
59th Legislature SJ0030.02

- 1 - Authorized Print Version - SJ 30

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 301

INTRODUCED BY WEINBERG, COBB, JAYNE, KAUFMANN, LIND, MORGAN2

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE JOINT APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN3

SERVICES4

5

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF6

MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF THE MEDICAID PROGRAM AND TO7

NOT SUPPORT THE PROPOSED PROGRAM REDUCTIONS INCLUDED IN THE EXECUTIVE BUDGET8

REQUEST TO CONGRESS.9

10

WHEREAS, MEDICAID PROGRAMS PROVIDE A VERY BASIC COMPONENT OF THE SAFETY NET FOR MANY11

MONTANANS; AND12

WHEREAS, MEDICAID PROGRAMS SUPPORT THE DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN, AND PREGNANT WOMEN AND13

THE POOREST OF THE POOR; AND14

WHEREAS, PROPOSED FEDERAL MEDICAID CUTS COULD HARM A GREAT MANY VULNERABLE MONTANANS WHO15

COULD SUFFER DEVASTATING HEALTH AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES AS A RESULT OF FEDERAL MEDICAID CUTS; AND16

WHEREAS, PER CAPITA INCOMES IN MONTANA ARE PROPORTIONALLY LOWER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE,17

AND A LARGE NUMBER OF MONTANANS RELY ON MEDICAID PROGRAMS; AND18

WHEREAS, MONTANA ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS FOR MEDICAID PROGRAMS ARE AT OR NEAR FEDERALLY19

REQUIRED MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS; AND20

WHEREAS, MONTANA IS A RURAL STATE WITH A VERY LOW POPULATION DENSITY THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE21

STATE, AND THE PUBLIC MEDICAID HEALTH SYSTEM HELPS ENSURE THAT SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE STATEWIDE FOR ALL22

PERSONS; AND23

WHEREAS, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH SURPLUS FUNDS TO OFFSET MEDICAID FUNDING24

REDUCTIONS FOR LOCAL NURSING HOMES AND HOSPITALS; AND25

WHEREAS, Medicaid is a vital component of the health care industry in Montana, representing 17% of26

the total health care spending in Montana; and27

WHEREAS, Montana has made diligent efforts to comply with the letter and spirit of federal Medicaid28

regulations, especially regarding intergovernmental transfers and provider taxes used as state matching funds;29

and30
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WHEREAS, Medicaid health care spending in Montana directly supports 9,172 jobs generating $2671

million in income and indirectly creates 13,469 jobs generating $375 million in income; and2

WHEREAS, for every $1 million cut in federal Medicaid funding, Montana loses $4.9 million, which3

equates to 64 jobs; and4

WHEREAS, proposed federal reductions in Medicaid spending, while appearing to be small in5

percentage, would have drastic effects on the Montana economy; and6

WHEREAS, per capita incomes in Montana are proportionally lower than the national average and a7

large number of Montanans are dependent on Medicaid programs; and8

WHEREAS, Montana eligibility standards for Medicaid programs are at or near federally required9

minimum eligibility standards; and10

WHEREAS, Medicaid programs support the disabled, elderly, children, and pregnant women and the11

poorest of the poor; and12

WHEREAS, proposed federal Medicaid cuts could harm a great many vulnerable Montanans, who could13

suffer devastating economic and health consequences as a result of federal Medicaid cuts.14

15

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF16

THE STATE OF MONTANA:17

That the Montana Congressional Delegation vigorously oppose the proposed Medicaid cuts included18

in the federal budget proposal.19

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governor and the Governor's staff, the Department of Public20

Health and Human Services, and legislative staff provide information and support to the Montana Congressional21

Delegation in its work on behalf of maintaining the Medicaid program.22

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send a copy of this resolution to the President23

of the United States and the Montana Congressional Delegation.24

- END -25


