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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
MONA JAMISON
4G POWER BLOCK BUILDING, 7 W. 6 AVE. of counsel: PHONE: (406)442-5581
HELENA, MONTANA 59601 ROY H. ANDES FAX: (406) 442-8293

To: House Business and Labor Committee

From: Mona Jamison, Lobbyist for Montana Physical Therapy Association
Date: February 10, 2004

RE: HB 461 - Licensure of Athletic Trainers

The definitions of “athletic injury”, “athletic trainer” and “athletic training” as contained in
Section 2 of HB 461 are overly broad and vague. No where in these definitions is the word “athlete™
used; and it is “athletes™ that utilize the services of an athletic trainer. For example, the state of
Alabama has adopted definitions that are compatible with what athletic trainers do. Pertinent
definitions are set forth below:

“Athlete” means a person who participates in an athletic activity being conducted by an
educational institution, professional athletic organization, or board sanctioned amateur athletic
organization.”

“Athletic injury” means an injury received by an athlete as a result of the preparation or
participation of the athlete in an athletic activity.”

“Athletic trainer” means a person licensed by the Alabama Board of Athletic Trainers as an
athletic trainer and who practices athletic training on an athlete under the direction or referral, or
both, of a licensed physician after meeting the requirements of this chapter and rules and regulations
promuigated pursuant to this chapter.”

The definitions in HB 461 would authorize athletic trainers to treat all injuries, of all persons.
Their educational background, as testified to by other witnesses, does not support such a wide
sweeping scope of practice. To allow athletic trainers to perform the treatments and modalities
described in the definitions, would endanger the public health and safety. While the PT Association
supports licensure of athletic trainers, it only does so if their scope of practice is limited to their
educational background.

As drafted, the Montana Physical Therapy Association urges a “Do Not Pass™ on HB 461.

Thank you.
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