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February 10, 2005

The Honorable Gary Matthews
Speaker

Montana House of Representatives
P.O. Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620-0400

The Honorable Jim Keane
Chairman, Business and Labor
P.0O. Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620-0400

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of American Legion Baseball, I am writing to express my concern and
opposition with the bill and resolution pending in the Montana State Legislature (HB 588
and HJ 19) that would change our league’s rules in Montana.

Since1926, the American Legion has sponsored a nationwide youth baseball program: in
the State of Montana the program started in 1928. As a national organization, and one
that has always been committed to safety of our players, volunteers, and communities, we
are opposed to this bill and resolution.

We recognize that given the tragic death of Brandon Patch of Miles City, the issue of bat
safety has been raised your state. We were shocked and saddened on hearing the news of
Brandon’s death. Our national chairman immediately sent a letter of sympathy and
condolences to the family. From everything I have learned over the past year, Brandon
was exactly the kind of person our organization wanted in our league and in our
community. Brandon Patch, like the 10 million young people who have played American
Legion baseball over the years, loved the game. He exemplified the idea that American
Legion Baseball- on and off the field — can help teach the importance of teamwork,
discipline, leadership and good sportsmanship.

This is our 80™ year sponsoring a baseball program. Our annual budget is over 1 million
dollars, which is paid for by the dues of our members. The American Legion National
Headquarters has never charged any player a fee to play baseball. We sponsor the



baseball program to give young people an opportunity to develop their skills, personal
fitness, leadership qualities and to have fun. As an organization, we are committed to
these goals as well as their personal safety.

In Montana, the role of The American Legion in the lives of young baseball players is
perhaps more significant than elsewhere in the United States, as American Legion offers
the only quality baseball competition for teenagers in the state. We recognize that without
high school sponsored baseball teams; The American Legion program is the best way for
a community to organize its young people to play the game of baseball in the state. A
wonderful example of how our organization helps people is a young player named Nolan
Gallagher from Red Lodge, MT. Nolan was selected, out of 100,000 plavers, as our
American Legion National Player of the Year. Nolan received from The American
Legion a $4,000 scholarship. Nolan is currently enrolled at Stanford University and [
suspect will be one of their outstanding players this year. Through arrangements with the
National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, Nolan will be honored prior to the annual
Hall of Fame game. He will be the only amateur baseball player invited to and honored at
the National Baseball Hall of Fame.

The American Legion, along with other organizations and associations, continuously
monitors the rules and equipment in the game of baseball. As part of USA Baseball, we
received annual updates from the USA Baseball Medical and Safety Committee. Other
members that attend this annual meeting are the Presidents of Little League Baseball,
Babe Ruth Baseball, Pony Baseball, and representatives of the National High School
Federation. In fact every organized youth baseball group from T-ball to NCAA attends
this annual meeting to keep abreast of rules and safety issues. The safety of our sport has
always been a top priority. This stewardship of the game, I believe, led to the
development and adoption, of the BESR (Bat Exit Speed Ratio) aluminum bat testing and
certification process in 1998.

Due to the independent testing and certification process, BESR bats used today in
American Legion perform like wood bats. Offensive batting statistics over the past five
years, like batting averages and runs per game, have dropped and the offensive aspects of
the game are in line with pitching and defense.

The safety of the game continues to be high and in comparison to other high school and
collegiate sporting activities, baseball is one of the safest sports. This said, injuries do
happen in sports and baseball. We warn parents and players that there is an inherent risk
playing the game of baseball as outlined in national form #2. The American Legion
requires our teams to warn the fans of the dangers involved with baseballs hit or thrown
into the stands. One rule we are proud of is that we were the first youth baseball group to
ban tobacco of any type on the playing field. We were the first youth group to adopt the
BESR rule, two vears before the High School Federation and other youth groups adopted
that same rule. Safety has always been the top priority of this organization whether is
with our baseball program or our Boys State program or Junior Shooting Sports program.



Because of the tragic death of Brandon, The American Legion has begun another review

and study of this issue. Qur study of the wood vs. non-wood issue is to by complete in
May. '

I believe the tragic death of Brandon Patch is even more difficult to cope with because it
happened on a baseball field — where deaths are so very rare. The aluminum bat did not

cause Brandon Patch’s injuries and a ball hit by a wood bat is just as likely or unlikely to
hit and injure a player.

I hope this information is helpful and that you can appreciate the view of The American
Legion with respect to baseball safety and the use of aluminum bats. Our league and
teams do, and coliectively act in the best interest of our players. Requiring wood bats,
however, will not make the game safer or prevent injuries. If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

Toey K S

arry Price, Chairman
National Baseball Subcommittee
The American Legion
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FPebrosry 10, 2005

The Honewahle Jimn Keane, Chaironan

The Honorabie Kathlwen Calvin-Hadoro, Vice-Chair
The Honorable Joeo MckKennay, Vice-Chair
Monwna House Business and Labor Comunditer
P.O, Box 200400

Helena, MY 55620-0500

Dear Chaivonan Keane:
Vice Chatr Galvin-Halero:
Vice Chals McKenney:

The Nazional High School Baseball Conches Association (BCA)
waa formed in fuly 1991, to provide secvices and recognition for
basetmll coachws and to hslp promote and represent high schoal
baseball. The corrent membership has conches from evexy snte
sponsoring high achool baseball.

ARbough Montana ks one of the states without schoal-spansared
baseball, tenchers in Montins are invelved in the sport of
baseball and our ovembers wie comanitted to the best fnterest of
their players and the game.

§ would like to provide you with some infommabion about our
arganizaitiom, the commitment that igh sdmlmmheﬁhnw

usk of shamiveum bats, T warsed to make srre you had our
organization’s peripactive: ahimanum bais have hnd a favozable
toapact on amateur baseball wnd tede the game more exciting
and appouling for young people.

As couches ard! educators, our avemnbers share the enthosizso
playens have for the game and tha work ethic it takes to sucoted
on the felt and in the clsssroom. Our conches & e Ngh school
Jevel know scademnics ars tha fivet priority for evexy stndent. At
he garew time, wy know that a stadent’s safety in the classroom
and on the field rust be constently mmonitozed



i bats have been used since the ealy 1970s; they were developed for budgetary and
sajely ressors. Wmdb-axwmmkmgnddmu:rmgmmnmmtwumm
phymnﬁﬁwﬁeldu\dammmﬂuﬁdd. Irvinsestingly, the quality of the humber wsed
in wood bapeball bats vary dpﬁanﬂy.mdhbmmamdmuﬁmwvﬂyﬁrm
Laague players. Amamngnmmﬂmmmmwﬁtywwd-mdhwquﬁw
huhtmmclymﬂmwmwﬁmundbhm Aluminum bsts have filled
tve financial and safety concerms of wood bate. An almmiraarn bat can lest & player ox toae fox
sevetysl YRRLs.

favomble impact on the game.

mm‘:mysummﬂummmmw»mammwuw
ooﬂegiahhvﬂ-ﬁﬁsis&homimughndnﬂa‘

Momtana ns well, After reviewing the facts, I believe you will conclude like we huve and agree that

Sinerely. .

- Ron Devini

CC: George Haegely
Aanerican Legion Baseball
35 4th. Btreet West
Kalispell, MT 39501
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LEAGUE

February 14, 2005

Chairman Jim Keane

Vice-Chair Kathleen Galvin-Halcro

Vice-Chair Joe McKenney

Montana House Business and Labor Committee
P.O. Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620-0500

Dear Chairman Keane and Vice Chairs Galvin-Halcro and McKenney:

As you may know, the Babe Ruth League has more than 977,225 players on
some 50,000 teams in 8,300 leagues. Over the years, the success of our baseball
and softball program has been, first and foremost, due to our volunteers in
states across the country and around the world. In Montana, we sponsor
several programs across the state, including one in Helena.

Let me state from the outset that all of Babe Ruth League’s volunteers -~ from

‘the local League Manager to the Chairman of the 17-member International

Board - are dedicated to the betterment of youth and their safety, while at the
same time producing better baseball players.

Given our unprecedented involvement in the youth game of baseball, the Babe
Ruth League is concerned with a bill pending in your Business and Labor
Committee that ban aluminum -baseball bats from baseball leagues for
teenagers in Montana. Specifically, as an international organization, we are

concerned that these bills label aluminum bats - and therefore our league -

unsafe. Our league and players - or at least some of them - would fall under
this legislation.

From our viewpoint, Babe Ruth League provides opportunities for children
aged 5 to 18 to play baseball in a structured, supervised and safe environment
that promotes sound values like sportsmanship, teamwork and dedication.

In adopting our league rules, in establishing standards for the game and in all
planning for our organization, the primary consideration is the welfare of the
participants. The Babe Ruth League would not use aluminum baseball bats if
they were a safety risk to our players. The fact of the matter, aluminum
baseball bats are good for youth baseball and do not represent a safety issue to
our players.
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K&K Insurance Group administers the accident insurance program for our
league; they indicate that the participation in our program has steadily
increased over the past several years. At the same, our records indicate no
significant rise in the number of claims per team per year, nor has there been an
increase in the dollar amount of claims. In fact, loss dollars per participant and
loss dollars per claim have decreased dramatically since 1994.

The data from K&K Insurance does not support the theory that baseball (and
softball) players are at an increased risk of injury due to the use of non-wood
bats. Furthermore, the data from our league is contrary to the findings in HB
588 and HJ Res 19. '

That said, injuries in baseball can and do occur; but statistically, baseball is a
safer sport than many youth activities and sports. Our League constantly
reviews our rules and safety issues - there is no reason from our data and
experience to change our bat rules. |

Babe Ruth League officials would be happy to answer any questions you may
have about our league, rules, and the use and safety of aluminum bats.

Our concern, frankly, is that false data and bad information will hurt the game
of baseball. We want more children to play baseball - not less.

Sincerely,

=

‘4‘5. /)/'7\/’
w ph M. Smaiegdcki
Ce President/Operations & Marketing

JMS/tc
cc:  George Haegely - Montana American Legion Baseball
Babe Ruth League - Montana
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February 10, 2005

The Honorable Gary Matthews
Capitol Building

301 E 6" Avenue

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Senator Mathews:

itis my understanding that you have proposed legislation that would discontinue the
use of non-wood baseball bats in Montana, At this time, in the opinion of Littic League
Baseball, Incorporated, the world's largest organized youth sports program, and the
USA Baseball Medical and Safety Advisory Committee, there is insufficient injury data
available to suggest or warrant such a dramatic change. I'd also add that Little League
Baseball, Incorporated has a distinguished safety record and, i there was conclusive
injury data to suggest such a change was warmanted, our organization would bs among
. the leaders to do s0. | was asked by the aditorial board of the New York Daily News to
prepare an opinion — editorial regarding this issue and I'd like to share a copy of it with
you. I've also included correspondence on this matter to former U.S. Senator Peter
Fitzgerald. Senator Fitzgerald subsequently discontinued scheduling a hearing.

Little League Baseball injury data is well documented, public and accurate, and I'd be
happy to share it with you or answer any questions you might have.

Best wishes.
Sincerely,
STEPHEN D. KEENER
President and
Chief Executive Officar
SDK/nhk

cc: Paul Seiler, USA Baseball
Renny Malach, DA

bc: Jim Darby
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By STEPHEN D. KEENER

The issue before the.-New York City Council — the safety of nonwood bats for youth
baseball games — is one of many monitored constantly by Little League. While injuries
are an unfortunate aspect of any youth sport, facts, not feelings, must be used in making

decisions dealing with safety.

For more than a half-century, Little League has taken a ploneering role in haseball
safety, The radial-ribbed batting helmet developed by Little League has become a
standard in all baseball levels. Little League Baseball was instrumental in developing the
modem catcher's chest protector, and Little League research led to the catcher's helmet
with attached mask and throat guardg.

Little League maintains strict nules to protect piayer safety, from limitations on the
number of innings a Little Leaguer may pitch to a ban on haad-first sliding in the younger
age divisions. These rules are based on statistics gathered over many years as a result
of raports from thousands of Little League programs in every U.S. state and 103 foreign
countries. Statistics are gathered both from Little League insurance claims and from
injury/incident reports provided voluntarily to Little L.eague headquarters by thousands of
leagues annually.

The fact is, injuries from batted balls have decreased steadily in Liitle League for more
than 10 years. Nonwood bats were first permitted in 1971, they have never been
required but are used by most teams.

One indicator we use to detect the possibility of problems with nonwood bats is the
number of pitchers injured by batted balls. From a high of 145 reported batted-bail
injuries o pitchers in 1992, there were 26 in 2002. Considering there were more than
160 million at-bats by 2.6 miltion Little Leaguers duning this past season, the data are
insufficient to suppert outlawing nenwood bats.

It would be irresponsibie to make nile changes based on perceptions alone that would
unnecessarily cost local Liftle Leagues thousands of dollars.

City Counciiman James Oddo (R-S.1.) has stated publicly that Little League receives
“millions” of dollars from bat manufacturers. This distortion of the truth does a great
disservice to the several hundred thousand Little League players and volunteers in New
York City. The fact is, Little League annually receives about $95,000 (less than 1% of its
annual operating budget) from all bat manufacturers. This licensing fee is administered
by the Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association's Youth Bat Licensing Program, in
which all major youth bassball organizations recaive benefits. In any event, regardiess of

the composition of the bat, the royalty payment is estimated to be the same.

Should credible data indicate an increase in injuries, Little League Basaball will lead the
effort in making the necessary changes. Qur safety record speaks for itself.

P,

01



----- Original Message-—----

.Drom: Nora Haase
ent: Tuesday, February 15, 2005 10:02 AM
To: 'matthewsfmail .midrivers.com'

Cc: Daniel Kirby
Subject: RE:

Dear Assemblyman Matthews:

Thank you for your response and while I appreciate your acknowledgement
that the proposed legislation does not affect Little League Baseball, I
would respectfully advise you that Little League Basebzll provides
baseball programs for young people up to the age of 18. Our position
remains that there is not sufficient empirical injury data to warrant
the prohibitien of non wood bats at any level of Little League Baseball
from 5 through 18 years of age. I will have our Director of Risk
Management Dan Kirby forward the injury data for your review.

Again, I that you for your reply and respectfully urge you to reconsider
your position on this matter.

Steve Keener
President & CEO

————— Original Message-----

From: matthews@mail.midrivers.com [mailto:matthews@mail.midrivers.com]
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2005 11:31 BAM

To: CEO

Subject:
.Dear Mr. Keener:
I am writing in response to your letter concerning the proposed

legislation
that would discontinue the use of non-wood baseball bats in Montana. The

legislation that I am proposing does not reflect little league baseball,
it

only applies to the use of non-wood bats in high school baseball. 1If
you would

like any additonal information about this legislation, I would be happy
to

share it with you or answer any questions you might have. Thank ycu.

Sincerely,
Gary Matthews

Speaker of the Hcuse
406-444-4815
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The Honorable Jim Keane
Montana House of Representatives
Pusiness and Labor Committee
P.0. Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620-0500

February 10, 2005
Dear Chairman Keane,

it has been brought to my attention that bilis have been introduced in the Montana Legislature
which would ban the use of non-wood baseball bats.

As the Presidgent and CEQ of PONY Baéebali and Softbali, with 400,000 boys and 50,000 girls
playing basebal and softbail in our leagues, | wantad to share with you our views on safety and
baseball bats.

PONY Baseball and Softbail was founded in the early 1850's. In the early 1960's it becamme an
intemational orgenization. PONY, which stands forf “protect Our Nation's Youth® has grown and
increased our number of players and teams and have maintained our focus where it should be,
t'?a safety and general weifare of our participants, atways striving to “Protect Our Nation's

outh.”

For everyona involved m PONY ~ whether coaches and parents or field directors and league
officials — the top priotity is placed on the player, their enjoyment, their learning environmant,
and their safety. Basebail and softball are great games that teach teamwork and provide life-
long experiences for young people. They are also fun and safe games.

As you review HB 568 and HJ RES 19, | wanted to share with you our past and current efforts to
ensure that baseball is a safe and enjoyable game. From our yigwpoint, the more you and your
colleagues can learn about the steps taken by PONY (and other youth paseball leagues) to
ensure player safely and enjoyment, the betler for PONY and youth baseball.

Our league is guided by a Mission Statement, Code of Ethics and Vision Statement that we
believe sets the pqrameters for a first class basebal and softball organization vgith an

extensive outreach and education effort for adults associated with ihe league to promote safety
and baseball skills. Our Risk Management Guide provides information and instruction on a wide
variety of safety issues. including equipment and facility safety, emergency first aid guidelines,
transportation of players and many more topics.

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTLRE
PO, Box 225 ¢« Washington, PA 15301 s 724-225-1060 * Fax: 724-225-9852
[-mail: iNfO@pony.org * Www.pony.arg



PONY Basebail and Softbalt allows and supports the use of aturminum bats, they have been &
part of PONY and other amatewr leagues for more than 30 years. Our league’s insurance
representative thoroughly tracks ciaims and injury reports. The data and our experience clearly
demonstrate that the game is safe with aluminurn bats.

Ag i any sport or activity, there are some rigks. PONY Baseball and Softball is committed to
player safety; and we continually monitor the game 10 ensure we provide the highest standard of
protection for our players. We beiiave today’s PONY Basebali and Softball is safe, particularty if
rules and guidelines are followed.

if your Committee moves forward with this legislation, | hope you will listen 10 the views and
perspectives of the leagues and officiats that are on the field, teaching baseball game, and
ciosest to the game. We are concemed fathers and mothers may perceive baseball, as
govemed by our league rules, as unsafe. And as children {and parents) have many choices for
their recreation and sport activities, the game of youth basebalt may suffer if it is wrongfully
perceived to be deNgerous.

Please lat me know if you have any questions regarding PONY Baseball and Softball or if there
is any additional information | can provide you.

Protect Our Ngjjon's Youth,
e

Abraham Key
President and CEO

CC: George Haegely
Montana American Legion Baseball
435 4th Street West
Kalispell, MT 58901




Tne Honorable Jim Keane
Montana House of Representatives
Business and Labor Committee
P.O. Box 200400

Helena, MT 58620-0500

February 10, 2005
Dear Chairman Keane,

It has been brought to my attention that bills have been introduced in the Montana Lagislature
which would ban the use of non-wood baseball bats.

As the President and CEC of PONY Baseball and Softball, with 400,000 boys and 50,000 girls
playing baseball and softball in our lesguss, | wanted to share with you Our views on safety and
baseball bats.

PONY Baseball and Softball was founded in the early 1850's. Inthe early 1960's it became ar

international orgenization. PONY, which stands for “protact Our Nation's Youth® has grown and

increased our number of players and teams and have maintained our focus where it ghouid be,

t'?e safety and general welfare of our participants, aiways striving to “Protact Our Nation's
outh.”

For everyons involved in PONY — whether coaches and parents or field directors and league
officials — the top prionity IS placed on the player, their enjoyment, their leaming environment,
and their safety. Baseball and softbail are great games that teach teamwork and provide life-
long experiences for young peopie. They are also fun and safe games.

As you review HB 588 and HJ RES 19, | wanted to share with you ouf past and current efforts to
ensure that baseball is a safe and enjoyable game. From ouf viewpoint, the more you and your
colleagues can leam about the steps taken by PONY (and other youth basebal! leagues) to
ensura player safety and gnjoyment, the better for PONY and youth baseball.

Our league is guided by a Mission Statement, Code of Ethics and Vision Siatement that we
pelieve sets the parameters for 8 first class baseball and softball organization with an
unwavering commitment foward safety. We annually review our rules and policies and have an
extensive outreach and education effort for agults associated with the league to promote safety
and basebal skills. Our Risk Management Guide provides information and instruction on a wide
variety of safety issues, including equipment and facility safety, emergency first aid guidelines,
transportation of players and many more topics.

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTLRS
PO, Box 225 » Washington. PA 15301 ¢ 724.225-1060 ¢ Fax: 724-225-9852
[-mail: info@pony.org * WwwW.pony.org



PONY Basebali and Softbalt allows and supports the use of aluminum pats; they have been a
part of PONY and other amateur leagues for more than 30 years. Our league’'s insurance
representative thoroughly fracks claims and injury reports. The data and our experience clearly
demonstrate that the game is safe with aluminun bats.

As in any sport or activity, there are some risks. PONY Basebal and Softball is committed 10
player safety; and we continually monitor the game 1o ensure we provide the highest standard of
protection for our players. We believe today's PONY Baseball and Softball is safe, particutarly if
ruies and guidelines are followed.

If your Committee moves forward with this legisiation, ! hope you will listen to the views and
perspectives of the lsagues and officials that are on the field, teaching basebali game, and
closest to the game. We are concerned fathers and mothers may perceive baseball, as
govemed by our league rules, as unsafe. And as children {(and parents) have many choices for
their recreation and sport activities, the game of youth baseball may suffer if it is wrongfully
perceived to be dangefous.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding PONY Baseball and Softball or if there
is any additional information | can provide you.

Protect W?omh.

Abraham Key
Prasident and CEQO

CC:. George Haegely
Montana American Legion Baseball
435 4th Street West
Kalispetl, MT 59901
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Federal agency denies requést for ruling on bats

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Comnmission has denied a petition from I.W. McKav Jr. asking the
comunission to issue a rule requiring that all non-wood baseball bats perform like w

In an April 5 letter, CPSC Secretary Todd Stevenson advised McKay, a long-time critic of many
non-wouod bats, that he had failed to demonstrate that non-wood bats posed an increasing risk of injury
to pitchers. Quoting National Injury Surveillance System data, Stevenson wrote: "Of 51 deaths due to
ball impact from January 1991 to January 2001, 17 were identified as being due to impact with a batted
ball. Of those 17, eight were reported to have invoived non-wood bats. But deaths also occurred.
involving wood bats {two) and thrown balls (18)."

The CPSC letter noted that NCAA data for the 1990s are incomplete, but the information that is
available does not reveal a significant increase to injuries to pitchers.

The CPSC also examined the possibility that non-wood bats propel the ball at a speed that exceeds 2
. pitcher's ability to react. Acknowledging that non-wood bats "in some test conditions may produce
. speeds near a pitcher's limit to react,” the CPSC said that "factors other than reaction time may also
determine whether a pitcher is injured. As for the severity of mjury, being struck by any batted ball can
produce serious injury. You (McKay) have provided no information, nor is the commission aware of
i = by blis batted with non-wood bats are more severe than those involving

any, that injunies p
wood bats."

As for whether a rule is reasonably necessary to address an unreasonable risk of injury, the CPSC letter
stated: "Developing requirements for non-wood bats would be a complex matter. Essentially, the
commission wou!d need to determine what is an unsafe level of play and what performance

requirements for bats are necessary to bring them to a safe level. Current data apnd information are not
sufficient for this task " '

Qpen in nevw windaw

MCAA QOnline Home Page
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Montana House Business and Labor Committee
Chairman Jim Keune

Vice-Chair Kathleen Galvin-Halcro

Vice-Chair Joe McKenney

P.Q, Box 200400

Helena, MT 59620.0500

Dear Business and Labor Committes Members:

Asthe Congressionally-designated National Governing Body of Basebull, USA Baseball works
with, and {3 unjted with, virtually every major national amateur baseball organization to promote
&nd develop the game of baseball; USA Baseball governs mare than 20 million amateyy players
in bellparks sud playgrounds across the country,

USA Baseball is respongible for promoting and developing the gamne of baseball on the
grassroots level, both nationally and intemationally; and due to our reach USA Baseball js 5
resource center for its various membership groups, fans, and players.

Legislation ia pending in your Conmittee which raises concerns for USA Baseball, our
moembers, and Ruateur leagues in Montana and around the country,

House Bill 588 and House Joint Resolution 19 call into question: the rules of every baseball
league and association, ealls jnto question the safety of amsteur bassball, and calls into question
the commitment of thousands of volunteers, admisistrators and officials who are dedicated to
promoting the game of basaball among young people.

Bugeball is a safe sport today — and through the monitoring and leadership of leagues and
offioials across the country ~ will be & safe sport tomotrow.

As you may know, other states and municipstities have looked into the issue of aluminum bat
safety in the past few years. Every amateur leagus and assooiation hag been opposed to rules that
would prohibit the use of aluminum bagsball bass.

Oge point that your commitree should review i8 the current independent testing that is done on
aluminum bags: the -3 BESR certification,

']

P.O. Box 131 @ Tel: (919) 474.8721
Durham, N.C. 27702 Fax: (919) 474 5822
mfb@usabaseball.com v usabaseball. com
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independetr testing and certification, Duriog the mid-1990s, collegiate baseball became 2 “long bail”
game and offensive statistios increased, The performance of alurninum bats was part of the reason for
ihis increass in offense; but the NCAA responded with new rules, independent testing, and a
certification process to ensure alumimum bats performed like wood bats,

The BESR certification process, which is conducted at the Bagebal] Research Center at UMass-
Lowell Departmentt of Mechanical Engineering, ensures an aluminum bat meets four eriteria;

1. the ma;dmum exit spoed {5 similar to the performance of the best Northern White Ash
wood bat;

2. the bat's length to weight differential is no greater than minug.3 {for instance a 34 inch
bac must weigh 31 ounces - the bat is heavier);

3. the barre! diameter may not exceed & mexiraumn of 2 5/8 inches - bats in (he past were 2
3/4 inches - the barrel iz smaller;

4. the balance point of the bat meets the moment-of-ineitiv requirerent,

The National Federation of State High School Associations votsd tn sdopt the BESR standards of June
200} ~ and require al] high school baseball playets to use minus-3 BESR bats, American Legion
required the minus-3 BESR bats before the NEFS,

USA Baseball supparted this change and balieves it demoristrates the ability, willingness, and attention
baseball leagues and associations show tha game and more (mportantly the players, Nearly overy
amateur bascbajl league - from the NCAA to Litte League -- has closely monitored snd studied the
use and safety of aluminum bats, Not one of these leagues has moved to prohibit sluminum bats,

USA Baseball has formed itg Medionl/Safety Advisory Committee to further advance and
continue amatenr baseball’s focus on promoting safety. Representatives on this committes
include Dr. Fredrick Muelier, Chaitman of the Departrnent of Bxercise and Sport Sclence at the
University of North Carolina and Director of the Nationa] Center for Catastrophic Sports Injury
Research, 83 well as our Chair, Dr. Banry Goldberg of Yile University and Dr. James Andrews

.

from Birmingham. The Committee is committed to easuring the sport of baseball continues to he
safe.

Usa Buebill strongly encourages the Rusiness and Labor Coramittes to talic with leagues,
officlals, coaches 494 resesrchers involved in basebail prior to moving forward with unnecessary

sluminum bats: USA Baseball, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Nations! Collegiate
Athletic Association (Blne Ribbon Research Pagel), National Federatl on of State High Schoo!
Associations, United States Specialty Sports Associstion, Little League Bageball, Babe Ruth
Baseball, and PONY Baseball; not one of these leagues have prohibited their use,

We do not believe the Montana Legislature shonld conclude ~ counter to all theso leagues and
a8800iations — that aluminue baseball bata are wnsafs. Our ofganization would invite you to call
and 1alk with our members and experts.
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If T oan provide you with any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

28

Panl V., Seiler

Exeoutive Director
USA Baseba]}

CC:  American Legion Baseball; Montana
USA Baieball Executive Committee




