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School Year 94 95 06 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04
Student Count | 17,882 17,679 18,364/ 18,600{ 18,735/ 18,797 19,039 19,330 19,262 19,269 19,467

Population of Students Served

Public schools must make available special education and related services to all IDEA-
eligible (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) students with disabilities beginning
at age three and through age 18. Services to students 19, 20, and 21 are permissive.

That is, the decision to serve 19, 20 and 21-year-old students is determined by the
policies of the school district board of trustees [20-5-101(3), Montana Code Annotated
(MCA), and Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 10.16.3122(2}].
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Note: This count includes students who qualify for special education and related services under IDEA and are receiving those services on the first
school day in December. The count includes students whe are enrolled in public schools, publicly funded schoals, residential treatment facilities
that contract with the OP 1o provide services ta their students, and students who are in private ar home schools and are recaiving services from a
public school in accordance with a services plan.

Source: Child Count Data Files (Qpihinntprd3/Access/Division/Speical Education/Child Count/ChildCount31-01 and
A Division/, ialEducation/SQLCC

Students with disabilities receive a wide range of services, including individualized
instruction, assistive technology, and related services such as speech-language therapy,
occupational therapy, physical therapy and/or transition services. Both the type and the
extent of services a student receives are individually determined based on the educational
needs of the student.



Montana’s Child Count (term used for the collection of student special education data)
grew slightly, but steadily, between the school year 1995-96 and the school year 2000-

. o1. There was a small decrease in Child Count during 2001-02 and the count held
steady for 2002-03; however, 2003-04 saw an increase in Child Count by almost 200
students. Montana’s public schools have shown a steady decline in total enrollment
since 1995-96. Because of declining enrollment at the same time special education Child
Count has grown, the proportion of students served by special education has increased
over the years.

135,000 1
10604 | 100406 | 100656 | 100697 | 190796 | 190890 | 199500 | 200001 | 20012 | 200208 | 200304

Student Count 153000 | 164,341 | 165507 | 164,627 | 162.335 | 150982 | 157,566 | 154,875 | 151947 | 149996 | 14836

Source: Montana Public School Enrcliment Data, Fall 2003-2004 (Published yearly by OPI)
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Percentage is calculated by dividing the special education student count for the year by the total student enroliment for the same year.
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Montana still ranks below the mean in the percentage of students served under IDEA
according to the Twenty-Fourth Annual Report to Congress.
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Student Identification by Disability

. Almost 50 percent of all students receiving special education services have their primary
disability identified as learning disabled and 23 percent of students have speech-langnage

impairment identified as their
primary disability. These two
categories represent almost three-
quarters of all students receiving
special education services.

There has been a dramatic increase
in the category of other health
impairment. The number of
students in Montana identified in
this disability category grew from
177 students in 1989-90, to 1,502
students reported in 2003-04. A
U. S. Department of Education,
Office of Special Education
Programs, policy letter issued in the
early 1990s made it possible for
children with attention deficit
disorder to qualify for special
education under the category of
other health impairment and federal
reguilations finalized in March of
1999 listed attention deficit
disorder/attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder in the
definition for other health
impairment,

'The number of students identified as
having autism has increased
substantially over the last 10 years.
While autism is considered a low-
incidence disability category, the
cost to address the needs of a child
with autism is high. Nationally, the
number of students ages 6-21 who
were reported under this category
rose by 1,354.3 percent, from 5,415
students in 1992 to 78,749 students

Disabilities by Percentage of Total
Number of Students with Disabilities —
2003-2004 School Year

cw Other
ED 4o, 6%

23%

DISABILITY ABBREVIATIONS
And Student Count for the
2003-04 school year

LD Learning Disability - 9,422
SL Speech-Language Impairment - 4,438
OH Other Health Impairment - 1,502
Cb Cognitive Delay - 1,130
ED Emotional Disturbance - 1,014
CW Child with Disabilities - 755
Other - Total - 1,206

MD Multiple Disabilities - 537

AU Autism - 259

HI Hearing Impairment - 139

OI Orthopedic Impairment - 75

TB Traumatic Brain Injury - 70

VI  Visual Impairment - 69

DE Deafness-51

DB Deaf-Blindness-6

Source: Special Education Child Count conducted or December 1, 2003
Opihinntprd3\Access\Division/SpecialEducation/SQLCC

in 2001 (Source: Twenty-Fourth Annual Report to Congress on the Implementation of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Pg II-20). In the first year (1991-92) that

autism was identified as a specific disability by Montana, two students were identified. The
following year, 20 students were identified as having autism and there has been a steady

increase since then.




Growth in Reimbursement of Disproportionate Costs

The proportion of the total state appropriation distributed in the form of reimbursement
for disproportionate costs grew both in total dollars and in the number of districts
receiving reimbursement for disproportionate costs through FY 2001. The funding for
disproportionate reimbursement was revised with FY 2002 to fix the proportion of
funds distributed under reimbursement for disproportionate costs and shift funding
back to instructional and related services block grants. Today, any increase in funds
distributed for purposes of reimbursement of disproportionate costs is due to an
increase in overall appropriations for special education.
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Source: Final Special Education Summary for 2004-05 {prd\Maefairs\MAEFAIRS\MAEFAIRS.ade rpiSpecialEducationSummary,
dated 8/24/04).
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