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DEER & TURKEY EXPO PRODUCER [, 150

On Tussday, Cotobar 5, 2004, at 09:32 AM, Gienn Helgskand wrote: SB. —L& 6

BiM..

N{)ne of the state&s in which | produce shows have g law against trophy contests. In tact,

. ; sig all over Bach &t gar during desr uniing. 1averns sponser N
tharm Sportmg szds *temnsur i ; 'arnbers of Commerce sponsor thens.

=" TRone of therm — my shows or the other contests — have any | yer o

tn fact, it has heen my sxpenence that cheaters get sniffed out quickly - right al the
contest of shortly thereafler. The only cheating | am aware of is one Instance of a purchased
readkill entered as & gun kil and an llegal out-of-state kill entered as an in-state bow kifl (&

dauble chigat). This is in 21 years of producing shows.
Mave thera been u#.,m'! OF courss, E-Eut damned few. Otherwise, (' d have heard about

them. We draw people from alt aver, 30 every enltry will have ciher pecple from the entry's
home area viewing the trophy antry. If anything's fishy, they'll let someone know.

. Wa've had a handful of instances where game wardens wers able 1o pin a rap on a guy
who entered an iitegal deer, and who were thanikhui the guy entered the deer because they
hatn't baen able to nail the perp any other way. Also, of course, when wardens are sniffing

,@? around the contest, tiying (o get the goods on a suspsct, the word gals around fastand has &
sobering effact on things. So ... in such instances, aur trophy contest has proven 1o be a help,
not a hindrance. You know that old statement: MNothing sterlizes fike bright sunlight.

Besides, any idiot willing to risk his license, ﬁfearm ele. for a trophy costing about $3
ought fo get his ass hailed.

Onis thing that helps keep us clean is that we make it extremely ciear that the ONLY
prizes are partictoation ribbons (purple, so everyone feels they've goy & winar) and award
trophies. We speaificelly stale there are zero cash or merchandise prizes. §thinkthis has a
strong positive Intluence on keeping the contest clean.

Entry totals in our trophy contests vary year to year, gavemed hugely by the weather
{and thus the il total) in the previous ssason, and the (nosening or tighiening of kil regulations,
incraese or decrease In the DNR's desired kifl totals (to bring hards in line with over-wintering
population goals), and related items. For nstancg, ilinois’ contest generally had 450.470
entrigs of really big whitatail racks. (Honest to God, you wouldn'i belleve the size of those racks
unt#t you see them.) in 2003, filnols’ DNR iiberalized the season in & first stap to reduce the
hond size. Entry total at aur 2004 Hilinols trophy contest was 633 of lhe biggest racks I've ever
seen. Eventhe PLY and BAC maasurers were walking around kooking at the tisplay. Guys in

the know in lllinois predict ancther monster vear for our 2008 show and then a big fali-off as the
herd numbers are brought down.,

Ive also found that a ot of the frophy contest entrants are attending the show for the first time.
it they ware doing dirty stuff, they'd have been there multipia times, probably with an entry year
after year, or dlusa o thal. V've seen that happer only onece, and encugh pauple locked cross-
eyed at the guy that he quit. The DNR couldn’t pin anything on him; everyone figured he was
buying antiers and not killing them himself. >

| hope this conmentary helps you. 1t covers all aepecty of & trophy event. Tall anyone who
fras further questions to call ma — 262-242-3890 (Ceniral Time).






