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i Representative Jim Keane
| Chair, Business and Labor Committee
- Montana House of Representatives
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Dear Rep. Keane:

Kia
Mitscbishi o . ' ,
Nisoan The Association of Intemational Automobile Manufacturers, Inc. (AIAM)
Subar submits these comments on HB 322 for your consideration. AIAM s a
HoR trade association representing 14 intemational motor vehicle
Suzukd manufacturers who account for 40 percent of ali passenger cars and 20
Toyota percent of all light trucks sold annually in the United States.’
ASSQCIATES
Aston Martin AlAM is concerned with the provision in HB 322 that would prohibit the sale
. by motor vehicle dealers in Montana of motor vehicles with event data
— recorders (EDRs) that do not have the capability of being deactivated by
Donso the vehicle owner. Although not all vehicles have EDRs, most newer fight
- i vehicles with advanced safety and engine management systems will
errart/Maserati . _ . .
moritor the functioning of these systems by recording some operating
Hitachi , , . -
meumeot parameters. These systems are typically not designed with the capability
g of turning the recording function off and on and attempting to do so could

Renault

impact the proper functioning of important vehicle safety and engine
management systems. Accordingly, we request that the provisions in
Section 1 of the bill regarding deactivation be removed.

individually enacted and potentially varying state EDR laws that would
affect the design of motor vehicles by specifying how an EDR must
function would present & substantial burden on manufacturers. The
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is int the process
of developing a regulation for vehicles equipped with EDRs that would
establish minimum requirements for EDRs. [t s anticipated that this
Federal Regulation will be issued sometime later this year. Federal law
prohibits the states from adopting or enforcing requirements that differ fram

1 AIAM members include Agton Martin, Ferrari, Honda, Hyundai, Isuzu, Kig, Maserati,
Mitsubishi, Nissan, Peugeot, Renault, Subaru, Suzuki and Toyota, AIAM also represents
original equipment suppiiers and other automotive-refated frade associations. AIAM
membars have invested over 326 billion in U.S.-based production facilities, have a
combined domestic production cagacity of 2.8 million vehicles, directly employ 75,000
Americans, and generate an additional 500,000 L).S. jobs in dealerships and supplier
industries nationwide. For more information, visit our website at www.alam.org.

ASSOCIATION OF INTEAMATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MANUFAGCTURERS, ING.
Z111 WiLsen BouLevaro B Suire 1150 ¥ ARLINGTON, VA ZZ2201
TELEPHGONE: THE.E2E . 77EY B R POE.525.5817 Bwww.aiam.org
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the Faderal standard regarding the same aspect of vehicle performance.
Althaugh the precise terms of the NHTSA final rule will not be known for
several months, we believe that there is a substantial likelihood that HB

322, section 1, would canflict with the Federal standard and therefore be
preempted.

AIAM would be pleased to work with the committee to provide additional
information regarding the functioning of EDRs. Should you have any
questions or require further information, please contact Michael Cammisa,
AlAM Director of Safety, at 703-247-2105.

vy

Timothy T. MacC‘a/mzy
President and CEO

Sincerely,
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Chevrolet * Pontiac » Cadifioe .

“Your DEEpendable Denler” ‘ Chrysfer * Dodge » Jeep
1200 East Commercial * Anaconda, Moniana 59711
FAX (406) 563-3572 * (406) 5635225
Toll Free 1-800-824-7852
MOTOR COMPANY Email: Dae-Motor.CompanyB@emaccess.com
To Whom It May Concern:

Dee Motor has existed in Anaconda since 1946. We are a new and used dealer and
full service transportation center.

We are opposed to this house bill #322 in its entirety.
Sincercly,

Bill Dee, Dealer, Dee Motor Company
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January 25, 2005

House Business & Labor Committee
c/o MADA Office

Dear Sirs:

This letter is to record my stand in opposition to House Bill 322 introduced by Roger
Koopman of Bozeman. The language in the bill to bave some kind of “magic switch” to
turn off the event data recorder is not possible to engineer on a state level.

Todays modern vehicles have between 8 and 18 onboard computers that are ALL

interlinked and work together to record engine data, temperature, speed, acceleration, tail

pipe emissions ete. There is no single, independent, “data recorder” to turn off. It is not

technically possible. This legislation would have to be presented on a national basis, and
~ all the car manufacturers would have to totally redesign their systems.

I personally believe that people should be accountable for their actions. If they are
speeding and injure someone, there is nothing wrong with recording those facts so there
can be a fair trial. I feel that this kind of data will prove as many people innocent, as it
would prove guilty. The facts are nothing that we should be afraid to reveal if we want
Jjustice! '

Today’s vehicles have extremely complicated electronics and emission systems. If this
bill were to pass, it would simply not be possible to comply. It could, in fact, prevent us
from being able to legally sell any new vehicles at our dealerships! It could even force us
to close our business, which employs 105 families in the Bozeman area.

I have spoken to Roger Koopman about the problems and impossibilities with this bill. 1
have been told by his wife that he recognizes the problems, and has asked to take the
“event data recorder” wording out of the bill. This letter stands or file, just in case that

did not happen.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Joe Billion

Tel: (406) 582-7777 » Fox (406) 582-7778 » WWW.BILLIONDEAL.COM You Can
1919 West Main Steet » Bozeman, Montana + 59718 Count On Us?
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ARGHIE COCHRANE MOTORS, ING.

PD. BOX 80605 2133 KING AVE, WEST {408) §56-1100
BILLINGE, MDNTANA 58108-0605
www.bilingsford.com

January 25, 2005

To: Montana House Busingess and Labor Committee
Re: House Bill 322

Pleasc be advised that the above bill is detrimental to the automobile dealer’s free trade
agresment. This bill would cause undue constraints on the marketing and repair of the
vehicles so equipped and cause potential adverse legal ramifications to the dealer.

The awto dealer should not be responsible for any manufacturer’s products that are
approved by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the
Department of Transporiation.

We go on record that we are in opposition to this bill in its entirety.

.ﬂﬂ%

Garry A. Bravko
President
Archie Cochrang Motors, Inc.

Sincerely,
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Mantana Autermobile Dealers Association
501 N Sanders
Helena, MT 59601

Fax: 406.449.0119
To the House Business and Labor Committee

Montana State Legislature

We, as automobile dealers in the state of Montana, are directly
opposad to the passage of House Bill 322 and most specifically to Section 1
of the bill as it is presented by Representative Roger Koopman,

Sincerely,

T

Jarmes L. Taylor
CEQ/Pres of Corp.

1-B00-823-2438 « 405-622-5491 = FAX 408-622-5348 » 2520 5t. Charles « P. Q. Box 219 » Fori Benion, Montana 58442-0219
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4100 10th Avenue South « Great Falis, MT 59405

(408) 727-0380
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Montana Automobile Dealers Association
501 N Sanders
MHelena, MT 59601

Fax: 406.449.0119
To the House Business and Labor Committee

Montana State Legislature

We, as automobile dealers in the state of Montana, are directly
opposed to the passage of House Bill 322 and most specifically to Section 1
of the bill as it is presented by Representative Roger Koopman.

Sincerely,

smes L. Taylor

CEQ/Pres of Corp.
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Montana Automobile Dealers Association
- 501 N Sanders
Helena, MT 59601

Fax: 406.449.0119

To the House Business and Labor Committee
Montana State Legisiature

We, as automobile dealers in the state of Montana, are directly
opposed to the passage of House Bill 322 and most specifically to Section 1
of the bil! as it is presented by Representative Roger Koopman.

 Sincerely,

% L. Taylor
CEQ/Pres of Corp.
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" 3843 10th Ave. 5.
 Great Falls, MT 59405
1-888-MY-NEW-CAR



