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Labor Day calls all to a spirit of eollaboration, to stand zzé’-*srfhdarh 77

with workers, their families and the poor among us

As a child growing up in Montana, I
viewed Labor Day as a mixed. blessing.
Labor Day was a holidsy that brought our
extended family together for a picnic or
barbeque and frequently one last trp to
Butte's Columbia Gurdens. Labor Day

. also spelled the end of summer, 4 return to

suit, and pepper cords, the anmual trip

sinee that first Labor Day, the human fum-
ily continues to fuce a widening disparity
between the rich and the poor, and an ever

growing body of familics livitg from hapd?

to mouth, How many pazents are forced § 5!
moonlight in crder o pay reut and keeph
bread on the tabie? How- many perso
have labored an entire lifétime, only o
learn that the self-serving decisions of cey-
tain corporate executives or. board merh-
bers have emptied thefr retirement
uccounts? ’
How muny farmers and munchers are
struggling to remain solvent us giant farm-
ing conglomerates, sky-rocketing opera-
tiopal costs, unfriendly trade policies, and
fhuctuating markets threaten to overtakie
the famiiy farm? How many communities
bave stood in stunned .silence us small
businesses disuppeur und scores of jobs are
expartad, gut-sourced, or eliminated? Whp
amopg s has not paid dearly becanse
inadequate
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ar oppres-
sive envi-
ropmeatai
policies
hav s

uptown for school supplies, the unwel-
come retvrn of the alarm clock md thz
end-of a carefres summer.

As 4 youth I was oblivious to the
underlying significance of Labor Day in
the Lives of ordinary working families. I
dida’t realize the perennial impoitance of
Labar Day as a way to celebrate smail and
large wictories und gaing that came to us
through the efforts of labor unions und the
biood. sweat and teags of edriier genera-
tions. Nor was [ aware that Labor Day was
a way to stapd in selidarity with pew gen-
erations of women and men still straggling
for ¢conomic security, bumane working
conditions, decent wages and benefits for
themselves and for their families.

Since its formui inception in 1884,
Lubor Dy still serves a8 u sighificant
remimior of the value of human labor snd
hurnan rights, as well as the importance.of
a sound economy. It is u holiday that con-
nects the. struggling fumilies of the past
with present’ day workers still vying for
living wages and decent working condi-

‘n‘ . “tiops. It is.a reminder ta be gratetini for the

blessings wor by our parents and grand-
arents, aod a-stark reminder to take none
them for granted.

Fhe Fahers of the Second Vatican
observed that “the joys apd
ves and the amxieties of

are the joys and hopes, the grieves and the
anxieties of the followers of Christ.”
(GS. 1}

While many advances fave been made

ouiged  the
pristine beauty of Montuna and jeopard-
1zed the bealth of our cm.zens?

ideals of Labor Duay are a.s unporl:ant 48
ever. All of us have the responsibility to
collaborate togsther to protect the rights of
workers, relieve the burdens of working
families, strengthen our regionai economy
and stand im solidanty with those who
huve been hardest hit:by the changes und
challenges of our time.

The spirit of Labot Duay and the press-
ing needs of our peaple offer the entire
community new opporfunities to work
together in creative ‘und unprecedented
ways, Government officials, small busi-
ness owners, furmers und mnchers, corpo-
rute leuders, union ledders, pustors, work-
ing families and ordinury consumers in
Montina stand at an ¢conomic ¢rossroads
together. In the complex. wosrld in which
we live, the collaborutive spirit is the
surest and meost effective way to secure a
healthy economy, protect the rights of
workers und their families, inprove the loc
of the working poor, and address the peeds
of the mest valpemuble in ourmidst.

The Second Vatican Council instructs
us “to presch the messuge of Christ insuch
a wuy that the light: of. the Gospel will
shine on all activities of the faithful” A
collaborative vision stes working s and
wornen as co-workers and valued collabo-
ratars whose wisdom, experience and
well-being are vital components in a
bealthy mdustey, business or corporation.

A collaborative attitude allows govern-
ment [eaders to think and act in bi-partisan

fashion for the sake of ordinury workers
and fumilies. A colluborative attitude.
encourges elected leaders to tap into the
wisdom und experience of business ued
agricultural comomnities to fiud ways

‘iﬁwgeth:r to create 4 strong and secure busi-

»38 climate in our region. That samne spir-
it encoumges eiected officials, business -
leaders, and farming commmunittes to
dream creatively, think regionsily, amnd
work internationally to reign in the costs
of health care, childeare, fuel costs, and to
stem the exportation of Montana jobs. A
coilsbomative outlook welcomss diutogue
with religious leaders who care deepiy
about the common good and the weil
being of the poorest and neediest in ouwr
Community.

A collaborative spirit- also keeps in
focus the digaity and worth of the individ-
wai- worker ikl sees thut economic deci-
sions have human consequences and
moral cootent. In the words of the
American bishops, “sconpmic decisions

beip o1 lnit people, strengthen or weaken
family life, aedvance or diminish the quali-
ty of justice in our land.” )

The collaborative vision acknowledges
the ipsstimable value of just wages and
benefits. In the words of Pope John Paul
I, “A lust wagc is cammtﬂ measue —

ofa system. A collaboxatwe spirit \mdel- :
stands. the valizes of incentives and profit
sharing, continning educationai opportuni-
tigs, apd apprenticeship progrums.

Thut same spirit underscores the
responsibility of the worker to provide a.
full duy’s labor for a just wage and to taie
lutiatives to inerease the profitubility and
productivity of the emplover. The spint of
Labor Day promotes dialogue, goodwill, -
civility and mutaal respect as characters-
tics of the collabiorutive working environ-
ment.

Pope John Paul 1 and the Amencan
bishops have clearly and

"
s?gl"'?"
B

bishops; “indeed, new forms of. coopera-
tion among labor, manugement, govern-
ment and other socml ZLoups ame sisen-
fial"

A a Catholic commmumitywe share the
mesponsibility with the wider community
for creating an enviroument guided by
stewardship, generosity, self-sacrifice and
creative thinking. This will allow us to
practice what we preach, and offer our lay
leaders and pastoral workers Hving wages
and benefits that shouid come not from a
spirit of charity but a spirit of justice.

30 too, s consumers we do weil o
think critically, buy locally, and support
the lecal business commmnity to the fullest
extent possible. There is an adage that
advises g to “live more sitmply, so that
athers may simply live.” In the spirit of
Labor Day, it is timsly to evaiuste shop-
ming habits, exumine personal investments
and corporate portfolios, and systematical-
ly avoid businesses and governments thut
“viclate humun rights, or employ unethscal
Inbor pructices.

Labor Day 15 indecd a time to think
deeply and pray ferventdy, recuiling in
gratitude the advapces we have made,
while remembering ihat we also bave
“miles to go before we sieep.”

both to form and transform society. That § :
transformation begins in our individual
hearis and moves cut info our community. ;
Labor Day 2004. It's everyone’s busi-
nessi .
Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Maost Rev. George L. Thomms
Bishop of Helena

consistently taught that “the
Church fully supports the
right of workers to form
unicns or other associations
to secure rights to fuir

. SPRAR, LEAD,
wages and working condi- Your, ERvanr | o _l
tons." They bave under- 15 LISTBNING... /. -

scored the oeed for union
leadership to keep the com-
mon good and the value of
respectful  dialogue  in
focus. In the difficult eco-
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nomic circumstances of the
duy, pratanteeing the rights -
of Anmerican workers “calls
for imaginutive vision udd
Creative pew steps — not
reactive or simply defen-
sive strutegies.” In the
words of the American
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