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ESSEX WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT
ESSEX MT

Board Members
Carol Sauby Chair
John Hammet
Kenny Johnson
Larry Vieulleux
John Beer Sec.

March 21st 2005

HONORABLE REPRESATIVES of the
Appropriations Committee of the

House of Representative 2005 Session
Of the Montana Legislature

RE: Funding the Essex Potable Water System Project

The Essex Water and Sewer District is requesting that the $225,000 TESP GRANT,
it qualified for in the 2003 Session, and Struck in HB11 be restored.

The Department of Environmental Quality is in the process of obtaining a Court
Order to require the Water and Sewer District to provide a system that meets State
and Federal Requirements.

Restoring the funds and using proposed matching funds and a RRGL Grant from
the 2007 Session will allow a revised system to be constructed to meet the minimum
requirements (see the attached map and documentation).

According to the Department of Environmental Quality, the Essex Water and Sewer
Districts Water System is the last remaining water system using untreated surface
water in the State of Montana, which is a against Federal and State Regulations.

The District was informed of this action in January and has been trying to find funds to
meet the minimum requirements of developing a new source and connecting it to the
existing system.

The 2003 Project cost of $827,000 and the small user base creates a large grant
expenditure per user so additional grants have been difficult to obtain. Some additional
funding has been found, so the District is proposing to do the project in a series.



Due to a collapse line or plugged line the BNSF railroad facilities are operating on 1
gpm, which is not adequate to meet their sanitary requirements or Fire Fighting
Requirements.

Essex is the only water system having capability of furnishing water to fight fires in the
56 miles from East to West Glacier, which is critical for forest fires and the railroad
requirements..

The Water System is over 60 years old

It consists of:

7000 ft of 6 inch Steel Plastic and Possibly Wood Pipe Buried approximately zero to 2
feet deep. '
1000 feet of 6 inch cast iron main.

4000 feet of % inch water main buried 1 to 2 feet deep.

One stream crossing that is elevated 3 feet

The system is kept from freezing by running water in the main lines.

Normally the 4 feet of snow cover helps keep the system from freezing.

One obsolete chlorinator

None of the system meets Current State Regulations

Thank you for your consideration

Essex Water and Sewer District

fo IiSeon

ohn Beer
Secretary
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John and Pat Beer

From: "John and Pat Beer" <jbeer@imt.net>
To: "Jim Edgecomb" <jedgcomb@state. mt.us>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2005 4:13 PM

Attach:  ADMINISTRATIVE AND ACTIVITY COST2 xls; ADMINISTRATIVE AND ACTIVITY COST2.xls:
FINAL LARGEPROPOSED PLAN3 copy.jpg
Subject: Essex TSEP GRANT

Jim | am attaching a copy of the engineering estimate and Administration and
Activities and project phase plan.

We are working on the BNSF Grant and Larry Veilleux, Isaaz Walton Owner has
agreed to Participate and | discussed the RRGL Grant with Bob Fischer and he
thought it woud| be a plausible project.

We will be having a board meeting in May and a Public meeting in June to kick
this off.

Please Contact Larry at 888 5700 or
Hammett JohnF 1215 SUNNYSIDE DR
as | am gone from the 10th till the 17 th.

KALISPELL
MT

99901

| will call you tomorrow morning and other wise get my on my cell 406 788 8656

Thank you

John Beer

3/20/2005
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