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DATE. _!-18-05°
Tuesday, January 18, 2005 MR 24 Rawa—

Representative Lindeen and members of the House Select Committee on Education Funding,

For the record, my name is Darrell Rud, Executive Director of the School Administrators of
Montana.

1 would like to convey my support and that of the School Administrators of Montana for HB124
for the establishment of the K12 health insurance program. -

This is viewed as an urgent “immediate relief piece of the puzzle” to remedy the inadequacies and
inequities of the states’ portion of school funding as recently determined by the Montana
Supreme Court.

During this challenging time in public education generally characterized by declining enroliment,
difficulty in wquiringadequatcresources, struggles in recruiting and retaining highly qualified
personnel, and ongoing efforts to strengthen and maintain QUALITY education for ﬂle school
districts of Montana, statewide health insurance is a key! :

The K-12 SHIP, as proposed, has 2 locallycontmlled”govmanoesuucnn'eandlsdii
orgmnzanmmatmbemuuswdwmsmethequhtymdaﬁ‘mdablehedmmsmm&pmgrm
that is so desperately needed in our state.

Ithasbemmypnwlegemworkmmmdnmvenmnﬂmthmpmsmmv&eﬁommmtaﬁeded
constiteencies, including the health insurance industry, to put aside the majority of our
differences and rally together to promote siatewide health insurance that can work! The
culmination was in unanimous consensus by the K12 School Renewal Commission on which I
served and unanimous support from the Interim Education and Local Government Subcommittee!

Thank you for your consideration of this request to vote for HB124!

Sincerely,

Lbrs 424

Darrell Rud
Executive Director
School Administrators of Montana




