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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 19
INTRODUCED BY A. CURTISS, ADAMS, JACKSON, BALES, BARRETT, DEVLIN, MASOLO, OLSON

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA SUPPORTING THE MULTIPLE USE OF NATIONAL FORESTS AND PUBLIC LANDS AND
SUPPORHNGTHEEFORTS O CHHZENS WHO-AREPURSUINGHEGAEREMEDY URGING CONGRESS

AND THE PRESIDENT TO OVERTURN FORMER-PRESIBENT—WHHAM—CEHNTON'S THE FEDERAL

ROADLESS INITIATIVE.

WHEREAS, the WISE MULTIPLE USE OF NATIONAL FORESTS AND PUBLIC LANDS IS NECESSARY FOR THE

economic stability AND GROWTH of communities in MONTANA AND IN OTHER Western states depends-tpor-wise
muttipltetse-efnrational-forestsandpublietands; and
WHEREAS, fermer-President-Witiam-Clintor-hasproposed-40-mithiort UNDER THE FEDERAL ROADLESS

AREA CONSERVATION RULE ADOPTED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, THE USE OF MILLIONS OF

acres of inventoried "roadless" areas ant—mere—than—10-mithon—additional-acres—ofsmalerparcels—of
“unreadedareas HAVEBEENPROPESSEB-as-defacto-wilderness wiLL BE SEVERELY LIMITED; and

WHEREAS, UNDER THE NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM ROAD MANAGEMENT RULE AND THE NATIONAL FOREST

SYSTEM LAND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANNING RULE, THE USE OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS WILL BE SEVERELY

LIMITED; AND

WHEREAS, THESE RULES EFFECTIVELY MAKE LANDS UNAVAILABLE FOR WISE MULTIPLE USE; AND

WHEREAS, according to the United States Forest Service, 39-millioft TENS OF MILLIONS OF acres of

the national forest system, INCLUDING LAND IN MONTANA AND OTHER WESTERN STATES, are currently at high risk

of catastrophic wildfire-ane-an-additional26-miltien-acres or are diseased and insect-infested; and

WHEREAS, THESE RULES LIMIT THE ABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE TO ADDRESS THESE

PROBLEMS; AND

WHEREAS, wHILE wilderness designation is the responsibility of the United States Congress;rot

the-execttive-office, THESE RULES AND EXECUTIVE ACTIONS PURSUANT TO THESE RULES WILL MAKE LANDS ESSENTIALLY

DE FACTO WILDERNESS; and

WHEREAS, thisproposaHghiores THESE RULES SIGNIFICANTLY RESTRICT THE USE OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS

FOR the purposes for which the national forests were created;—ant-t-violates-thetaw-regareifg; AND
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WHEREAS, THESE RULES SEVERELY LIMIT hational forest planning; and

WHEREAS, access to THE AFFECTED national forests and public lands IN MONTANA AND OTHER WESTERN

STATES for recreation, timber harvesting, mining, and other activities will be seriously curtailed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Legislature stpport SUPPORTS the multiple use, INCLUDING RESPONSIBLE ECONOMIC

USES, of national forests and public lands

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 57th MONTANA Legislature supporteffortsofcitizenswho-are
purstingtegatremedies URGES CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT tO overturn this—exeettive—action—usurping

eongressional-powers THE FEDERAL "ROADLESS INITIATIVE", ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO THE PUBLIC LANDS OF

MONTANA.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent by the Secretary of State to
President George W. Bush, the Montana Congressional Delegation, the ldaho Congressional Delegation,
the Washington Congressional Delegation, the Oregon Congressional Delegation, the California
Congressional Delegation, and the Wyoming Congressional Delegation.

- END -
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