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The Honorable Kathleen Galvin-Hatero
.- Chair, House Fducation Commitiee
-+ Montana House of Representatives
S PO Box 201706

‘Helena, MT 596201706

Deaz‘(,e)mmmee Chair Galvin-Halero:

.Tige;Nétieﬂhl_Confecﬁonm Association (NCA) greatly appreciates this oppertunity fo express its
views régarditie House Bill 378, which is up for consideration in vour commitice. The measure seeks
to expand restrictions on the sale of selected food and beverage products in the schools of your state.

As you can imagine, the members of our association are very interested in this issue. NCA represents 7
more than 700 companies that manufacture and market the vast majority of chocolate and non-
choeolate confectionery in the United States.

;NQA_beigiéves- that stodents, parents, legistators, vendors and in soimeé circamstances .eycﬁ school
-officials are not fully aware of the current restrictions in schools regarding the sale of foods in -
. tompetition with the national school lanch and breakfast programs.

- There are already significant control measwres e the disposal of schaols in your state through
- regulations promutigated by the US. Department of Agriculture {USDA). These regulations strictly
prohibit the sale of “foods of minimal mufritional vaiue” in designated food service areas during the
meak periods. Other foods in competition with the school breakfast and lanch programs are only sold
- “when proceeds benefit the schoo! or an approved student orgamization. Unifortunately, fhese USDA
guidelines are sometimes unknown or not enforced.

Please be aware thar improvements in fechnology can increase the capability of schoels to enforce
these USDA guidelines. Timers can now be attached to vending machines that control when the
- mackines can be operated or shut down, '

.We strongly support a comprehensive education campaign so as many people as possible kuow about
¢ tough guidelines already in place 1o restrict the sale of our members’ products in schools, Our
sociation accepts the fact that local districts are capable of making these guidelines éven tougher if
they so desire and ask that vour committee mainiain the flexibility of local districts to make this

¢ision based on their own particular norms ahd needs. :

- Chifldren’s health is a complex and multi-faceted issue, affected by a variety of factors, including &

. child’s behavior, environment, levels of physical activity and inactivify, genetics, and diet. Our
organization is committed to supporting children’s health and fo encouraging both parents and
children to maintain a healthy lifestvle. We are currently working with leaders in the health
professional community by providing materials to help them educate children and their parents on
effective approaches to health, nutrition and welght management. :
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- Health professional organizations such as the American Dietetic Asssciation beliove thatd
healthy dietary reginen fucorporates a diet that is balanced and fnclides & variety of fends i
‘moderation. While we certainly agree with the need for continuing efforts to identify snd sepport
measures that encourage children’s health and well-being, NCA foels childhood obesity is 4 mudti-
fabeted problem that will not be solved by restricting food choices. Such restriciive proposals ase at
©+best short-term m nature and are not Hksly to be effective, especially at the high-school level,

- " . 'Fhechildren of your state will benefit far more if you instead pursue long-term solutions to
¢ - eateh that emphasize nutrition education and incressed physical activity, Teaching children
- gbowt the benifity of a balanced diet wovld do more to steer them in the right direction oni nutrition |
 would the endctment of food restrictions. Increasing the amasirit gf their time devored 1o phy: ival
ity throuigh physical education glasses, niot eliminating recess periods or other mofhods wonld also
oo the health of children. - Studies hiave fomnd the physical activity of children

schools of your state. Each year, nearly 32 billion

¢jéots in the on warth of projects at schoslsand
other novprofit organizations are made possible by fundraising. The vast majority of Americans,”
uding cight out of tett parerits, support schoo! and son-profit product fundraising. Fundraising if

sehools Suppotts nausic programs. youth athletic activitics, coiputer aducation, PTAs, PT0s, seout
_; .;mgmizatiam and other programs that are irnportant to students’ overall educational sxperionce.

7 N@mﬁd&;mﬁyaﬁmi&cﬁ@mpm@mmq@mgymemg popular fund ..‘Sfiﬁgprad;g;;s' |
litfle to promote the overall he Programms, v .

<aifh of children. Produet fundraising programs
stdents” families and family friends and co-workers, o
8 home and over the feléphone, rathet than within fié schivol enviro
stenit of Agricultare dats ndicate that ceasumption of confectiones
&gﬁe over time and represeiits less than 2% of the total calorios ¢

U tan be certain that the National Confectioners Association will cortinue working with the health

 professionial community and physical fitness professionals, the food industry and othar committed
indusizies and organizations to educate consamers about how all foods can fit withir a heaithy diet

«when adopting good nuttition and embracing appropriate exercise. Do nct hesitate to contact our

association if we-can answer any questions regarding this issue.

- Bincerely,

- : Vice President; Legislative Affairs
- Enclosure: ADA Position Statement : . '
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