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MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE CAROL C. JUNEAU
HOUSE DISTRICT 16

- HELENA ADDRESS: COMMITTEES:
CAPITOL BUILDING APPROPHIATIONS
PO BOX 200400

HELENA, MONTANA 58620-0400
PHONE: (406) 444-4800

HOME ADDRESS:
PO, BOX 55
BROWNING, MT 59417
PHONE: (406) 338-5689

April 8, 2005

Representative Lindeen, Chair and members of
The House Select Committee on Education

House of Representatives

Helena, MT

RE: SB 525 — Quality Schools interim Committee
Dear Chairwoman Lindeen and Members:

Thank you for your work on the definition of a quality education which is now state law. This definition
is an important step toward meeting the constitutional promise made in 1972 in Article X, 1 (2) as well as
the recent Supreme Court Order.

As the State Legislature continues in this process to do a study as well as develop a funding strategy for
schools, Indian Education for All Montanans needs to be an integral part of the process developed by this
Interim Committee outlined in SB 525.

The assessment of educational needs will need to include two components:

e How well are schools implementing Indian Education for All for all students in grades K-12 - are
school policies in place, does the schools’ curriculum have appropriate standards and benchmarks
outlined for Indian Education for All across the curriculum, is professional development provided
for all teachers to help them successfully integrate Indian Education for Al in their lessons, are
adequate resources available in the classrooms and libraries to support the curriculum for all

students and teachers?

e As a separate component of the needs assessment, the disparity in educational achievement
between the American Indian students in our state’s K-12 schools and their non-Indian peers must
be identified as well as the needs of schools to address this disparity. Most Montana students do
quite well in our schools as evidenced by test scores, but there is a group of students, the American
Indian students in our public schools who are being left behind.
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Article X —Education and Public Lands

- Section 1. Educational Goals and Duties: (1) It is the goal of the people to estabiish a system of
education, which will develop the full educational potential of each person. Equality of educationa

opportunity is guaranteed to each person of the state.

(2) The state recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of the American Indian
and is committed in its educational goals to the preservation of their cultural integrity

| 34 Whether the District Court erred in concluding that the State has violated Article X, Section 1
(2). by not recognizing the cultural heritage of American Indians in its educational goals.

t 35 The District Court concluded that the State has failed to recognize the distinct and unique
| cultural heritage of American Indians and that it has shown no commitment in its educational goals |
| to the preservation of indian cultural identify, as demanded by Article X, Section 1 (2). I relied on
’ our opinion in Helena Elementary, when we held that the “provision establishes a special burden |
| in Montana for the education of American Indian children which must be addressed as part of the
f school funding issues.” Helena Elementary, 236 Mont. at 58, 769 P.2d at 693. The State does

J‘ not contest these conclusions. “This Court will not endeavor to review a matter when appellant
|

has directed no argument toward it.” Sands v Nestegard (1982), 198 Mont. 421,428, 656 P.2d
1189, 1993. Therefore, we merely recognize that the findings and the conclusions of the District

| Court regarding Artice X,
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@Ameﬁcan indian Education Data Fact Sheet

6.2% of Montana's tolal population is American Indian. (2000 Census)
11% of Montana's K-12 .public and state funded schools’ population is American Indian

(Montana Public Schoal Enrollment Data, Fall 2003-04,0P1)

During the 2003-2004 school year 69% of Montana's American Indian students were enrolled
in a schoof located on or near an Indian reservation; 21%t were enrdlied in an *urban® schod!,
defined as a school belanging to one of the state’s seven targest school systems (Billings,
Bozeman, Butte, Greal Falls, Helena, Kalispell, and Missoula); and the remaining 10% were
enroiled in non-urban/non-reservation schools.

American Indian district superintendent Full Time Equivalent (FTE): 4.8% (6.5 of 138)
American Indian school principal Full Time Equivalent {FTE) 3.5% (13.9 of 404.2)
American Indian teacher Full Time Equivalent (FTE): 2.4% {245 of 10330)

{2003-04 Annual Data Collection, OPI)

60%:t of students in schools on or near ressrvafions are efigible for reekreduced lunch, as
compared to the Monlana rale for alt students is 34.7%)
{MT Schoof Nutrition Programs Free and Reduced Price Participation Data, 2003-04 School

Year, OPY)

The performance of Montana American Indian students has improved by one {1} average NCE
on the lowa tests since testing began in 2001,

(IRIS Assessment - Simpls Search, OPi (lowa Test)
4t grade math scoring proficient and advanced: 55% American indian, 80 % white
8™ grade math scoring proficient and advanced: 41% American Indian, 75% white
11% grade math scoring proficient and advanced: 46% American Indian, 78% while
4™ grade reading scoring proficient and advanced: 55 % American Indian, 83 % white
8t grade reading scoring proficient and advanced: 44% American Indian, 78% while
11™ grade reading scoring proficient and advanced: 48% American Indian, 82 % while

0OQC oCQCO0Q

Slightly more than half {52%) of all graduates took the ACT test for the school year 2002-
2003., whereas 42% of graduaiing American Indian students were test takers.

Nearly half {49%} of afl schools on or near reservations did not make Adequale Yearly

Progress {AYP) {School AYP Status for FY83, OPH
o Ofthe four elementary schools not making AYP on attendance last year, two {2) were

©ON O near reservations
o Ofthe thirteen (13) high schools not making AYP on graduation rate, seven {7) were
on of near reservations,

Office of Public Instruction
State Superintendent Linda McCuiloch

October 2004
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Montana District-level CRT Results by Subgroup

- -« Reading Performance Levef - - -

School Year 2003-04, Reported January 20, 2005

- =« Math Performance Level - - -
Legal Studant % % % % % At or Above  Student % % % % % At or Above
_ COUNTY AND DISTRIGT NAME Enitty + SUBGROUP Count Novice Nearing Proficlent Advanced  Proficlent Count Novice Nearlng Proficient Advanced  Proficient
Montana Statewide CRT Results
All Students Combined 35014 '216% 16.2% [34.0%. 28.2%  622% 35014  180% - 251% 400%  16.8%  56.8%
‘Students with disabilities 4046 610% 165% |165%  60% 225% 4046 49.3% 305% 16.2%  40%  20.2%
16,972 16.8% 156% '346% 330%  67.6% 16,972 17.4% 255% 414% 157%  57.1%
_ 18042 262% 167% 334% 237%  57.1% 18,042 186% 248% 387% 17.9%  56.6%
A Indian/Al 3825 < 486% 19.5%  23.0% —88%  3UB% . 3825 412% 338% \.210% 41%  25:0%
_ Aslan American 333 T50% 15.3% - 38.4%  312%  69.7% 333 129%  192% J 43.8%  24.0%  67.9%
: Hispanfc or Latino 603 267% 22.7% 325% 18.2%  50.6% 693 257% 296% 355%  9.2%  44.7%
Black or African American 237 274% 235% 33.3% 155%  48.9% 237 294% 354% 295%  59%  354%
“yiilta;:NonsHispanic . 20872 184% 156% 35.4%  31.0%  663%. - 29872 14.8% 239%  426%  18.7%  612%
. Nathve Hawailan or Pacific Islander 54 . 204% 13.0% IBI9% 27.8% 66.7% 54 29.6% - 20.4% 37.0% 13.0% 50.0%
, . Participates In Free/Reduced Lunch 10,806 340% 201% 30.1%  158%  48.0% 10,806 20.4% 296% 321%  82%  40.3%
. Limited English Proficlency 1,166 ©6.6% 18.0% 11.9%  34%  15.4%- 1166 551% 293% 130%  25%  15.5%
Grade 04 10,744 167% 17.7% 394% 263%  657%' 10,744 344% 207%  31.0%  14.2%  452%
Grads 08 12,255 245% 17.3% 31.1% 272%  58.3% 12255 11.0% 250% 45.8%  182%  64.0%
Grade 10 12,015 232% 138% . 321% 30.9%  63.0% 12,015 108% 293%  424% - 17.8%  59.9%
Regular Assessment 34,747 24.7% 162% . 339%  2B.1% - ‘621% 34748 18.0% 252% 400% 16.8%  58.8%
Alternate Assessment 267 105% 165% 378% 352%  73.0% 266 220% 132% 372% 267%  63.9%

EI

Montana Office of Public Instruction
Linda McCulloch, Superintendent
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