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Comments to the Montana Legislature, House Federal Relations Committee regarding SJ 19
(“The Patriot Act” resolution)
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March 14, 2005

From the end of World War II until 1989, our great nation fought a “Cold War” against a
formidable former enemy, the Soviet Union, which President Reagan called the “evil empire”.
After all, the USSR could secretly arrest and indefinitely detain anyone its rulers wished, without
judicial oversight or legal protections from abuse and torture. But today, some of the provisions of
the “Patriot Act” have advocated these very evils we once condemned.

I am troubled by the willingness of the American people, and the U.S. Congress, to accept,
practically without critical dialogue, the assaults on our Constitution implemented by the hurriedly
approved Patriot Act. These actions have stripped Americans of our Constitutional rights to privacy
and due process of law, and have shielded many of our government’s actions from public scrutiny.
The moral strength of the United States of America has always been based on the principle that our
nation operated at much higher standards of justice, decency and openness. When the spirit, and of
greater concern, the letter of the U. S. Constitution are routinely violated, our country is assaulted --
and weakened -- from within. Please pass ST 19. Thank you.
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