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Major Facility Siting Act
Covered Transmission Lines and Findings Necessary

75-20-104(8) "Facility" means:

(a) each electric transmission line and associated facilities of a design capacity of more than 69
kilovolts, except that the term:

(i) does not include an electric transmission line and associated facilities of a design capacity
of 230 kilovolts or less and 10 miles or less in length;

(11) does not include an electric transmission line with a design capacity of more than 69
kilovolts but less than 230 kilovolts for which the person planning to construct the line has
obtained right-of-way agreements or options for a right-of-way from more than 75% of the
owners who collectively own more than 75% of the property along the centerline; and

(1i1) does not include an electric transmission line that is less than 150 miles in length and
extends from an electrical generation facility, as defined in 15-24-3001(4), to the point at.which
the transmission line connects to a regional transmission grid at an existing transmission
substation or other facility for which the person planning to construct the line has obtained right-
of-way agreements or options for a right-of-way from more than 75% of the owners who
collectively own more than 75% of the property along the centerline;

75-20-301. Decision of department -- findings necessary for certification. (1) Within 30 days
after issuance of the report pursuant to 75-20-216 for facilities defined in 75-20-104(8)(a) and
(8)(b), the department shall approve a facility as proposed or as modified or an alternative to a
proposed facility if the department finds and determines:

(a) the basis of the need for the facility;

(b) the nature of the probable environmental impact;

(¢) that the facility minimizes adverse environmental impact, considering the state of available
technology and the nature and economics of the various alternatives;

(d) in the case of an electric, gas, or liquid transmission line or agueduct:

(i) what part, if any, of the line or aqueduct will be located underground;

(ii) that the facility is consistent with regional plans for expansion of the appropriate grid of
the utility systems serving the state and interconnected utility systems; and

(iii) that the facility will serve the interests of utility system economy and reliability;

(e) that the location of the facility as proposed conforms to applicable state and local laws and
regulations, except that the department may refuse to apply any local law or regulation if it finds
that, as applied to the proposed facility, the law or regulation is unreasonably restrictive in view
of the existing technology, of factors of cost or economics, or of the needs of consumers, whether
located inside or outside the directly affected government subdivisions;

() that the facility will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity;

(g) that the department or board has issued any necessary air or water quality deciston,
opinion, order, certification, or permit as required by 75-20-216(3); and

(h) that the use of public lands for location of the facility was evaluated and public lands were
selected whenever their use is as economically practicable as the use of private lands.

(2) In determining that the facility will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity
under subsection (1)(f), the department shall consider:

(a) the items listed in subsections (1)(2) and (1)(b);

(b) the benefits to the applicant and the state resulting from the proposed facility;

(c) the effects of the economic activity resulting from the proposed facility;

(d) the effects of the proposed facility on the public health, welfare, and safety;

(¢) any other factors that it considers relevant.



