Women 's Voices for the Earth '

Missoula Office -

_ PD.Box8743

- Missouta, Mentana 59807
Phone: (406) 543-3747

Fax: (406) 542-5632
wve@womenandenvironment,org
www.womenandenvi ronment org’

. Bozeman Office
P.C. Box 1067
Bozeman, Montana 59771
Phone: (406) 585-2009°
lax: (406) 585-5549
aimge@womenandenvironment.org
..n,.r

EXHIBiT _‘___//"

DATE.Z-4F 225

| ST S /S5

| _Sup_p(')r_.t-'a Pha_s_e._'Out-of-PBDE's |
Vote YESon SJ 15! -~

What. are PBDEs ?

-~ PBDEs, or polybrommated drphenyl ethers are man- made chemlcais eommonly
added to plastics, foam and textiles as flame retardants.

PBDEs are used in -
cars, furniture, computers, houeehold and offlce applrances and. numerous other

e ‘household obJects

‘ l_ Where do we find PBDEs"

- PBDEs are ubiquitous i in our envrronment and évidence shows that Montanans '

have remarkably high exposure Testing of breast mdk from.women in- Helena
and Missoula has documented Ievels of PBDES 20 to 40 tlmes hlgher than in

. Europe andJapan

| What are the health effects of PBDES"

. PBDEs have been lmked 10 nervous system damage Iearnmg and memory

1mparrment behavioral changes, fetal malformations and thyrord hormone

* - imbalance’in laboratory experiments. PBDE exposure is of concern because they

are structurally similar'to PCBs, the toxic chemicals banned by the federal
government ir 1977. . PBDEs do.not readlly break down and accumu!ate as they

| ..progress up the: food chain.

- Who is at the hlghest rlsk from PBDES" -
Researchers believe that the most significant health risks associated with PBDES
. stem from in utero exposure. [nternational scientists are currently examining the -
N 'presence of this chemical in breastmilk, orocery food (partleularly meat fish and o
: ‘dalry) and’ honsehold dust : '

" What is bemg done about PBDEs" S

The European Union, along with Cahforma Mlchrgan Hawaii and Mame have
all banned the ‘use of certain PBDEs. Compames like IBM, Apple, Sony, IKEA

~and Volvo, which formerly-sold products contammg PBDES have also removed
- them from their products : -

* What will SJ 15 do if passed"

SJ 15 will support the eventuat phase out of PBDES in Montana Thls lesolutlon

- will encourage further research on the effects of PBDEs, the development.of

alternatives and'the. prometion of businesses-and prodiicts that are free of this’

toxic chemical and promote breast milk as the healthlest choice for babies:

100% post-constmer, chibrine-free recyclad paer




Will SJ 15 ban PBDEs in Montana or immediately impact companies

selling products that contain them?

No. SJ 15 will serve as a statement that Montana recognizes the threat of PBDEs and is
willing to act to protect its citizens and families. SJ 15 does not restrict the sale of products
containing PBDEs in any way, but instead encourages research of PBDEs and alternatives,
and promotes businesses committed to phasing out these chemicals.

For more inforfnation, contact Alexandra Gorman, Director of Science and Research,
Women’s Voices for the Earth at (406) 543-3747 or alex@womenandenvironment.org.



