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Making Informed Choices

This information can help you make informed
choices. It is designed to show how health care
costs for similar illnesses can vary by hospital. By
using this information to let your health care
providers know you plan to take an active role,
you can make them more aware of the need for
affordable, readily available care.

The information comes from the MHA COMPdata
program. This data is grouped into iliness
categories which combined similar diagnoses and
treatments. There is a brief description of each
category.

The charges are averages based on the number
of patients and total charges for that iliness
category as reported during the stated time
frame. How long you are in the hospital, the level
of care you receive, complications, special
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medical services, and fee increases all affect the
costs of hospital services. Because these figures
are averages, they will be different from what you
are actually billed.

Use this information to talk with your doctor about
how to get the best care while keeping costs
down.

For questions, contact MHA at (406) 442-1911

Hospital and Patient Data
P.O. Box 5119
Helena, MT 59604
email: Roberta@mtha.org

e-mail: Bob@mtha.org

Examine Hospital and Medical Bills

Check all medical bills carefully for errors. Look to
see if you have been overcharged, billed more
than once, or charged for an item or service you
did not receive. If you have trouble understanding
your bill, ask your doctor or the hospital for an
explanation.

Take Responsibility for Your Health

Play an active role in the health care of yourself
and your family. Be prepared for doctor visits.
Don't wait for a medical emergency to compare
hospital or physician fees and services.

Plan. Choose an insurance plan that best meets
your needs. Select doctors and hospitals you
trust, that work with your insurance provider, and
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are reasonably priced.

Know your rights and responsibilities as a
patient. Know your personal and family medical
history. Learn about your iliness or condition.
Gather information about the latest treatments
and alternatives to surgery.

Act. Don't wait. Look into alternatives. Speak up.
Tell your doctor about your symptoms and what
you think may be causing them.

Ask Questions

You have the right to be involved in your care and
treatment. Have questions ready ahead of time to
ask your doctor, insurance representative, and
the hospital:

» What do my symptoms mean?

» What tests do | need and why do | need
them?

o What risks are involved if | have surgery?

« How long does the surgery take and how
long do | need to stay in the hospital?

o How much of the cost will my insurance
cover?

» What items and services are included in the
hospital charges?

« How soon can | return to my normal
activities?

Avoid Unnecessary Treatment

Your doctor's decisions about your care can
account for as much as three-quarters of your
medical bills. You can save time and money by
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seeking the best treatment for your needs. You
can be more confident of your treatment and
reduce unforeseen costs if you choose a good
insurance plan, use preferred providers, and get
second opinions. Find out your options by asking
questions such as:

e Is a surgery or medication necessary? Why?

o Can my tests or surgery be done somewhere
else besides the hospital?

o What other treatments are available?

» Can | make any changes, such as diet and
exercise, that might help my condition?

Prevent lliness and Injuries

The best way to avoid medical treatment is to
practice preventive care and create safe home
and work environments.

» Get regular checkups and physical exams.

» Take free health tests when they are
available, and share the results with your
physician.

» Schedule the health screening tests
recommended for your age, sex, and risk
group.

o Wear a seat belt.

o Never drink and drive.

« Eliminate unsafe conditions at home and at
work.

o Keep guns locked up.

e Install smoke detectors and fire
extinguishers.

o Wear a sun screen.

Develop a Healthy Lifestyle
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Another way to avoid iliness is to develop lifelong
habits that keep you healthy.

» Don't smoke.

o Limit the amount of alcohol you drink.

» Exercise regularly.

o Eat a balanced diet that is low in fat and high
in fiber.

« Maintain a healthy weight.

« Stay mentally active and involved with self,
family, and community.

o Keep a sense of humor about life.

MHA - An Association of Montana Health Care
Providers
(formerly the Montana Hospital Association)
Box 5119 « Helena « MT 59604
1720 Ninth Avenue ¢« Helena « MT 59601
Phone: 406-442-1911
Fax: 406-443-3894
e-mail: Roberta@mtha.org
e-mail: Bob@mtha.org
© Copyright 1999-2003, MHA Ventures, Inc.
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Return to Public Information

Montana Hospitals
June 1, 2003 through June 30, 2004
Average Inpatient Hospital Charges for Common Diagnoses

DRG [Description Cases| Avg. Avg. [Average
Days/Stay | Charge | Charge
Range
Low -
High
14 |Stroke 1,075 [4.58 $11,874 g‘z"zzggg'
88 [|COPD $3,044 -
(Emphysema) | 1+862 [4.17 $7.970 |34 407
89 |Pneumonia $3,454 -
Age > 17 2,829 14.58 $8.873 |g15,953
127 {Heart Failure 2173 l4.23 $8 692 g%SQgéG
138 |Abnormal
Heartbeat with [957 [2.88 $7 581 gffg?é
complications ’
143 |Chest Pain 1735 |1.51 $4.736 ggggg-
148 {Major Small &
7 $12,702
Large Bowel o
Procedures 865 10.03 $31,247 557 493
w/cc ’
167 |Appendectomy $4,754 -
without cc 639 11.51 $7.780 |¢44 297
174 |Gastro- )
Intestinal 1,259 {3.61 $9,075 g?(; gg5
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Hemorrhage

182 |Digestive $2,042 -
Disorders 2,020 13.32 $6,492 $12,498

209 |Joint Replace $15,513
Reattach 3,329 (4.08 $22,658 |-

- $31,088

243 |Medical Back $1,167 -
Problems 1,095 |3.47 $6,607 1315 008

294 |Diabetes over $2,171 -
age 35 466 3.28 $6,876 $12.313

320 |Kidney & $2 671 -
Urinary Tract (862 [3.96 $6,890 $12 061
Infections wi/c ’

359 [Hysterectomy 1516 [1.02 $7 822 351310?24

371 [Delivery by -
Cesarean 1954 |3.4 $7,364 gg'ggg
Section ’

372 |Normal i
Delivery with  [1,106 |2.39 $4,495 gg'g;’g
complications ’

373 |Normal $2,171 -
Delivery 6,634 [1.88 $3,583 $4. 931

390 [Newborn with $718 -
Sig. problems 1,174 12.38 $2,234 $4,547

391 (Normal $616 -
Newborn 8,932 |1.88 $1,148 $1 707
(Baby's Bill) ’

430 |Psychoses $1,984 -

2,924 |5.73 $6,858 $13.052
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The data presented above comes from the MHA COMPdata
Program, for the period of June 1, 2003 through June 30,
2004. Average charges are for a DRG category which can
include multiple patient diagnoses. “Average Charge Range
from Low to High” is the 10th Percentile Average Charge (low)
and the 90th Percentile Average Charge (high). Individual
patient charges will vary, but will probably fall within the
reported range.

Diagnosis Category Definitions

DRG 14: Stroke. Stroke and related conditions, such as
bleeding in the brain and sudden obstruction or blockage of
blood vessels in the brain.

DRG 88 Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD).
Chronic Bronchitis and emphysema.

DRG 89 Pneumonia Age 17 or older with complications.
Bacterial, viral, and bronchial pneumonia, pleurisy, and
tuberculosis.

DRG 127: Heart Failure and Shock. Conditions related to
weakening heart muscles as a result of high blood pressure,
rheumatic heart disease, and congestive heart failure.

DRG 138: Abnormal Heartbeat with complications.
Abnormal heart rate or rhythm including tachycardia,
bradycardia, fibrillation, flutter and heart block. Does not
include heart attack, congenital heart defects, or heart valve
disorders.

DRG 143: Chest Pain. Severe pain related to a heart
condition.

DRG 148: Major Small and Large Bowel Procedures. With
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medical complications.

DRG 174: Gastro-intestinal bleeding. Bleeding from the
stomach or intestinal track. May require insertion of a tube or a
scope.

DRG 182: Digestive Disorders Age 17 or older with
Complications. conditions related to the esophogus, stomach,
and intestines, sucn as salmonella, food poisoning, infectious
diarrhea, intestinal parasites, persistent vomiting, heartburn,
gas and abdominal pain.

DRG 183: Esophogitis. Upper abdominal pain or chest pain
related to the esophagus. Pain may be due to diverticulitis,
reflux, or an unknown origin.

DRG 209: Joint Replacement and Limb Reattachment.
Major joint replacements such as knees, hips, ankles; and
major limb reattachments, sucn as hand, foot, forearm, and
lower leg.

DRG 243: Medical Back Problems. (no definition)

DRG 294: Diabetes over 35. Hospitalized for control of blood
sugar. Conditions include coma, ketoacidosis, and fluid
imbalances. Kidney, eye, nervous system, or circulatory
complications related to diabetes are not included.

DRG 320: Kidney & Urinary Tract Infections w/c. Acute and
chronic infections of the kidney and urinary tract. Does not
include urinary stone(s) or urinary symptoms such as
frequency, bleeding or pain.

DRG 359: Hysterectomy. Surgical removal of the uterus
through either a vaginal approach or an abdominal incision.
May include a bladder repair for stress urinary incontinence.
May include the biopsy and/or removal of the fallopian tubes,
ovaries.
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DRG 371: Cesarean Section. Hospital charges for the mother.
Normal delivery of a baby or babies through incisions made in
the mother’'s abdomen.

DRG 372: Normal delivery with complications. Hospital
charges for the mother. The delivery is complicated by
conditions such as excessive bleeding, high blood pressure.

DRG 373: Normal Childbirth. Hospital charges for the
mother. Normal delivery of a baby or babies without surgery.

DRG 390: Neonate with Significant problems. Hospital
charges for the newborn. Baby has complications such as skin
disorders, low temperature, feeding problems, cyst.
Complications do not require extended hospital stays or
intensive care.

DRG 391: Normal newborn. Hospital charges for the
newborn. Newly delivered babies without significant health
problems.

DRG 430: Psychoses. Major personality disorders such
schizophrenia, catatonia, manic disorders, bipolar affective
disorders, and paranoia.

Note: These figures are averages for items and services
provided by hospitals. Doctor fees are not included. Figures
include charges for the hospital room, hospital services
ordered by the doctor such as x-rays and laboratory tests, and
personal care items, such as hospital gowns. The charges
include anesthesia provided by Certified Registered Nurses,
but not MD anesthesiologists. Data source: MHA COMPdata
Program.

Return to Public Information
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For Information about your local hospital,
call staff person listed below.

Hospital Staff Person Phone
Anaconda Community Hospital Kris Maes 563-9304
Barrett Hospital & HealthCare Dick Achter 683-3071
Beartooth Hospital and Health Kelley Evans, CEO 446-2345
Bensfis Healthcare Jim Shelton 455-3565
Big Horn County Memorial Roxie Davis 665-2310
Big Sandy Medical Center Nora Grubb 378-2188
Bozeman Deaconess Hospital Steve Scharmann 585-1043
Central Montana Hospital Cherie Quigley 538-7711
Clark Fork Vailey Hospital Carfa Neiman 826-4858
Community Medical Center Tom Moser 728-4100
Deaconess Billings Clinic Beth Lynch 657-4649
Fallon Medical Complex Selena Neison 778-3331
Frances Mahon Deaconess Val Grimes 228-3661
Glendive Medical Center Barbara Markham 345-3306
Holy Rosary Healthcare Cindy Fuhrman 233-2604
Northwest Healthcare (formally David Sibert 7521774
Liberty Co. Hospital Walter Busch 759-5181
Madison Valley Hospital Pete Brekhus 682-4274
Marcus Daly Memorial Barbara Wiley 363-2211
ext. 4477
Marias Medical Center Mark Cross 434-3207
McCone County Health Center Peggy Aakre 485-3381
Mineral Community Hospital Penny Miller 822-4841
Missouri River Medical Center Jay Pottenger 622-3331
Mountainview Medical Center Polly Hanson 547-3321
North Valley Hospital Laurie Pierce 863-3567
Northeast Montana Health Judy Ferdina 653-2100
Services, Inc. ext. 69
Northern Montana Hospital Julie Mariani 262-1231




Phillips County Hospital

Sonia Murray

654-1100

ext. 14

Pondera Medical Center Jim Christensen 278-3211
Powell County Hospital Chris Foster 846-2212
Roundup Memorial Hospital Sunny Lageschulte 323-2302
Saint James Healthcare Judy Mohan 723-2500
Saint John's Lutheran Hospital Ron Wiens 293-0100
Saint Joseph Hospital Kim McClain 883-8432
Saint Luke Community Healthcare |Debbie Kelsch 676-4441
Network ext. 270

Saint Patrick Hospital Alice Gardner 329-5790
Saint Peter’s Hospital Sherrie Renney 444-2100
Saint Vincent Heaithcare Kathy Schmock 237-3215
Sheridan Memorial Hospital Wayne Nelson 765-1420
Sidney Health Center Jane Maule 488-2102
Stillwater Community Hospital Tim Russell 322-5316
Teton Medical Center Susan Murphy 466-5763
Wheatland Memorial Hospital Sally Schuchard 632-4351




