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This is my personal story, however, I know that my situation is not unique. There
arce many individuals whoe have the same financial problems that | bave and,

unfortunately ne enc lstens.

My husband and I raised our family in & small town in Montana during a time when
there were not many jobs that carvied any health benefiis. They were not cven
heard of and we were always ablc to pay our medical expenses ont-of-pecket
beeanse they weve net that high. Thewn when my hashand had about ten yesrs lefi ta
work before retirement the busizness he worked for developed a “retirement
program.” | never worked under any retivement program and worked in “aging™
fields for 25 years. 1 did manage fo contribute to an IRA sccount, however. So sow
we are living em my Moshond’s small retirement, ssy suall IRA. distribution snd onx

Combining sli of this we have an income that does not make us cligible for any
benefits for low income programs. Since my hashand s s World War 11 wet, be grts
his medical trcatment from VA and is on 10 prescription drugs 2 menth which
comes to $70 per month. Thieugh sur supplementsl plans I do get 2 small discount
o nxy prescription drugs at the local pharmacy, but cven so, I do net even kave

We are still healthy for being 76 sud 81 years of age { my busband’s becsuse of the
sumber of drugs he takics) and we do still have 3 morigage io pay eff s well as 2
supplemental insursnce presunivm every meonth which goes up every year, but does
help cover some of his cxpeuses at VA, In 2006 when the Medicare Part D goes info
cfioct, if 1 take the plen, it will cost mc mare than | sm new paying for my
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insurance premiums. BUT our “fixed income”™ will nof raise cnough te cover the

Iditional inercases. T am thinking af this time that I will net be sble to afford to
mmn aud consoguently will be withoat any help on mey prescription drwg
consls.

Se, what is the answer to my problem. As I scc i€ now, don’t plan (o go anywherc in
the future, don’t get sick, s thea you will ineur more debt, and try not to caf three

meals 2 day, that sy cut your budget semcwhat. Alse, cut out TV, phone calls fo
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