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1 4  1 :  S e c t i o n  1. This  a c t  may be c i t e d  a s  t h e  "llontana 

Env i ro~ lmen ta l  P o l i c y  Act ."  

S e c t i o n  2. The purpose  of  t h i s  a c t  i s  t o  d e c l a r e  a  

s t a t e  p o l i c y  which k r i l l  encourage  p r o d u c t i v e  and e n j o y a b l e  

harmony between man and h i s  envi ronment ;  t o  promote 

e f f o r t s  which w i l l  p r e v e n t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  damage t o  t h e  

environment and b iosphe re  and s t i m u l a t e  t h e  h e a l t h  and 

w e l f a r e  of man; t o  e n r i c h  t h e  unde r s t and ing  of  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  sys tems and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  impor t an t  t o  t h e  

s t a t e ;  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  env i ronmen ta l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l .  

S e c t i o n  3. T h e  l e q i s l a t i v e  assembl.y, r ecoqn iz inq  t h e  

profound impact  o f  man's  a c t i v i t y  on  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  of  

a l l  components of  t h e  n a t u r a l  envi ronment ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  profound i n f l u e n c e s  of p o p u l a t i o n  growth,  h igh -dens i ty  

u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion ,  r e s o u r c e  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  

and new and expanding t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances and recog- 

n i z i n g  f u r t h e r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  impor tance  of r e s t o r i n g  and 



m a i n t a i n i n g  env i ronmen ta l  q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  w e l f a r e  

and development  o f  man, d e c l a r e s  t h a t  it i s  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

p o l i c y  of  t h e  s t a t e  of  Montana, i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

f e d e r a l  government and l o c a l  governments ,  and o t h e r  

concerned p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t o  u s e  a l l  

p r a c t i c a b l e  means and measures ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  and 

t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i n  a  manner c a l c u l a t e d  t o  f o s t e r  

and promote t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e ,  t o  c r e a t e  and m a i n t a i n  

c o n d i t i o n s  under  which man and n a t u r e  can  c o - e x i s t  i n  

p r o d u c t i v e  harmony, and f u l f i l l  t h e  s o c i a l ,  ecomomic, 

and o t h e r  r equ i r emen t s  of  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  

12 ,I of  Montanans. 

( a )  I n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p o l i c y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  

t h i s  a c t ,  it is  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  s t a t e  

of Montana t o  u s e  a l l  p r a c t i c a b l e  means, c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of  s t a t e  p o l i c y ,  t o  improve 

and c o o r d i n a t e  s t a t e  p l a n s ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  programs,  and 

r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  end t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  may-- 

(1) f u l f i l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  each  g e n e r a t i o n  

as t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  envi ronment  f o r  succeed ing  g e n e r a t i o n s ;  

( 2 )  a s s u r e  f o r  a l l  Montanans s a f e ,  h e a l t h f u l ,  

p r o d u c t i v e ,  and e s t h e t i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y  p l e a s i n g  

s u r r o u n d i n g s ;  

( 3 )  a t t a i n  t h e  w i d e s t  r a n g e  of  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e s  of  

t h e  envi ronment  w i t h o u t  d e q r a d a t i o n ,  r i s k  t o  h e a l t h  o r  

s a f e t y ,  o r  o t h e r  u n d e s i r a b l e  and un in t ended  consequences ;  

( 4 )  p r e s e r v e  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l ,  and 

n a t u r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  unique  h e r i t a g e ,  and m a i n t a i n ,  

wherever  p o s s i b l e ,  an envi ronment  which s u p p o r t s  d i v e r s i t y  

and v a r i e t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c h o i c e ;  
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( 5 )  a c h i e v e  a  b a l a n c e  between popu l a t i o r i  and 

r e s o u r c e  u s e  which w i l l  p e r m i t  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  of  l i v i n g  

and a  wide s h a r i n q  o f  l i f e ' s  a m e n i t i e s ;  and 

( 6 )  enhance  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  r enewab le  r e s o u r c e s  and 

app roach  t h e  maximum a t t a i n a b l e  r e c y c l i n g  o f  d e p l e t a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s .  

( b )  The l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  e ach  

p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  h e a l t h f u l  env i ronmen t  and  

t h a t  e a c h  p e r s o n  h a s  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and enhancement  o f  t h e  envi ronment .  

S e c t i o n  4 .  The l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly  a u t h o r i z e s  and 

d i r e c t s  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e .  

( a )  The p o l i c i e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and laws of t h e  s t a t e  

s h a l l  be i n t e r p r e t e d  and a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  a cco rdance  w i t h  

t h e  p o l i c i e s  se t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  a c t ,  and 

( b )  a l l  a g e n c i e s  of t h e  s t a t e  s h a l l  

(1) u t i l i z e  s y s t e m a t i c ,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  app roach  

which w i l l  i n s u r e  t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  u s e  of  t h e  n a t u r a l  and 

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  and t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e s i g n  a r t s  i n  

p l a n n i n q  and i n  d e c i s i o n  making which may have an impac t  

on man's  env i ronmen t ;  

( 2 )  i d e n t i f y  and d e v e l o p  methods and p r o c e d u r e s ,  

which w i l l  i n s u r e  t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  u n q u a n t i f i e d  e n v i r o n -  

men t a l  a m e n i t i e s  and v a l u e s  may be g i v e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  d e c i s i o n  making a l o n g  w i t h  economic and 

t e c h n i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ;  

( 3 )  i n c l u d e  i n  e v e r y  recommendat ion o r  r e p o r t  on 

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  p r o j e c t s ,  p rograms ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  and o t h e r  

major  a c t i o n s  o f  s t a t e  government  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t i n g  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  human env i ronmen t ,  a  d e t a i l e d  
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s ta tement  on-- 

(i) t h e  environmental  impact of t h e  proposed a c t i o n ,  

(ii) any adverse  environmental  e f f e c t s  which cannot 

be avoided should t h e  proposal  be implemented, 

(iii) a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  proposed a c t i o n ,  

( i v )  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between l o c a l  shor t - term 

uses of man's environment and t h e  maintenance and 

enhancement of long-term p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and 

(v )  any i r r e v e r s i b l e  and i r r e t r i e v a b l e  commitments 

of r esources  which would be involved i n  t h e  proposed 

a c t i o n  should i t  be implemented. 

P r i o r  t o  making any d e t a i l e d  s ta tement ,  t h e  

respons ib le  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  wi th  and o b t a i n  

t h e  comments of any s t a t e  agency which has j u r i s d i c t i o n  

by law o r  s p e c i a l  e x p e r t i s e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  any environ- 

mental impact involved.  Copies of such s ta tement  and 

t h e  comments and views of t h e  appropr ia te  s t a t e ,  f e d e r a l ,  

and l o c a l  agencies ,  which a r e  au thor ized  t o  develop and 

enforce  environmental  s t andards ,  s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e  governor, t h e  environmental  q u a l i t y  counc i l  and 

t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  and s h a l l  accompany t h e  proposal  through 

t h e  e x i s t i n g  agency review processes .  

( 4 )  s tudy ,  develop,  and d e s c r i b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a l t e r -  

n a t i v e s  t o  recommend courses  of a c t i o n  i n  any proposal  

which invo lves  unresolved c o n f l i c t s  concerning 

a l t e r n a t i v e  uses of a v a i l a b l e  resources ;  

(5 )  recognize  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and long-range c h a r a c t e r  

of environmental  problems and, where c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  

p o l i c i e s  of t h e  s t a t e ,  lend a p p r o p r i a t e  suppor t  t o  i n i t i a -  

t i v e s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  and programs designed t o  maximize 
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n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  a n t i c i p a t i n g  and p r e v e n t i n g  a  

d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  mankind's  world envi ronment ;  

( 6 )  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  c o u n t i e s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a d v i c e  and i n f o r m a t i o n  

u s e f u l  i n  r e s t o r i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g ,  and enhancing t h e  

q u a l i t y  of t h e  environment;  

( 7 )  i n i t i a t e  and u t i l i z e  e c o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  

t h e  p l a n n i n g  and development of  r e s o u r c e - o r i e n t e d  

p r o j e c t s  ; and 

( 8 )  a s s i s t  t h e  envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by s e c t i o n  8  of t h i s  a c t .  

S e c t i o n  5. A l l  a g e n c i e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  s h a l l  rev iew 

t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  and p rocedures  f o r  t h e  

purpose  o f  de t e rmin ing  whettier t h e r e  a r e  any d e f i c i e n c i e s  

o r  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  t h e r e i n  which p r o h i b i t  f u l l  compliance 

w i t h  t h e  purposes  and p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  a c t  and s h a l l  

propose  t o  t h e  governor  and t h e  env i ronmen ta l  q u a l i t y  

c o u n c i l  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1, 1972,  such measures a s  may 

be necessa ry  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  and p o l i c i e s  i n t o  

conformi ty  wi th  t h e  i n t e n t ,  pu rposes ,  and procedures  set  

f o r t h  i n  t h i s  a c t .  

S e c t i o n  6 .  Nothing i n  s e c t i o n  3 o r  4 s h a l l  i n  any 

way a f f e c t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  o b l i g a t i o n s  of  any 

agency of  t h e  s t a t e  

( a )  t o  comply w i t h  c r i t e r i a  o r  s t a n d a r d s  of 

envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y ,  

(b) t o  c o o r d i n a t e  o r  c o n s u l t  w i th  any o t h e r  s t a t e  

o r  f e d e r a l  agency,  o r  

( c )  t o  a c t ,  o r  r e f r a i n  from a c t i n g  c o n t i n g e n t  upon 
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t h e  recommendations o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of any o t h e r  s tate  

o r  f e d e r a l  agency. 

S e c t i o n  7 .  The p o l i c i e s  and g o a l s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  

a c t  a r e  supplementary t o  t h o s e  set f o r t h  i n  e x i s t i n g  

a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  of a l l  boa rds ,  commissions, and agenc ies  

of  t h e  s t a t e .  

S e c t i o n  8. Environmental  Q u a l i t y  Council .  The 

envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of t h i r t e e n  

(13)  members t o  be a s  fo l lows :  

( a )  The governor  o r  h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

s h a l l  be an e x  o f f i c i o  member of  t h e  c o u n c i l  and s h a l l  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c o u n c i l  meet ings  a s  a r e g u l a r  member. 

(b )  Four (4 )  members of  t h e  s e n a t e  and f o u r  ( 4 )  

members of  t h e  house of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  appo in ted  b e f o r e  

t h e  s i x t i e t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  day i n  t h e  same manner as 

s t a n d i n g  committees of  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  houses a r e  

appo in ted .  A vacancy on t h e  c o u n c i l  occur ing  when t h e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  

by t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of a  member of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly 

by t h e  remaining members of t h e  c o u n c i l .  No more than  

two ( 2 )  of t h e  a p p o i n t e e s  of each house s h a l l  be members 

of  t h e  same p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  

(c)  Four (4)  members of  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t o  be 

appo in ted  by t h e  governor  w i t h  t h e  consen t  of  t h e  

s e n a t e .  

I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  appointments  of (b)  and (c) 

above, c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  be g iven  t o  t h e i r  q u a l i f i -  

c a t i o n s  t o  ana lyze  and i n t e r p r e t  envi ronmenta l  t r e n d s  

and in fo rma t ion  of a l l  k inds ;  t o  a p p r a i s e  programs and 

a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  government i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  t h e  
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p o l i c y  se t  f o r t h  i n  s e c t i o n  3 of  t h i s  a c t ;  t-n be 

c o n s c i o u s  and  r e s p o n s i v e  'LO t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  economic,  

s o c i a l ,  e s t h e t i c ,  anC c u l t u r a l  needs  and i n t e r e s t s  o f  

t h e  s t a t e ;  and t o  f o r m u l a t e  and recommend s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  

t promote  t h e  improvement o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  

e n v i r o n n e n t .  

S e c t i o n  9 .  Term o f  o f f i c e .  The f o u r  i 4 ?  c o u n c i l  

members from t h e  house  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s i l a l l  serve 

f o r  two y e a r s  and  may be  r eappo i . n t ed .  Two ( 2 )  c o u n c i l  

members f rom t h e  s e n a t e ,  one  from each  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  

and two ( 2 )  c o u n c i l  memkers from t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  s i i a l l  

s e r v e  For f o u r  ( 4 )  y e a r s ,  and t h e s e  members may be re- 

a p p o i n t e d  f o r  a two ( 2 )  y e a r  t e rm.  Two ( 2 )  c o u n c i l  

memhers f rom t h e  s e n a t e ,  one  from each  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  

and two ( 2 )  c o u n c i l  members f rom t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  

s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r s  and  t h e s e  members may Lie 

r e a p p o i n t e d  f o r  a  f o u r  ( 4 )  y e a r  term. I n  no c a s e  s h a l l  

a  member o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  s e r v e  more t h a n  s i x  y e a r s .  

The c o u n c i l  s h a l l  e lect  one  of  i-ts memhers a s  

cha i rman and s u c h  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a s  it deems n e c e s s a r y .  

Such o f f i c e r  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  f o r  a  t e r m  o f  t ~ ~ o  ( 2 )  

y e a r s .  

S e c t i o n  10 .  Meet ings .  The c o u n c i l  may d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

t i m e  and  p l a c e  of  i t s  m e e t i n q s  b u t  s h a l l  m e e t  at. l e a s t  

once  e a c h  q u a r t e r .  EacA member o f  t h e  ~ o u i ! ~ i l  

s h a l l ,  u n l e s s  he is u f i t i l - t i m e  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r  o r  

em?Zoyee o f  t h i s  s t a t e ,  bc : > r i d  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r e  ( 3 2 5 )  

f o r  e a c h  d a y  i n  w h i c h  h e  i s  a c t u a 2 l y  and n e c e s s a r i l y  

enguL7cd i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  c o u n c i l  d u t e s ,  and s h a l Z  

aSuo be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  a c t u a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  eXpGnsc.5 



I 
I i n c u r r e d  w h i l e  i n  t h e  per formance  o f  c o u n c i l  d u t i e s .  I 
" 

?dernbers who a r e  f u l l - t i m e  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  o r  employees  i 1 
11 o f  t h i a  s t a t e  may n o t  be  compensated f o r  t h e i r  s ~ P D ~ c ~  

11 a s  members,  b u t  s h a l l  be r e i m b r u s e d  f o r  t h e i r  e r p e n s e s .  

5 
II S e c t i o n  11. Appointment and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of  

an  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  The c o u n c i l  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h e  
~ l  

( 1  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  and set  h i s  s a l a r y .  The e x e c u t i v e  

* ( d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  hold  a  degree  from an a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e  ' o r  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  a  major i n  one  of  t h e  s e v e r a l  envi ron-  1 1  

1 menta l  s c i e n c e s  and s h a l l  have a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  

11 ji 
of  r e s p o n s i b l e  expe r i ence  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  envi ronmenta l  I1 

12 I '  
( 1  management. 
i l 

l3 1 )  He s h a l l  he a  pe r son  who, a s  a  r e s u l t  of  h i s  

l4 I! t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and a t t a i n m e n t s ,  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
I 

1 5  :I 
! I  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  t o  a n a l y z e  and i n t e r p r e t  envi ronmenta l  

l6 I t r e n d s  and in fo rma t ion  of a l l  k i n d s ;  t o  a p p r a i s e  

l7 j/ programs and a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  government i n  t h e  
18 ' 1  I! l i g h t  of  t h e  p o l i c y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  s e c t i o n  3  of  t h i s  

l9 1 1  a c t ;  t o  be consc ious  of  and r e spons ive  t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  

economic, s o c i a l ,  e s t h e t i c ,  and c u l t u r a l  needs and 
21 ' I  

,, i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  s t a t e :  and t o  fo rmula te  and recommend 
22 

s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  t o  promote t h e  improvement of  t h e  q u a l i t y  
23 I /  

1 ;  o f  t h e  environment.  
I 24 ' 1  
1 1  S e c t i o n  1 2 .  Appointment of  employees. The 

25 / I  
I! e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  approva l  of  t h e  

26 11 
, !  c o u n c i l  may appo in t  whatever employees a r e  necessa ry  t o  

27 / )  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  a c t ,  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i -  

28 / !  1 t a t i o n s  of  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  

29 I/ S e c t i o n  13. Term and removal of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
30 11 

1 d i r e c t o r .  The e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  i s  s o l e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  



t o  t h e  envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l .  H e  s h a l l  ho ld  

o f f i c e  f o r  a  term of two ( 2 )  y e a r s  beginning w i t h  J u l y  

1 of each odd-numbered yea r .  The c o u n c i l  may remove 

him f o r  mis feasance ,  malfeasance  o r  nonfeasance i n  

c f f i c e  a t  any t i m e  af  t e r  n o t i c e  and hea r ing .  

S e c t i o n  1 4 .  I t  s h a l l  be t h e  du ty  and f u n c t i o n  of 

t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  and h i s  s t a f f  

(a) t o  g a t h e r  t ime ly  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  in fo rma t ion  

concerning t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  and t r e n d s  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  

of t h e  environment bo th  c u r r e n t  and p r o s p e c t i v e ,  

t o  ana lyze  and i n t e r p r e t  such in fo rma t ion  f o r  t h e  

purpose of de te rmin ing  whether such c o n d i t i o n s  and 

t r e n d s  a r e  i n t e r f e r i n g ,  o r  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  i n t e r f e r e ,  

w i t h  t h e  achievement of t h e  p o l i c y  set f o r t h  i n  s e c t i o n  

3 of t h i s  a c t ,  and t o  compile and submit  t o  t h e  governor 

and t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly s t u d i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  such  

c o n d i t i o n s  and t r e n d s :  

(b )  t o  review and a p p r a i s e  t h e  v a r i o u s  programs 

and a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  s t a t e  agenc ies  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 

t h e  p o l i c y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  s e c t i o n  3 of t h i s  a c t  f o r  t h e  

purpose of  de termining t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which such programs 

and a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  achievement of 

such p o l i c y ,  and t o  make recommendations t o  t h e  governor  

and t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly w i t h  r e s p e c t  t h e r e t o ;  

( c )  t o  develop and recommend t o  t h e  governor and 

t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly,  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  t o  f o s t e r  and 

promote t h e  improvement of  envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y  t o  meet 

t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  s o c i a l ,  economic, h e a l t h ,  and o t h e r  

requi rements  and g o a l s  of t h e  s t a t e ;  

(d) t o  conduct  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  s t u d i e s ,  su rveys ,  

- 9- 



r e s e a r c h ,  and a n a l y s e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  e c o l o g i c a l  systems and 

envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y ;  

( e )  t o  document and d e f i n e  changes i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  

environment,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p l a n t  and animal sys tems,  and 

t o  accumulate necessa ry  d a t a  and o t h e r  in fo rma t ion  f o r  a  

con t inu ing  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  changes o r  t r e n d s  and an  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e i r  unde r ly ing  causes ;  

( f )  t o  make and f u r n i s h  such s t u d i e s ,  r e p o r t s  

t he reon ,  and recommendations w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  m a t t e r s  of 

p o l i c y  and l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  assembly 

r e q u e s t s  ; 

( g )  t o  ana lyze  l e g i s l a t i v e  p roposa l s  i n  c l e a r l y  

envi ronmenta l  a r e a s  and i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s  where l e g i s l a -  

t i o n  might  have envi ronmenta l  consequences,  and a s s i s t  

i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  r e p o r t s  f o r  u s e  by l e g i s l a t i v e  

committees,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a q e n c i e s ,  and t h e  p u b l i c .  

( h )  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h ,  and a s s i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  who a r e  

p r e p a r i n g  envi ronmenta l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t o  c l a r i f y  any 

d e f i c i e n c i e s  o r  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  an o v e r a l l  

e c o l o g i c  p l an .  

(i) t o  review and e v a l u a t e  o p e r a t i n g  programs i n  

t h e  envi ronmenta l  f i e l d  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  agenc ies  t o  

i d e n t i f y  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  both  among such 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  e c o l o g i c  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  and 

t o  s u g g e s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  remedy such s i t u a t i o n s .  

(j) t o  t r a n s m i t  t o  t h e  governor  and t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

assembly a n n u a l l y ,  and make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p u b l i c  annua l ly ,  beginning Ju ly  1, 1972, an  envi ronmenta l  

q u a l i t y  r e p o r t  concerning t h e  s t a t e  of  t h e  environment 

which s h a l l  c o n t a i n  



(1) t h e  s t a t u s  and c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  major n a t u r a l ,  

man-made, o r  a l t e r e d  envi ronmenta l  c l a s s e s  of t h e  s t a t e ,  

i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  a i r ,  t h e  a q u a t i c ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s u r f a c e  and ground w a t e r ,  and t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  

environment,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  f o r e s t ,  

d ry land ,  we t l and ,  r ange ,  urban,  suburban,  and r u r a l  

environment; 

( 2 )  t h e  adequacy of a v a i l a b l e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

f o r  f u l f i l l i n g  human and ecor~omic requi rements  of t h e  

s t a t e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of expected  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e s ;  

( 3 )  c u r r e n t  and f o r e s e e a b l e  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y ,  

management and u t i l i z a t i o n  of such environments and t h e  

e f f e c t s  of t h o s e  t r e n d s  on t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic, and 

o t h e r  requi rements  of t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  l i q h t  of expected  

p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e s ;  

;4) a review of t h e  programs and a c t i v i t i e s  

( i n c l u d i n g  r equha to ry  a c t i v i t i e s )  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  

governments, an3 nongoverrmental  e n t i t l e s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on t h e  

environment and on t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  developn~ent  and 

21 j ;  u t i . l i z a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ;  and 

22 / ;  
1 ;  

( 5  a program f o r  remedying t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  of  

23 :! ex i s t i . ng  programs and a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
1 :  

24 ' recommendations f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  ! i 
25 ; 1  

I: S e c t i o n  15 .  The envi ronmenta l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  
I 

26 ! j  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  examine and i n s p e c t  
I 

27 / a l l  r e c o r d s ,  books and f i l e s  of any depar tment ,  agency,  

28 'I I /  commission, board o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  of Montana. 
29 1 '  

I 1  
i i S e c t i o n  16. I n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  of i t s  d u t i e s  t h e  

30 ll environmenta l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  have a u t h o r i t y  t o  



/ h o l d  h e a r i n g s ,  a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s ,  i s s u e  subpoenas ,  compel 

1 t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  w i t n e s s e s ,  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  any  

11 1 p a p e r s ,  books ,  a c c o u n t s ,  documents  and t e s t i m o n y ,  and  
i/ 
11 t o  c a u s e  d e p o s i t i o n s  of  w i t n e s s e s  t o  be t a k e n  i n  t h e  

I/ manner p r e s c r i b e d  by law f o r  t a k i n g  d e p o s i t i o n s  i n  c i v i l  
I I 

) a c t i o n s  i n  t h c  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t .  I n  c a s e  of d i s o b e d i e n c e  

on t h e  p a r t  of any p e r s o n  t o  comply w i t h  any subpoena  

i s s u e d  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l ,  o r  any  commit tee  

t h e r e o f ,  o r  o f  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  any  w i t n e s s  t o  t e s t i f y  on 

any m a t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  which he may be  l a w f u l l y  

i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  it s h a l l  b e  t h e  d u t y  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  o f  any coun ty  o r  t h e  judge  t h e r e o f ,  on  a p p l i c a t i o n  

of  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  c o u n c i l  t o  compel o b e d i e n c e  

by p r o c e e d i n g s  f o r  con tempt  a s  t h e  c a s e  of d i s o b e d i e n c e  

of t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a  subpoena  i s s u e d  from s u c h  c o u r t  

on  a  r e f u s a l  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e r e i n .  

S e c t i o n  17 .  I n  e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  powers ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  

and  d u t i e s  unde r  t h i s  a c t ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  

( a )  c o n s u l t  w i t h  s u c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 

s c i e n c e ,  i n d u s t r y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  l a b o r ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l o c a l  

governments  and o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  a s  i t  deems a d v i s a b l e ;  

and  

( b )  u t i l i z e ,  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  

s e r v i c e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  

s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n )  o f  p u b l i c  and  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  

and  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  d u p l i -  

c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t  and  expense  may be  a v o i d e d ,  t h u s  

a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  commis s ion ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  n o t  

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  o v e r l a p  o r  c o n f l i c t  vr i th  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  
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authorized by law and performed by established agencies. 

Section 18. This act is effective on its passage 

and approval. 




