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Helena, MT 58620-1706
{406) 444-3084

State-Tribal Relations Interim Committee FAX (408) 444 3006

S8th Montana Legislature

SENATE MEMBERS HOUSE MEMBERS COMMITTEE STAFF

JOHN BOHLINGER--Chair ) CAROL JUNEAU--Vice Chair ' CONNIE ERICKSON, Research Analyst
EDWARD BUTCHER BRUCE MALCOLM EDDYE MCCLURE, Staff Attorney

KEN HANSEN RICK RIPLEY DAWN FIELD, Secretary

CAROLYN SQUIRES JONATHAN WINDY BOY )

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PUBLIC HEARINGS ON
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 8

The State-Tribal Relations Committee held three public hearings to gather information
and recommendations for its study on dropout prevention, particularly as it pertains to
American Indian students. The hearings were held at:

Fort Belknap Community College on September 29, 2003

Montana Indian Education Association Conference in Missoula on April 2,
2004 '

L.ame Deer Alternative High School on June 2, 2004

The following are the recommendations made by participants at the public hearings.

Recommendations to the State Legisiature

1.

2.
3.

~No

Enact an Indian employment preference law for schools with a substantial
Indian enroliment.

Perform a follow-up study to the Indian education study done in 1995.
Provide financial incentives to schools that show significant increases in
their graduation rates.

Provide technical and financial support to smali businesses on
reservations.

Provide funding for appropriate and adequate mental health services for
youth.

Extend the school enrollment age limit from age 18 to age 20.

Require the appointment of an Indian representative to the Board of
Regents.

Recommendations to the Board of Public Education

1.

7.

Establish an Indian teacher training program in cooperation with the
Montana University System

Allow students to receive high school credit for cultural activities.
Establish a goal of an 80% graduation rate in every Montana high school.
Allow schools to adopt more flexible graduation requirements if their
graduation rate is below 80%.

Allow high schools to offer GED programs.

Allow schoois to teach creation science because it is more compatible
with native American creation stories.

Ensure that teacher preparation programs include instruction on Indian
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21.  Allow parents, students, and the community to help design schools and
school programs.
22.  Enforce truancy laws.

Recommendations to Tribes

1. Become more involved in school governance structures.
2. Develop education standards, based on Montana standards, and
coordinate with local schools.

General Recommendations

1. Require collaboration among all of the programs that serve youth in a
community. _
2. Focus on students' strengths, not on students' weaknesses.



