 Homicide 
Williams Kaileb Missoula 20 12/31/14 Shot by officer/near death 
Siemion Marjorie Billings 75 02/23/15 Homicide/Suicide 
Hanewald John Great Falls 65 03/08/15 Homicide/Suicide  
Herbert Sejia Kalispell 30 03/13/15 Suicide/Near death 
McKinney Kerri Ann Big Sky 28 04/14/15 Homicide 
Scolatti Kalee Missoula 34 05/06/15 Homicide/Suicide + friend 
Dymon Louis Great Falls 53 05/22/15 Homicide  
Lee Arie Anaconda 37 06/07/15 Homicide/Suicide + 3 children 
Garrett Deborah Great Falls 57 07/13/15 Homicide 
Mast Robert Billings 25 09/15/15 Homicide  
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Name Position Organization City 

Beki Brandborg Team Facilitator Facilitator Helena 

Carla Lott Native American Liaison US Senator Jon Tester Helena 

Charles Robison State Director & Legal Counsel US Senator Steve Daines Helena 

Brandon Walter Special Agent FBI Billings 

Danna Jackson AUSA/Tribal Liaison US Attorney/Dist. of MT Helena 

Earl Sutherland, Jr. Medical Director Big Horn Valley Health Ctr. Hardin 

Eric Barnosky Regional Administrator HHS/CFSD Miles City 

Georgette Boggio Former County Attorney Big Horn County Hardin 

Harlan Trombley Native American Liaison MT Dept. of Corrections Great Falls 

Joan Eliel Team Coordinator MT DOJ-Victim Services Helena 

Jose Figueroa, Jr. Supervisory SA/Chief of Police BIA Crow Agency 

Kelly McDonald Tribal Prosecutor CSK Tribal Court Pablo 

Matthew Dale Director Office of Victim Services Helena 

Mistee Doore Tribal Liaison Montana Legal Services Browning 

Richard Jackson Former Chief Judge Fort Peck Tribal Courts Poplar 

Roni Rae Brady Chief Judge Northern Cheyenne Lame Deer 

Stephanie Iron Shooter Caring Schools Coordinator MT OPI  Billings 

Thomas Limberhand Cultural Advisor/ Advocate Chippewa Cree DHS Box Elder 

L. Jace Kilsback Tribal Health Administrator N. Cheyenne Tribe Lame Deer 

Melissa Schlichting Assistant Attorney General Indian Law Division Helena 

           

        

               

        

Native American Fatality Review Team 



 
 

MONTANA NATIVE AMERICAN INTIMATE PARTNER HOMICIDES 
SINCE 2000 

 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE 
Month/
Day of 
Death 

Year 
of 

Death 
TYPE OF DEATH 

FATALITY 
LOCATION 

WEAPON 

Wolfname, Jr. Anthony 28 02/23 2003 Homicide  Busby Knife 

Flying Sheila 30 05/22 2003 Homicide / Suicide Conrad Firearm 

Spotted Bear Susie 46 08/13 2006 Homicide / Suicide (by hanging) Browning Kick to head 

Eagleman Donald 22 01/01 2007 Homicide Brockton Knife 

George Kimberly Ann 35 02/11 2007 Homicide St. Xavier Head injury 

Whitedirt Herbie 41 11/03 2007 Homicide Lame Deer Firearm 

Small Troy 35 02/11 2008 Homicide Kirby Knife 

Calf Boss Ribs Kimberly 21 03/15 2008 Homicide Havre 
Beaten to 
death 

Robinson Andrew 37 11/26 2008 Homicide Wolf Point Knife 

Crazy Bull Charles 49 06/26 2010 Homicide Poplar Knife 

Charlo Raelynn 29 11/18 2014 Homicide Charlo Firearm 

Beckman Brett 54 11/22 2014 Homicide Lame Deer Knife 



TYPE OF WEAPON USED 

Statewide Native American 

Knife – 50% 

Firearm – 25% 

Head Injury – 17% 

Beaten  - 8% 

Firearm 
76%  

 
Strangulati

on 
4% 
 Knife 
12% 

 Beaten 
3% 

 Other** 
5% 



GENDER 

STATEWIDE NATIVE AMERICAN 

Female 
Perpetrator 

58% 

Male 
Perpetrator  

42 % 
Male perpetrator 

73% 

Female 
perpetrator 

27% 



TYPE OF DEATH 

STATEWIDE   NATIVE AMERICAN 

Homicide &  
Suicide 17% 

Familicides – 0% 

Homicide 
83% Homicide 

37% 

[CATEGORY 
NAME] 

[PERCENTAG
E] 

Familicide 
15% 

Attempted 
Homicide/ 
Perpetrator 

Died 
2% 



AGE RANGE OF VICTIMS 

STATEWIDE NATIVE AMERICAN 

* Includes 7 children, 84 primary victims, 1 girlfriend;  Excludes 335 perpetrators 
Source: MT Department of Justice, Office of Victim Services 
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94 Statewide Intimate Partner Homicide Events 
12 Native American Intimate Partner Homicide Events 



CS & K  TRIBAL 
COURT 

 
CROW TRIBAL COURT 

Tribal Court Hope Cards 



[DRAFT] 

Trends: 
 

• After several years in which there were no Native American IPH deaths, 
2014 brought two. Native Americans remain victims of intimate partner 
homicide at a disproportionate rate in our state.  While constituting 
approximately 7% of the state’s population, they make up 13% of IPH 
events and 11% of intimate partner victims. As in past Indian Country 
deaths, both the victim and perpetrator were Native American. 
 

• In non-Native IPH, females are the perpetrator in 27% of the killings.  In 
Native American IPH, females are the killers 58% of the time. 
 

• In non-Native, female perpetrated IPH a knife is used 37% of the time.  In 
Native American IPH a knife is used 86% of the time.  
 

• Firearms are used in 76% of non-Native killings. In reservation 
communities firearms are used only 25% of the time. 
 

• All Native American IPH have involved both Native victims and 
perpetrators. 
 

• There have been no Native American familicides. 



[DRAFT] 

• Statewide, firearms continue to be the most frequently used weapons. 
 

• Substance abuse, including prescription drugs, was a significant factor in several 
of the killings. 
 

• Most of IPH deaths this biennium occurred West of Billings. Twenty-seven percent 
of the deaths took place in the Flathead. 

• In the majority of incidents, family, friends and/or coworkers were aware of 
violence within the home but did not intervene. 
 

• Three of the perpetrators had significant criminal histories. 
• These killings resulted in significant trauma to minor children who witnessed the 

killing or dealt with its immediate aftermath. Resources provided to the children 
varied tremendously. 
 

• Use of social media/digital technology is becoming much more common in 
perpetrating coercive control [e.g. cyber stalking].  Additionally, it is being used 
more and more to solve DV crimes and in the creation of safety plans.   

Trends: Cont’d 



[DRAFT] 

Recommendations: 
 
• Provide regular training to public assistance case managers on the good 

cause exemption for domestic violence victims, particularly related to child 
support enforcement. 
 

• Continue the collaboration and joint trainings between Montana’s 
Department of Justice, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and the MT – WY Tribal Judges Association. 
 

• Expand the state’s Crime Victim Compensation Program to increase the 
reimbursement rate for funeral expenses.  The $3,500 figure has not been 
raised since 1995 and its limitation can place a financial burden on families 
of those killed in intimate partner homicides. 
 

• Increase the use of trauma-based services among those working with DV 
victims, perpetrators and children who grow up in violent homes. 
 

• Pass legislation focused on strangulation, either creating a new stand-alone 
statute or enhancing existing DV statutes.  



• Institute a statewide child death review team modeled on the adult death 
review teams. 
 

• Expand the use of danger/lethality assessments by law enforcement, victim 
advocates, medical personnel and criminal justice staff. 
 

• Conduct trainings for tribal and non-tribal judges, law enforcement, and 
health professionals on lethality assessments and domestic violence 
screenings so those interacting with victims can better assess the risks 
associated with intimate partner violence. Take steps to educate all 
Montanans on factors unique to Indian Country in order to better 
understand how domestic violence is different in Indian Country.  Examples 
include historical trauma, sexual abuse, and concentrated poverty. 

 
• Strengthen Indian Country multi-disciplinary team efforts in staffing and 

intervening in family violence.  Develop culturally appropriate family 
violence intervention protocols that can be utilized by tribal programs.   

  

Recommendations: Cont’d 
[DRAFT] 
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