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By Request of the Transition Advisory Committee on Electric

Utility Industry Restructuring

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act requiring that universal
system benefits prograns noney deposited in state special revenue
accounts be expended in the utility service territory from which
the noney was received; requiring that in assessing universal
system benefits prograns funding needs, the departnents of
environnental quality and public health and human services solicit
utility and public comment fromthe utility service territory from
whi ch the noney was received; and providing an i nmedi ate effective

date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 69-8-412, MCA, is anended to read:

"69-8-412. Funds established -- fund adm nistrators
designated -- purpose of funds -- departnment rul emaking authority
to admnister funds. (1) If, pursuant to 69-8-402(2)(f) or (5)(b),
there is any positive difference between credits and the annual
fundi ng requirenent, the departnment of revenue shall establish one
or both of the follow ng funds:

(a) a fund to provide for universal system benefits prograns
ot her than | owincone energy assistance. The departnent of

environnmental quality shall adm nister this fund.
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(b) a fund to provide universal |owinconme energy
assi stance. The departnent of public health and human services
shal |l adm nister this fund.
(2) The purpose of these funds is to fund universal system

benefits prograns.

(3) The departnent of environnental quality and the

departnent of public health and human services shall expend the

money in each representative fund on universal system benefits

prograns in the utility service territory fromwhich the nobney was

received.
3y (4) The departnment of environnmental quality and the
departnment of public health and human services may adopt rules

t hat adm ni ster and expend the noney in each respective fund based

on an annual statewde—fundtng—assesshent—that—t+dent+f+es—funding
needs—+n—untversal—systembenet+ts—prograns assessnent of

identified funding needs in the utility service territory from

whi ch the nobney was received. | n assessing the fundi ng needs, the

departnents shall solicit utility and public comment fromthe

utility service territory fromwhich the noney was received. The

annual assessnment nust also take into account existing utility and
| ar ge custonmer universal system benefits prograns expenditures."”

{Internal References to 69-8-412:
69- 8- 402 69- 8- 402 69-8-402 }

NEW SECTI ON.  Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
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