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Restoring TANF Cash Benefits' will stabilize families in Montana,

Most poverty is not long term, the average length of time that a family is on assistance is 3 years. TANF
benefits help families to meet their basic needs in times of financial crisis, often preventing them from
becoming homeless or living in dangerous situations (without electricity or heat).

Restoring TANF Cash Benefits is good for local economies.

Families struggling with poverty are not able to save money. All the money that they receive through work
or their TANF benefit goes to pay for basic needs like clothing, gas, medicine, diapers or baby wipes. All of
these purchases are made in local communities and benefit local economies.

Adults in low-income families want to work, and often do work.
¢ According to the National Center for Children in Poverty, 58% of Montana children in low-income
families have at least one parent who is employed full-time/ year-round.
e 34% of Montana’s children in low-income families have at least one parent who is employed either
part-year or part-time.
e Just 8% of Montana children in low-income families do not have an employed parent.

TANF benefits do not reward laziness or encourage people not to work. TANF benefits allow families
experiencing a financial crisis to provide for their children while they find work or get training that will
provide them the opportunity to obtain a higher wage.
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Restoring TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) Cash Assistance Program
HB 387 (Juneau)

Background: Temporéry Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) is about stabilizing families and
ensuring the well being of Monitana’s children.

= In August 2003, the TANF cash benefit for Montana families was cut by 25%. The benefit for a
family of 3 went from $536/month to $405/month. At the same time, eligibility was dropped from
40.5% of the Federal Poverty Line (FPL) to 30% FPL.

= Directly following this cut, there was an immediate steep decline in those participating in the TANF
program. This was because of the change in eligibility and the level of program requirements
required to receive the reduced benefit.

»  Between July and August 2003 the caseload dropped from 6185 to 5731
v 1448 fewer individuals were receiving cash assistance, 948 or 65% were children

* Following this cut, there was an immediate steep incline in the usage of other community resources
such as food banks and temporary shelters. The need for TANF has not decreased, the burden has
simply been shifted on to other community service organizations.

* The caseload has continued to drop with the current caseload at 4,671 (43% are tribal cases). That’s a
drop of over 1,500 households, containing over 3,000 children.

The state caseload figures do not reflect the tribally contracted caseloads of Rocky Boy and F. lathead
Reservation which totals 699 cases. With these cases, the percentage of Indians on TANF goes up to 50%.

All of these facts are cause for deep concern because the child poverty rate in Montana has not improved and
remains one of the highest in the nation at 19.7%. The 59™ Montana Legislature has the opportunity to
restore TANF benefits and improve the economic circumstances of Montana’s children.

What is poverty?’

Poverty describes individuals and families who are engaged in a daily struggle to meet their basic needs of
food, shelter, clothing, etc. The 2004 Health and Human Services poverty guidelines state that the poverty
line for a family of 3 is $15,670 a year (net income).

How many Montana children are low-income or in poverty?
e 46% of Montana’s children live in low-income families (compared to 38% nationally)
 19.7% of Montana children live in poverty (ranking 38” nationally)

Funds are available to restore these cuts.
There is $20,386,134 in TANF “Reserves” now available to help restore these cuts. This is money that was
“saved” by DPHHS due to the cuts made to TANF Families and their children in August 2003.

Prepared by: Working for Equality and Economic Liberation 406.455.0497
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COUNTY DATA :
SOCIAL & ECONOMIC DATA EDUCATION & LEARNING
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inPoverty In Poverty Househoid Unemployment Personal Enrollment  Ensollment School School  Dropout
Under 18 Under 18 Income Rate Income Pre-K-12 Total Enroliment  Enrollment Rate

2000 2000 2000 2003 2002 2003 2003 Total % 2003 2003
2003

Beaverhead

Bighom_ ' [ = 1437 27,502 ABI8F CooTTERE TR RAT . 18
Blaine 653 31.2 26,157 46 15,593 1,393 102 30 91.34 438
Broadwater -~ |- . 191 .0 A9 - 3/TE . 5 4 0T 91436 < T4 o . 0 - ag 9746 L7

Carbon 368 174 33,556 2.8 25,792 1,563 0 69 95.76 0.9

T893 209 9332 24
! 32 9455 29

§ 54 95,82 18
0. 9 . 9938 44
21,838 0 8 98.44 0.8
23057 . asE3C @ - f2 .. 8649 24
25,583 13,224 1,051 612 88.79 5.2
26890 T gEB2. VA4 358 8993 43
20,617
51

858277 5§
93.37 31
9816 06
92.75 5.6
.96.09 37
96.42 15
91.05 6.7 -
94,60 4.5
O18r - .09
95.31 23
R A T

24,437
leffarson - - | T A T X ] - T o - . 25,696:
Judith Basin 116 212 29,704 Al 18,404

lake | a8 T BTG RAT T T T g e L g BAE T
Lewis & Clark 1,808 13.4 39,893 4 27453
Lincoln
Mcbone . -~ . -eg 3 : 15,207
Madison 2 18.9 31,457 3 22,533 038 0 34 96.50 0
Mesgher | - = 118 ° 264 AT % LB . 286 . . G, -14::. 9533 0
Mineral 225 26.6 28,208 73 20,619 765 30 13 94.68 18
Missoula ] 3303 0 183 388y . L3600 726823 - 13,546 H0T 860 9047 4
Musselshell 34
= S - 33

s T
4.8

CUTAAL 2080
4.7 22,194
L — T
19,113
8 23,226
295 27,798 18,679
i D R T - e T e
Shver Bow 1,418 18 31,284 5.2 25,624
Stillwater | . 254 . 129 7 42,082 29 . 26817 .
Sweet Grass 135 15.3 34,190 26 22,716
Teton - - | T .8 S L8 22,287

Toole 220 21,835
Teasue ~  F 397 Cg0sas T
26,050

Vailey 382
Wheatiand. .. ' - 138000 P oAT.043 i g T4 T0608 . 0B
20,024 160 0 7 95.81 29

Wibaux 1 s
Yellowstone ~ { . - 4.663. oo 83%0- 218160 43800 Bi1 . 9218 3

0 91 98.55 33
28 1 9788 . 31
0 a1 98.80 7.6
iBG9 B4 78B8 37
0 67 96.37 0.6
L2343 04
457 79 90,34 36
] 95 84,07 0.9
21
L4200 9661 0.2
18 97.98 16
Lo 0 0000 . s L

QIO
o | G A
&lar
w0
on
w
%]

LiSE 2004 Montana Kids Count







- NCCP | Montana - Demographics (Printer-Friendly Format) Page 1 of 4

3 ﬁ 2 'ﬁatiam&! Center for .
BERZILTIEM Children in Poverty NCCP | Montana - Demographics

Columbis Universicy . . .
MATLAMAKN SOHOGL OF PUBLIC HE ALTH http://ncep.org/state_detail_demographic_MT.html

Demographics (1]
For a printer-friendly version of this page, [#1] click here.

Number of Low-Income and Poor Children

In Montana, there are 121,911 Percent of Children in Hontama,
families, with 209,685 children. by Incone Level

Low-ncome Children: 46%
{95,536) of children live in low-

income families (National: 38%). lmﬁ*’f:m Low income
i )

Children in Poverty: 18%
(37,037) of children five in poor
families (National: 17%).

B Abowe low income B 100-200% FPL B <100% FPL
Because of rowrwlingr figures may rnot add up Lo 100X

[back to top]

In Montana, many children in jow-income famiiies have parents who are employed.

e 58% (55,398) of children in Parents” Employnent Status
low-income families have at in Hontana, hg Incone Level
least one parent who is 100 ¢ .
employed full-time/ year- | B MNot employed
round. a0 - B Part time/
5 Part year
e 3% (32,305) of children in 60 W Full time/
low-income families haveat | =~ | Full year
least one parent who is 40 '
employed either part-year a0 5
or part-time. i
e Just 8% (7,833) of children % “Low incone  Above low A o prd inva s
' figures may mat
in low-income families do income ndd up to 100x
not have an employed
parent.
fback to top]

In Montana, children whose parents have low educational attainment are more likely to be low-
income.

e B80% (7,542) of children
whose parents do not have
"a high school degree live in
low-income families.

http://www.nccp.org/printable/printable_state detail_demographic MT.html - 2/8/2005
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e 64% (35,661) of children
whose parents have a high
school degree, but no
college education live in
low-income families.

e Only 36% (52,333} of
children whose parents
have at least some college
education live in low-
income families.

Percent of Children in Low-Incone Fanilies in
Hontana, by Parents” Education

104
Bo

T T

Less than  High schaol  fore than
High Schoal High Schoal
[back to top]

In Montana, children in low-income families are more likely to live with a single parent.

e 49% (46,888) of children in
low-income families live
with a single parent.

e 14% (16,530) of children in
above low-income families
live with a single parent.

Percent of Children in Single-Parent Fanilies

in Hontana, by Income Level

Low income pbove low
income

[back to top]

In Montana, young children are more likely to live in low-income families.

e 54% (33,459) of children
under age 6 live in low-
income families.

o 42% (62,077) of children
age 6 or older live in low-
income families.

Percent of Children in Low-Incone Fanilies

100
g
60
44
20

Q

in Hontana, by Age

T T T T T T 1 71

Under age 6 Age 6 b Over

[back to top]

In Montana, children in low-income families are more likely to have moved in the last year.

http://www.ncep.org/printable/printable_state_detail demographic MT.htmi
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¢ 22% (20,540 of children in Fercent of Children Who Have Recently Moved
low-income families moved in Montana, by Incone Level
last year. A 106

o 10% (11,710} of children in 80
above low-income families

moved last year. | ek S _
a0
20 :' _ . .
° Low-income Ahove Low-income
[back to top]

In Montana, children of native-born parents are less likely to live in low-income families.

¢ 49% (1,116) of children of Percent of Children in Low-Income Families
immigrant parents live in in Montana, by Parents’ Nativity
low-income families. 100 _ _ _

s 46% (93,645) of children of 80
native-born parents live in -
low-income families. _ &0 -

40

20 +

Immigrant Parents Mative-Born Parents

[back to top]

Use the [#2] Demographics Wizard to build custom tables by selecting your own variables for one or
more states. .
§Definitions b

Poverty: Income below the federal poverty level (FPL), currently $18,850 per year for a family of four.
Low-income: Income below 200 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL); currently $37,700 per
year for a family of four.

For definitions of other terms, please refer to {#3] Explanations of Terms and Data Sources.

These numbers are from the federal poverty guidelines issued by the U.S. Department of Heaith and
Human Services. The demegraphic findings on this page were calculated using a more complex
version of the federal poverty measure—the thresholds issued by the U.S. Census Bureau. For more
information about federal poverty measures, see [#4] The 2004 HHS Poverty Guidelines.

§Sources »

1: State data were calculated from the Annual Social and Economic Supplement (the March

http://www.nccp.org/printable/printable_state detail demographic_MT .html 2/8/2005
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supplement) of the Current Population Survey from 2002, 2003, and 2004, representing information
from calendar years 2001, 2002, and 2003, NCCP averaged three years of data because of small
sample sizes in less populated states. The national data were calculated from the 2004 data,
representing information from calendar year 2003,

[#1]: http:/incep.org/printable/printable_state_detail_demographic_MT.html
[#2]: hitp:fincep.orghwizard/wizard. cgi?action=B

[#3]: http:/fnccp.org/definitions.html

[#4]: hitp:/faspe.hhs.gov/poverty/O4poverty.shtml

215 W. 125th Street, 3rd Floor New York, NY 10027 646.284,9600 info@nccp.org
This Page Copyright © 2002 The Trustees of Columbia University in the City of New York, for its National Center
for Children in Poverty (NCCP). All Rights Reserved.
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