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Board of Education Indian Education for All Committee
Report to Board of Education
January 19, 2005

Members:' Cal Gilbert, Richard Roehm, Co—Chair'sx_,
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A The Committee considers relevant data available from K-12 and
higher education, such as the OPI Annual Data Collection,
accreditation reviews, campus action plans, efc. in considering
levels of implementation of Indian Education for All.

A Richard Roehm and Cal Gilbert served as members of the
planning committee for the Indian Education Summit held in
Helena in October '04. A summary of the Summit is available at
www.opi.state.mt.us/ITE Summit.

A At the December 14™ meeting, the members discussed ways of
addressing current needs in fulfilling the Indian Education for
All law. The Committee endorsed the following recommendations:

e Reinvigorate Interunit Committee (Board of
Regent's committee) and expand it to include
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" tribal colleges, tribal education directors, and
OPT, '

« Develop a document showing relationship

between Shared Leadership and IEA(similar to
the one between Shared Leadership and P-20)
and that the P-20 and Indian Education for Al
committees examine :
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@flté?y on an annual basis.

o That there be an annual summit on Indian
Education for All hosted by the governor's
office.

e That curriculum development and professional
development be carried out cooperatively by
MUS and OPT.

e Refer to Indian Education for All as Indian
Education for All Montanans.

e Support for funding for the Indian Education for
All Committee.




DRAFT

RECOMMENDATIONS:
A RESEARCH AGENDA ON MONTANA AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION

Attached to this document is the ERIC document that outlines the national
American Indian Education research priorities. This narrative expands upon the
national priorities and outlines possible topics for research in Montana.

Research should include a focus on success.

Best practices must be identified in programs, pedagogy, and curricula. :
Studies must respect Native cultures and languages.

Researchers must respect tribal rights.

Research proposals should respect the tremendous differences among Na‘rlve
peoples.

Research methods and issues.
Larger and more inclusive studies should be done than in the past.

National Research Priorities:
1. Educational outcomes of AI students
2. Native language and culture
3. Teachers, schools, and educational resources
4. AI students with special needs
5. Early childhood education needs of Native children
6. FEducationa! standards and assessments

 Recommendations for specific studies on Indian Education in Montana:
1. Educational outcomes.

e Research on how family income level impacts college attendance and
completion rates. Shift from cultural deficit model to one that
addresses impacts of poverty.

o Identification of best practices in reading, mathematics and writing
instruction with Native students. "

» Development of tribal specific history assessments at the k-12 and
college level.



 Research should tie in economic development with education.
2. Native language and cuiture

o Study the impact of the introduction of Indian languages and cultural
instruction on the long term academic success of Native students.

» Identify culturally relevant curricula. |

« Does the inclusion of culturally relevant curricula impact various
educational measures of success?

o Identify specific Native intercultural communication styles and their
impact on teaching and learning.

» Research effective strategies for teachers to use in integrating
contemporary Indian issues info the classroom.

3. Teachers, schools and educational resources
» Develop/Revise training modules on:
i. Native communication styles
ii. Working in Native communities (reservation and urban)
iii. History of Indian Education
iv. Individual histories of the Salish, Kootenai, Blackfeet,
Chippewa, Cree, Gros Ventres, Assiniboine, Crow, Northern
Cheyenne, Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa, Assiniboine and Sioux.
4. AI students with special needs
» Assess why Montana disproportionately enrolis Indian students in
special education
« Assess current status of Native students in gifted and TaIenTed
programs
5. Early childhood education needs of Native children
o Assess impact of loss of language and LEP status among Native
children. |
¢ What is the impact of early childhood Native language acquisition
programs on factors contributing 1o school success?
« Develop oral language and story telling programs with parents and
" extended families to build on Native language and cultural traditions.
(Assess longterm impact on college degree attainment).
6. Educational standards and assessments.
e Develop cultural standards.




¢ What does standards based instruction look like in practice - does it
make a difference in the academic achievement levels of Indian
students?

e Study various assessments for appropriateness. (Ex. Sample test with
no time restrictions.)

« Review test design and assure teachers and faculty use similarly
designed tests in their classroom work.

Research Framework/Considerations

A recent review of the literature on American Indian education conducted by
Demmert (2001) revealed that over 8,000 studies had been conducted on
American Indian education. Despite the enormous amount of research that has
done very few have had any significant impact on academic achievement of
American Indian students (Deyle and Swisher, 1997). A significant paradigm shift
is needed in regards to how research is conducted in Indian country. Part of this
shift is an acknowledgement of the following issues put forth by K. Tsianina
Lomawaima and Teresa L. McCarty (2002):

"Research is needed that attends to the great diversity among
Nations and the variability within local sites. Such research will most often
be qualitative in its methodology. Page (2000) points out that "Qualitative
research has challenged the 'science’ in the social sciences, and in the
natural sciences, too, even though science has long been the gold standard
for knowledge and a source of disciplinary authority” (p. 23). She warns
against “nostalgia for the large-scale, randomized experiments thought to

" provide unbiased andexact answers” {p. 24). The quest for scientific truth in
such endeavors will likely prove elusive (Cassell, 2002) and could pose a
threat to AI/AN educational self-determination and sovereignty.

The political context of educational research can make the difference
between a project that serves Native community and strengthens
sovereignty or actively undermines both. None of the parties involved in
educational research is apolitical—not tribal communities, tribal _
governments, federal education agencies, or academicians. We all work from
particular positions, but certain positions cannot continue to be privileged



over others. Ultimately, judgments about research quality in Indian
education most productively belong in Indian country.”

Research Guidelines

o Students choosing to do research about American Indian issues should build
into the study strategies for sharing their results and conclusions with
people in Indian country. '

¢ There must be a conscious effort on the part of researchers to share their
findings with Indian country. For far too long Indians have been studied but
with minimal feedback on the results. Some good research has been done
but it needs to get into the hands of the people directly affected/impacted.

e Include an American Indian research strand in existing statewide/regional
educational conferences, AERA, MIEA, MEA, MCEL, etc...

o Research ongoing efforts at reducing the achievement gap and reducing the
dropout rate. '

s Focus more on qualitative research or more of mixed design approach -
qualitative and quantitative.

Respectfully submitted:

Ellen Swaney

Director, American Indian/Minority Achievement
Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education

Mike Jetty
American Indian Dropout Prevention

Montana Office of Public Instruction

January 4, 2005




