LS, MT 59403-0275 - (406) 454-9091

To: Montana State Legislative Representatives

From: Frank Garner, President, Montana Association of Chiefs of
Police

Subject: Compensation Equity for Montana Highway Patrol Officers

Date: January 5, 2005 ‘

As the president of the Montana Association of Chiefs of Police I am writing
in support of compensation equity for the men and women of the Montana
Highway Patrol.

As a police officer in this state for the past 19 years I have been very
impressed with the character and the quality of officers that represent the
Montana Highway Patrol. The Patrol has a reputation for recruiting qualified
candidates that exhibit the kind of professionalism and values that should be
the envy of those of us that wear a badge.

[t is equally and unfortunately their reputation that the Patrol has been
unsuccessful in retaining those officers. Many departments, including my
own, having benefited from hiring those officers after they have been
screened, trained and more importantly received valuable experience in the
field.

There is a tremendous cost savings for those agencies that have successfully
recruited these officers. Twenty five percent of the patro! division in my
department is made up of veterans from the Patrol. The overriding
consideration for most of them in leaving the Patrol was the drastic difference
in salary potential between the Patrol and working for a municipal law
enforcement agency.

Most of the chiefs I have spoken with across the state support pay equity for
members of the patrol even though we recognize it would hurt our ability to
recruit qualified candidates in the future. We support pay equity because we
count on the Patrol’s assistance in communities across the state and we
recognize that it is in no ones best interest if the Patrol cannot retain trained
and experienced officers. ‘

Mr. Frank Garner, Prasidan
Chief af Polica

Kaiispell Police Departeert
Cirawsr 1947

Kafisped, Montanz 50903
(4G6) 758-7780

M. Troy McGee, Vice President
Chief ol Police

Helena Police Department

221 Breckenridge

Helena, Montana 59601

[406) 447-B479

Mr. Kevin Olson, Secrefary/Treasure:
Chisf of Police

Hawre Police Department

524 Fourth Sirest

Havre, Mantana 59501

{408) 265-4361

Mv. Tim Shanks, Legisiative Chairman
Captain

Great Fafis Police Dapartment

PO Box 5021

Great Falls, Montana 59403

{406) 771-1180

Myr. Mark Tymrak, Past President
Director of Public Safety
Eozeman Pofice Department

615 South 18" Avenue
Bozeman, MT 59715

{406) 582-2010

Me Lyndon Erickson, Fasiern
Regional Director

Chief of Police

Glasgow Poiice Dapartmenst
5G1 Court Square

Glasgaw, MT 50230

{406) 228-4333

M. Rick Musson, Central
Regional Direcior

Chief of Police

Laurei Police Department
215 West 1st

Laurel, MT 59044

{406) 628-8737

M. Rusty Wickmar, Soutinvestern
Regional Director

Caplain

Missoua Folice Departmen:

435 Ryman

Missota, MT 59802

{406) 523-4682

M. Wiltiam Oial, Nortwesters
Regional Director

Chief of Police

Whitefish Palice Department
R0, Box 158

Whitefisn, MT 58937

{406) §63-2420




It is my hope that the Legislature will give the Montana Highway Patrol the
tools necessary to retain qualified officers in an effort to support the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens of Montana. We appreciate your
consideration on this matter and please feel free to contact me in the future if I
can help provide any furiher assistance.

Sincerely,

Frank Garner

President
Montana Association of Chiefs of Police



