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For the Record Infant tested positive for meth
Reader Services mlfihf
Contact Us By CAROLYMN BRIGHT - R Staff Writer - 01/12/05 N
Bridat
FAQ After her newborn tested positive for methamphetamine in its
) 4 Search system last year, a Helena woman has been charged in connection |—
neyword Seare with the incident. "
= Cap.
More Search Options 1, Eriday, Deputy County Attorney Carolyn Clemens filed a count of in
criminal endangerment against Jodi E. Silberling, 25. Criminal
endangerment carries a maximum penalty of 10 years In prison and/or a ___‘_’_T
. Yum $50,000 fine.
- According to Clemens, the baby was born at St. Peter's Hospital on Oct. Me
W nN 14 and tests conducted on the child shortly after its birth detected the L |

presence of methamphetamine.

sign ap for - That indicates that the child's mother aliegedly ingested the illegal drug
, eadlines relatively close to the time of the child's delivery, Clemens added.

"(The charge of criminal endangerment) most fits the conduct of putting
the child at risk for death or serious bodily injury," she said. "Often these
children are born prematurely and have health problems."

According to Clemens, not
all babies that are delivered
at the hospital undergo
such tests — just those that
exhibit certain signs or
behaviors that alert
physicians to a potential
problem.

The criminal endangerment
charge follows on the heels

of another charge filed
. recently against Silberling

for selling

methamphetamine in
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. August.
Silberling's appearance date

on the drug charge was
scheduled for Thursday, i
Jan. 6, but when Silberling : Uil Servece Lounge
failed to appear, a warrant
was issued and she was
arrested a day later.

‘ x eveninp af gﬁw ifmy

At

The county attorney's office
decided to file the criminal

endangerment charge _ ) STEAK COMPANY
against Silberling while she ' -

was in custody. Reservations: 395-0677

833 Great Marthern Bivd

A trial date has not been set in the criminal endangerment case and
Silberling is scheduled to make her initial appearance on the new charge
in front of Justice of the Peace Wally Jewell Jan. 24,

This is not the first time that a Helena mother has been charged
criminally after giving birth to a child with methamphetamine in its
system — it's the fourth occasion, Clemens said.

The majority of those cases have drawn deferred sentences for the
offenders involved.

. In one case, the mother of a child born with methamphetamine in its
system violated the conditions of her deferred sentence and drew the
wrath of the judge.

District Judge Dorothy McCarter lowered the boom on the woman,
sentencing her to 10 years to the Montana Department of Corrections
with five years suspended, and ordering her to take birth control pills for
the duration of her time under supervision.

That condition was dropped from her sentence after the Montana
Supreme Court overturned McCarter's ruling because the justices believed
the condition was unconstitutional.

While charges have not yet been brought, Clemens said another baby was
born with methamphetamine in its system just last week.
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