
Agency Bill Draft Requests for SAVA’s Consideration – 2018 
 

 
Agency: Secretary of State 
 
Point of Contact: Sec. of State Corey Stapleton 444- 2827, Chief of Staff Christi Jacobsen 444-2087 
Email and Phone number: Corey.Stapleton@mt.gov, CJacobsen@mt.gov  
 

 
Priority 

# 
 

Short Title Summary/Rationale Statutes to be 
Amended 

 
Fiscal 

Impact? 
Yes/No 

 
1 
 

Clarify land board authority 

Need to clarify that the Board of Land Commissioners, constitutionally provided 
for in Art. X, Sec. 4 of Montana’s Constitution, retains authority over conservation 
easement purchases. This clarification would coordinate the land board’s 
authority with 87-1-209 concerning the acquisition and sale of lands or waters. 

87-1-209 N 

 
2 
 

Codify Montana Supreme Court rule 
on out-of-state attorneys appearing 
without admission to Montana Bar 

 
Currently, under a Montana Supreme Court order concerning rules for admission 
to the State Bar of Montana, an out-of-state attorney or firm may appear pro hac 
vice (i.e, “for this occasion” without admission to the State Bar of Montana) in no 
more than two actions or proceedings in any state court or administrative agency 
in Montana. The proposed bill would codify this provision. [The Sec. of State’s 
Office understands this may precipitate a legal note from Legislative Services 
concerning separation of powers.] 
 

See attachment 
- Pro Hac Vice 
Rules & FAQs, 
Section VI. C. 

N 

 
3 
 

Revise Commissioner of Pol. 
Practices administrative attachment 
to Sec. of State’s Office 

 
Currently, the COPP is administratively attached to the Sec. of State’s Office but 
staffing and budgeting is separate and independent. This bill would revise the 
COPP’s staffing and budgeting of the COPP to be integrated within the Sec. of 
State’s Office. This would eliminate the need to provide General Fund 
appropriations to the COPP because the Sec. of State’s Office is funded through 
proprietary funds (i.e., from administrative fees). The FY 17 GF appropriation to 
the COPP was about $700,000. 
 

2-15-411, 
13-37-112, and 
any related 
sections 

Y 
General fund 

savings 
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