FISCAL NOTE

Bill #: SB0043 Title: Make optional fee for services collected by deaf
& blind school

Primary Sponsor: Tropila, J Status: As Introduced

Sponsor signature Date Chuck Swysgood, Budget Director Date

Fiscal Summary

FY 2004 FY 2005
Difference Difference
Expenditures: $0 $0
Revenue: $0 $0
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $0 $0
[] Significant Local Gov. Impact [[] Technical Concerns
[] Included in the Executive Budget [] Significant Long-Term Impacts
[[] Dedicated Revenue Form Attached [[] Needs to be included in HB 2

Fiscal Analysis

ASSUMPTIONS:

1.

2.

Currently, school districts are not paying for technical service provided by the Montana School of Deaf
and Blind (MSDB) Outreach Consultants.

MSDB past experience in charging fees for technical service has indicated districts will not pay for this
service despite the fact most districts employ staff that do not have the requisite training to work with
sensory impaired students. Currently there are only four districts that employ staff that have appropriate
training to work with sensory impaired students. Most school districts in Montana serving sensory
impaired children rely on the MSDB to provide them with appropriate technical service to enable them to
better meet the unique educational needs these students have.

In the early 1990’s the Legislature removed funding from the Outreach Program and directed MSDB to
charge a fee for this service. MSDB established a nominal fee. In the first year of “fee for service”
MSDB collected a little over $10,000. The number of students served dropped from over 270 to under 30.
The amount collected in the second year dropped as well as the number of students served.



Fiscal Note Request SB0043, As Introduced
(continued)

4. Subsequently, funding was restored for personal services. Funding was not restored to the MSDB for the
purchase of large print and Braille materials, which was previously purchased by the MSDB and
distributed to districts through the school’s Outreach Program. Fee language was left in Section 20-8-102,
MCA to allow the MSDB to order large print and Braille materials and to charge back to districts the cost
of these materials. Many districts did not have established relationships with vendors to enable them to
purchase these materials. Currently, districts order these materials and do not go through the MSDB.

5. Fee language is necessary to enable the MSDB to charge for services requested by districts that go beyond
what MSDB is funded to provide. It cannot be determined at this time what services districts will request
in the future that MSDB could charge for. Therefore, the fiscal impact cannot be determined.



