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WHY ADEQUATELY FUND
INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL MONTANANS?

Atticle X, 1(2
The state recognizes the distinct and
unique cultural heritage of the American
Indian and is committed in its educational
goals to the preservation of their cultural
integrity

Supreme Court Decision — Nov. 9, 2004

= Unanimous Declsion

“We affirm the District Court's conclusion
that the current funding system violates
Article X, Section 1 (2), of the Montana
Constitufion in that the state has failed to
decognize the distinct and unique culiural
heritage of American Indians and has
shown no commitment in‘its educational
goals to the preservation of Indian Cultural
identity.”

Jeffery M. Sherlock, District Court
Judge, Helena, April 18, 2004:

“This Court hereby ruies that the cument
state funding system violates Article X,
Section 1 (2) of the Montana Consfitution
in that the State has failed to recognize the
distinct and unigue cultural identity.

“To have any meaning or effect, the
Indian Education for all Act requires
resources and programs, which in turm,
require funding..... in reality, the State
appears to be defenseless on Plaintiffs
claim that Article X, Section 1 (2) of the
Montana Constitution has not been
implemented by the State despite the
constifution's direction to do so."

1972 - Two high school students from

Fort Peck - testimony at Con-Con
“We hereby request the state of Montana to

recognize the need for the inclusion and

implementation of culturally sensitive curricufa

within the public education system adapted
to the ethnic groups within the area of the
-school district. Most especially, we request
that the curricula shall be relevant and
sensitive to the native peoples residing in
the State of Montana. We would like, very
simply, our history, our culture, our identity.”

(Fiyer prepared by Montana Indian
Education Association, Feb. 15, 2005)

Indian Education for All Montanans is:

..the only constitutionally mandated curriculum in
Montana for the state’s educational systems.

...meant for ALL students in Montana from
kindergarten through college.

...insuring that all curricula reflect culturally
appropriate American/Montana Indian content
through an integrated curriculum. .

...providing all schools with instructional resources to
provide a quality educational curriculum that reflects
American/Montana Indians.

...providing all teachers with adequate training both in
college teacher preparation programs as well as
school inservice to enable them to effectively integrate
culturally relevant content and teaching strategies into
their curriculum.

...Montana’s educational systems reflecting the
wonderful diversity of Montana’s citizens.



School Renewal Commission
-Cultural Education-

The Commission supports state-funded Indian Education for All curriculums
and policies/rules developed through partnerships led by the Office of Public
Instruction, Board of Public Education, and legislature, including Indian

educators, tribes, and others. These partnerships will develop and implement:

.

Policies/rules that support and insure that all schools provide the
necessary gutdance to the school instructional staff and programs to
include culturally appropriate instruction for all students.

Professional development for all school personnel to insure they are
adequately prepared to provide instruction and supportlve services for
all students, including Indian students.

Curriculum development and suppomve instructional resources.
necessary to meet state accreditation guidelines as well as local district
standards to integrate culturally appropriate American/Montana Indian
Lessons in all curricular areas in grades K-12 for all students.

Assessments standards that incorporate measurements for the
achievement of all students and are tied to the goals of Indian

Education for All.

These partnerships will provide educational opportunities to eliminate the
wide disparity in educational achievement that exists between the
American Indian students in Montana’s Public Schools and their non-
Indian peers as clearly documented by educational achievement research
and data.

Vote: August 16,2004 - Consensus




INFORMATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION

National - data provided by Education Trust www.edtrust.org

92% of American Indian students attend public schools.

In 2003, American Indian students were an average of 3 years behind their White peers in
Reading and Math.

18 American Indian students are being held back versus 9% of White students.
54% of American Indian students graduate from high school versus 72% White students.

Of every 100 American Indian and Alaska Native Kindergartners — 58 graduate from high
school and 7 get a Bachelor’s Degree. .

Of every 100 White Kindergarteners - 93 graduate from high school and obtain at least a
Bachelor’s Degree.

Montana — OPI’s Website - “American Indian Education Data Fact Sheef”

6% of Montana’s Populatioﬁ is Indian — 11% of K-12 Enrollment is Indian.

2].% of Indian students are enrolled in our city schools.

2.4% of Certified Teachers are Indian.

60% of students in schools on and near reservations are eligible for free or reduced lunch.

Monana - CRT Results 2003-04 — Reported Jan. 20,2005:

Reading Performance Level: At or above Proficient
All Students Combined................... 62.2%
White, non-Hispanic..........c.............. 66.3%
American Indian/Alaska Native... 31.8%
Math Performance Level:
All students, combined..................... 56.8%
White, non-Hispanic......................... 61.2%

American Indian/Alaska Native....... 25.0%

(Information prepared by Carol C. Juneau Feb. 16, 2005)



AMERICAN INDIAN STUDENT GRADUATION RATE

Summary of the public schools located on/near the seven
Montana reservation communities — seven (7) years

Total Total Indian
- Indian Graduates &
Reservations Freshmen % of 9" grade
‘Blackfeet 1,596 643 40% .
Crow - 1,075 581 54%
Northern Cheyenne 451 260 58%
Flathead 967 509 53%-
Fort Belknap 473 292 62%
Fort Peck 1,128 496 " 44%
Rocky Boy 393 208 ~ 53%

Total 6,083 2989 49%

Urban Areas (5 cities) over 4-year period starting with 1996-1997
‘Freshmen to 1999-2000 Freshmen up to 2002-2003 Graduates
(includes Billings, Great Falls, Havre, Helena, Missoula)

Total 1,066 502 47%

Data above was compiled by Carol Juneau based on Fall Reports sent to OPI by schools in Montana.
OFI Provided data on student enrollment each year and number of graduates by ethnicity.

Year Freshmen Year Graduated

1999-2000 Freshmen--------—-———-- 2002-2003 Graduates
1998-1999 Freshmen------—---~---- — 2001-2002 Graduates
1997-1998 Freshmen--——----mmmccau— 2000-2001 Graduates
1996-1997 Freshmen-—-----—=nmeemm- 1999-2000 Graduates
1995-1996 Freshmen-eweese—mo—— 1998-1999 Graduates
1994-1995 Freshmen-—-—-———--—-— 1997-1998 Graduates
1993-1994 Freshmen--———-==m=cuu-— 1996-1997 Graduates
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