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ESTIMATED NUMBER AND PERCENT OF PEQOPLE OF ALL

AGES IN POVERTY BY COUNTY: MONTANA

(U.S. Census 2000 Summary: Ratio of Income in 1999 to Poverty Level)

Beaverhead County, Montana
Big Horn County, Montana
Blaine County, Montana
Broadwater County, Montana
Carbon County, Montana
Carter County, Montana
Cascade County, Montana
Chouteau County, Montana
Custer County, Montana
Daniels County, Montana
Dawson County, Montana
Deer Lodge County, Montana
Fallon County, Montana
Fergus County, Montana
Flathead County, Montana
Gallatin County, Montana
Garfield County, Montana
Glacier County, Montana
Gaolden Valley County, Montana
Granite County, Montana
Hill County, Montana
Jefferson County, Montana
Judith Basin County, Montana
Lake County, Montana
Lewis and Clark County, Montana
Liberty County, Montana
Lineoln County, Montana
McCone County, Montana
Madison County, Montana
Meagher County, Montans
Mineral County, Montana
Missoula County, Montang
Musselshell County, Montana
Park County, Montana
Petroleum County, Montana
Phillips County, Montana
Pondera County, Montana
Powder River County, Montana
Powell County, Montana
Prairie County, Montana
Ravalli County, Montana
Richland County, Montana
Roosevelt County, Montana
Rosebud County, Montana
Sanders County, Montana
Sheridan County, Montana
Silver Bow County, Montana
Stillwater County, Montana
Sweet Grass County, Montana
Teton County, Montana
Toole County, Montana
Treasure County, Montana
Valley County, Montana
Wheatlantd Couvnty, Montana
Wibaux County, Montana
Yellowstone County, Montana
Total

PEOPLE OF ALL PERCENT OF TOTAL
AGES IN POVERTY COUNTY POPULATION

1,491 17.08%
3,632 29.20%
1,851 28.09%
466 10.81%
1,089 11.56%
242 18.09%
10,605 13.52%
1,191 20.54%
1,700 15.08%
334 16.95%
1,285 14.90%
1451 15.80%
349 12.52%
1,767 15.45%
9,489 12.96%
8,319 12.85%
272 21.47%

- 3,568 27.32%
253 25.79%
472 16.84%
2,996 18.38%
852 8.99%
490 21.15%
4,862 18.69%
5,960 10.92%
425 20.30%
3,558 19.16%
331 16.82%
821 12.14%
359 18.88%
598 15.76%
13,691 14.78%
877 19.89%
1,780 11.44%
114 23.22%
828 18.34%
1,194 18.81%
‘235 12.80%
719 12.61%
202 17.16%
4,927 13.85%
1,161 12.17%
3,358 32.37%
2,063 22.43%
1,737 17.24%
602 14.74%
3,005 14.91%
791 ~9.76%
403 11.3%%
1,056 16.58%
624 12.90%
125 14.69%
1,026 13.52%
440 20.38%
157 15.35%
14,032 11.11%
128,355 14.61%
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR MONTANA’S LOW
INCOME ENERGY AND WEATHERIZATION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Weatherization Assistance Program — 150 percent of U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) poverty guidelines.

Low Income Energv Assistance Prograrﬁ — 150 percent of U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) poverty guidelines.

100% HHS POVERTY FOR EACH
GUIDELINES- FOUR ~ ADDITIONAL
YEAR  PERSON FAMILY PERSON ADD
1994 514,800 $2.480
1995 $15,150 $2,560
1996 $15,600 $2.620
1997 $16,050 $2.720
1998 $16,450 $2,800
1999 $16,700 $2,820
2000 517,050 $2,900
2001 $17,650 $3,020
2002 $18,100 $3,080
2003 $18,400 $3,140
2004 $18,850 $3,180
150% HHS POVERTY FOR EACH
GUIDELINES- FOUR ~ ADDITIONAL
YEAR __ PERSON FAMILY PERSON ADD
1994 $22200 53,720
1995 $22.725 $3,840
1996 $23,400 $3,930
1997 524,075 $4,080
1998 $24,675 $4,200
1999 $25,050 $4,230
2000 $25,575 $4.350
2001 836,475 $4,530
2002 $27,150 54,620
2003 $27.600 54,710
2004 $28,275 $4,770




THE NEED FOR LOW-INCOME ENERGY PROGRAMS

One of the Department’s primary objectives in administering the Low Income
Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) and the Weatherization Assistance Program
1s to ensure that the home heating energy burden shouldered by low-income
Montanans is comparable to that of other income groups in the state,

Data from the Department of Energy and the 1990 Census indicate the average
home heating energy burden for all Montana families was approximately 4.1% of
household income. Data from last year’s LIEAP households indicate the average
home heating energy burden for Montana's low-income families was
approximately 12.8%. At 2003-2004 caseload and funding levels, provision of
LIEAP reduced the heating costs for participating households to 6.8% of income.

In today’s dollars, the expense to cost-effectively weatherize all of approximately
17,211 of last year's LIEAP households whose heating burdens, at this winter’s
fuel prices, exceed 4.1% would be approximately $51,633,000. To weatherize all
of approximately 76,664 potentially eligible low-income households (LIEAP and
non-LIEAP combined) whose heating burdens exceed 4.1%, it would cost
approximately $229,991,805.

The Weatherization Assistance Program has reduced the annual energy costs of
recipient households by approximately 21 percent. FY 2005 funding for the
Weatherization Assistance Program is $7,383,574. This funding will weatherize
approximately 2,019 homes.

At today’s energy prices, the heating costs of participating LIEAP households are
$21,522,900 per year. Based on these figures, the heating costs of all Montana’s
90,789 low-income households are $87,974,541.

Funding for this winter’s LIEAP, provided by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services is $12,063,295



DPHHS LOW INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM SUMMARY

The Low Income Energy Assistance program (LIEAP) pays a portion of
eligible households’ winter heating costs. In most cases, payments are made
directly from the State to utility companies and fuel vendors.

Eligibility is limited to those at or below 150 percent of federal poverty
guidelines. For this year, a family of four can earn no more than $28,275.

Last winter benefit payments ranged from a low of $68 to a high of $1,855
depending on household income, fuel type, fuel costs, local climate, type of
dwelling and size of dwelling. The average benefit payment was $465.

This winter, benefit payments will range from $57 to $1,619 depending on
household income, fuel type, fuel costs, local climate, type of dwelling and
size of dwelling. The average benefit payment will be $425.

Of the 19,187 homes served by last winter’s program 5,340 were occupied by
senior citizens; disabled individuals occupied 7,549 and 12,622 contained a
female head of household. This year the Department anticipates serving
22,200 households.

The program, operated by ten private non-profit Human Resource
Development Councils and one Area Agency on Aging, distinguishes itself
from other public assistance programs by providing services to a significant
number of households not receiving Food Stamps, FAIM or SSI income.

In addition to heating bill assistance, eligible households may, through their
application for LIEAP, receive NorthWestern Energy or federally funded

weatherization assistance.

NorthWestern Energy assists low-income Montanans by providing its LIEAP
customers an additional fifteen percent discount on their annual natural gas
and electric bills. Great Falls Gas — Energy West Company and Montana
Dakota Utilities provide their LIEAP customers energy bill discounts
averaging fifteen and thirteen percent respectively.

The Human Resource Development Councils use the LIEAP application
process as an intake and referral mechanism for a multitude of other services
provided locally on behalf of state and federal government and the private

sector.

DPHHS utilizes 2.38 full time equivalent employees to administer the
program. The State’s primary function is to ensure compliance with federal
law and uniform cost effective service throughout Montana.



e This year’s funding for LIEAP, provided by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS), is $12.063 million.
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