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VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 1)

AGENDA (Attachment 2)

COMMITTEE ACTIONS
The Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC):
• Voted to send a letter, as amended by Rep. Zolnikov, to Montana's congressional

delegation regarding solar tariff issues.

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
00:00:01 Rep. Skees called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. The secretary called the 

roll. (Attachment 3) Sen. Richmond was excused and left his proxy with Rep. 
Skees. Sen. McNally was excused and left her proxy with Sen. Wolken.
(Attachment 4)

LETTER TO MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION RE: SOLAR TARIFF ISSUES
00:01:01

00:01:36

00:01:49

00:03:46

Rep. Skees said committee members received a copy of a draft letter written to 
Montana's congressional delegation regarding solar tariff issues (Exhibit 1) and 
a copy of the letter with an amendment added by Rep. Zolnikov. (Exhibit 2) 
Trevor Graff, research analyst, Legislative Services Division (LSD), provided 
information on the letter and the timeline.

Sen. Wolken joined the meeting.

Mr. Graff discussed the draft letter and the amendment by Rep. Zolnikov.

Public comment
00:04:30 Andrew Valainis, executive director, Montana Renewable Energy Association,

spoke in support of sending the letter.

Committee questions and discussion
00:06:35
00:07:49
00:08:23

00:09:52

00:11:09

00:12:31
00:13:05

Rep. Skees asked Rep. Zolnikov about his amendment.
Rep. Skees read the amendment.
Sen. Sales commented on free-trade and said he did not support the letter or the 
amendment.
Rep. Skees asked Sen. Sales if he thought there was any additional action in the 
letter other than the request that any remedy not harm the solar industry.
Rep. Zolnikov said the benefit to producers of the tariffs is to the detriment of 
consumers.
Rep. Skees commented on the impetus of the letter.
Rep. Skees asked Mr. Graff if he had any additional comments on what the trade
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commission is trying to accomplish. Mr. Graff said there will be two more public
hearings on the issue.

00:13:43 Rep. Skees asked the committee if it wanted to take any action.

Motion
00:14:08 Rep. Bishop moved to send the letter, as amended by Rep. Zolnikov, to

Montana's congressional delegation.

Discussion on the Motion
00:14:32 Rep. Skees

Vote
00:15:58

00:16:39

The motion carried 6-2 by roll call vote with Sen. Richmond and Sen. Sales 
voting no. (Attachment 5) Sen. Richmond and Sen. McNally voted by proxy.

Rep. Skees instructed staff to send the letters on behalf of the ETIC.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER NOT CONTAINED IN THIS AGENDA AND THAT IS
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE ETIC
None

OTHER BUSINESS
00:18:01

ADJOURN
00:18:44

Sonja Nowakowski, director, Office of Research and Policy Analysis, LSD, said 
the ETIC received a public comment concerning small water user issues and that 
it will be posted to the website and emailed to committee members.
(Exhibit 3)

Rep. Skees adjourned the meeting at 10:22 a.m.
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