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March 16, 2005

Honorable Governor Brian Schweitzer and Montana Le gislature ' |
State of Montana _

Helena, MT 59201
Dear Governor Schweitzer and Members of the Legislature:

Please support the $7,500,000 budget to implement Indian Education for All
Montanans, above the $2.0 million that you have included in your budget for the 2007
Biennium for OPI.  This money is needed to insure adequate resources to develop
curriculum that is aligned with Montana’s standards, create a clearinghouse for materials,
do a website and pilot test materials. In addution, it is needed for professional development
models of “best practices™ as well as grants to “ready to go” schools.

It is time for Montana to fulfill its constitutional promise made 33 years ago.
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Honorable Governor Brian Schweitzer and Montana Legislature
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Helena, MT 59201

Dear Governor Schweitzer and Members of the Legislature:

Please support the $7,500,000 budget to implement Indian Education for All
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curriculum that is aligned with Montana’s standards, create a clearinghouse for materials,
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Honorable Governor Brian Schweitzer and Montana Legislature

State of Montana
Helena, MT 59201

Dear Governor Schweitzer and Members of the Legislature:

Please support the $7,500,000 budget to implement Indian Education for All
Montanans, above the $2.0 million that you have included in your budget for the 2007
Biennium for OPI.  This money is needed to insure adequate resources to develop
curriculum that is aligned with Montana’s standards, create a clearinghouse for materials,
do a website and pilot test materials. In addition, it is needed for professional development
models of “best practices” as well as grants to “ready to go” schools.

It 1s fime for Montana to fulfill its constitutional promise made 33 years ago.
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Sender: Denise Juneau <hidatsagri@juno.com> E-mail Source
Subject: Fw: indian education for all montanans

Date: Sat, 5 Mar 2005 14:06:38 -Q700

To: repjuneau@bresnan.net,norma@rangeweb.net

----- Forwarded Message -—---

From: Denise Juneau <hidatsaori@iunocom>
To: repbusras@msn.com

Date: Sat, 5 Mar 2005 14:05:506 -0700
Subject: indian education for ali montanans

Chairperson Rep. Rosie Buzzas, House Appropriations
Capitol Building '
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Representative Buzzas,

I am writing to request that the House Appropriations Committee provid
funding for Indian Education for All Montanans. This constitutional promi:
all Montanans - that the State is committed in its educational goals to the p
of Indian heritage - is 33 years old. Although the $2 million currently prov
in the Governor’s request is much appreciated, and is indeed an increase «
earmarked for this provision in previous years, it remains an inadequate ar
amount of necessary funding should be based upon this provision’s 33 year
and omission and the fact that the State is “defenseless” in its lack of com
the Indian Education provision in Montana’s Constitution.

I believe there is a current legislative request that a minimal amount of $¢
addition to the Governor’s current request, be provided to Indian Educa
Montanans. Although 1 believe that $10 million remains an insufficient

https://commcenter.bresnan.net/Session/39135-Ly YIW0OSMQrWiP7VmuEA8-jizkbtx/Mess...  3/6/2005
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does constitute a bigger step toward fulfilling Montana’s constitutional c
and obligation to Indian Education for All Montanans. $10 million allows th
community to begin, in earnest, their work on well thought out plans.

You may not realize how monumental it would be if the work of Indiar
continued with the State’s adequate support. There are a great number ol
heroic people who have worked, for generations, on implementing Indiar
for All Montanans. Their work has resulted in small, incremental succes
State took bold steps, however, and provided adequate professional deve
teachers, made accurate resources available to classrooms, and offered all :
opportunity to learn - truly learn - about Montana’s tribal nations, the suc
be overwhelming. This type of success can only help Montana and w:
incredible tribute to those who have dedicated their lives to breathir

Montana’s constitutional promise.

I do not come by my opinion without awareness of the issues surro
implementation of Indian Education for All Montanans. I went through
public education system from elementary to graduate school, with very min
education about Indians, other than those classes I sought out. I workec
teacher’s assistant and a teacher in Montana’s public school system where
but with very little monetary or administrative support, attempted to inc
issues in my classroom curriculum. I was the Indian Education Specialist fc
of Public Instruction where I worked, with minimal financial support,
Montana public school on implementing Indian Education for All Mol
understand that Indian education is certainly a part of a quality education
that the education community stands ready to assist you in making this cc
promise a reality.

There has been a lot of talk lately about “handshakes being worth some
“opening of doors,” and “new days.” It is now time to stop ignoring and
this constitutional obligation and put the money behind words and pror
million in support of Indian Education for All Montanans would definitely be

Fulfilling the promise is not overwhelming because its goal and purpose is
honorable. The provision simply promises that ALL Montana citizens will 1
the opportunity to learn about Indian people and Montana tribes. It doe:
that only Indians learn about Indians - it means that ALL Montanans |
Indians. It really is that simple, and it is what Montanans deserve.

I do not envy your work with the State budget. I do, however, thank y:
current support and hope you work to increase the State’s financial ¢
to Indian Education for All Montanans to $10 million. It is time.

https://commcenter bresnan.net/Session/39135-Ly YIWOSMQrwWiP7VmuEAS8-jizkbtx/Mess...  3/6/2005
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Sincerely,

Denise Juneau

8th Avenue

Helena, Montana 59601
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