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Quality Education/Quality Schools

Cardinal Principles 1918

Quality education has traditionally been defined in terms of student output. The first
national effort to lay the foundation for quality education and create standardization was
started in 1915 and completed in 1918. The result was seven student output statements
(seven cardinal principles). These statements applied to secondary schools. Elementary
schools were to concentrate on the basic learning skills. High school graduation
requirements reflected the principles and were developed nation wide. Later college
entrance requirements also influenced graduation requirements.

The seven principles did not advocate dividing education into separate fields. The
principles are all interrelated and depend on an ethical character to motivate the learner.

Montana Quality Education Project 1975

In 1975 the Montana State Board of Education with the assistance of the Northwest
Regional Education Lab crafted 8 interrelated dimensions of the learning process that
must be achieved if a quality education is to exist. These dimensions like the Cardinal
Principles were not divided into subject matter areas. To transform potential into actuality
the board said schooling would enable students to achieve the dimensions. The study
identified both what the dimensions were and how they were to be achieved. These
dimensions were consistent with the 7 Cardinal Principles, but omitted the areas of
Health, Vocational and Ethical Character.

Senate Bill 411 2003

Senate Bill 411 was a failed attempt to define quality schools. The 7 outcome statements
addressed the 7 Cardinal Principles, except for Ethical Character. The statements also
were interrelated and not divided by subject matter.

Montana Standards 2001

Montana Standards replaced the model learner goals of the accreditation manual with
broad subject matter goals. The 7 Cardinal Principles were covered in general except for
Ethical Character. The purpose of accreditation is to establish a foundation for a basic
system of quality education.

Proposed 2004

Eleven student outcomes, which are more comprehensive than the other models, are
proposed. Additions include Develop Learning Skills, Develop Analytical Skills, Instill
Love of Country, Develop Job Skills and Instill Moral Character. Similar to other quality
education models, the outputs are interrelated and not separated by subject area.



Develop Learning Skills is proposed as a separate output to focus attention on the need
for students to be self-learners. Emphasis on the learning skills will make a dramatic
impact on a student’s ability to succeed in all other subjects and succeed in his or her

chosen occupation.

Develop analytical skills is a thinking process that may be neglected in the transfer of
information from the teacher or the book. Analyzing the information should be taught by
all of the teachers.

Instill Love of Country is an unwritten goal of courses such as history and government.
Sometimes students end up hating these courses because of the way they are taught,
Memorizing information may take priority over appreciating the sacrifice of what other
have done.

Develop Job Skills is frequently neglected. After 12 years of schools, graduates expect to
be able to get a job to support themselves. Many times this does not happen because
obtaining job skills is not a priority.

Instill Moral Character was a goal in the past, but is being neglected because of the
connection between good character and religion. Teaching and demanding good
behavior does not _constitute teaching religion. The court system has not defended the
right of the school discipline students.



