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DATE ]
TO: Colleen el .
NCILS
Glasgow, MT

Dear Colleen,

Thank you for the invitation to make some comments about Independent Living. Or,
perhaps, I should thank you for advocating for the needs of the disabled, here where the
needs great.

One of the things I have noticed about being disabled is how many people do not seem
to have any idea of the difficulties of disabled people. Often just the daily tasks of
meeting basic needs is often too much for many disabled. Then they have been expected
to deal with the complex bureaucratic system. People need to be made more aware of
the needs of the disabled. This is one of the responsibilities of Independent Living.

Most people do not seem to consider that someday they may have disabilities. Injuries,
illness and degenerative diseases associated with aging are things most people are going
to have to deal with. This is why people should show more consideration the needs of
the disabled. And that is why people should view Independent Living as a relevant and
practical resource most people may someday need.

Independent Living speaks for the needs of those with disabilities. People with
disabilities often do not know what resources are available, let alone what is involved in
making applications. In much of this state, particularly the smaller communities, there
are few resources for the disabled. Yet, with the declining populations, and aging of
peopie, the needs for disability resources are increasing.

Often in these small and isolated communities, just finding someone to taik to is a help.
Independent living provides caring, trusted and responsible people. They listen
objectively. And work to help people on a personal bases, where they are most needed.
They have many roles including friend, mentor, nurturer and resource provider. They
know the way the systems function that were support to benefit the disabled.

Independent Living is one of the most valued resources for not just for people with
disabilities, but people generally have. Because almost everyone is related to or knows

people with disabilities. Independent Living provides a brighter and happier future for
people with disabilities.

Sincerely,

/s/ S.T. Belle Re-typed exactly as faxed.
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From: "Collesn” “nciud@inemenisl.net>
Te: “Tom Oadom" <noll. net>

Sont: FM.MO?.ME:'!!PM _
Subject: Pw: Testimony Ror b

To Cheitmen and Committes,

My name is Vickie Measelt. 1live in Glasgow Montana. 1 receive Independent Living Services out of the
Giasgow Branch Office of North Central independant Living Services I completed the Living Well with s
Disability workshop. I received assistance in applying to the Low Income Energy Assistance Program. 1 am
leanting how to use the computer, send email, and respond to email.

Sincemly,
Vickie M

I
Do you Yahoo!?

Yahoo! Mail - now with free storage. Learn more.
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Dear Committee Chair and Members,

Independent Living Funding
introduction/Brief History:

My name is Allen MadPlume. I was raised at Two Medicine Lodges, MT
on the Biackfeet Reservation. In our front yard we had Buffalo Jumps
towering above us one huadred and fifty feet. In our back yard we had a
cottonwood forest with the river and beaver dams to explore. We were
riding horses before we could walk. We knew a freedom that was noteven
known by oar ancestors. In our freedom there were no wars to worry
about. In our play we steered away from violent confrontations. I grew up
in a cultwre of, respect your family, go to church, work hard, cowboy up,
and eventuslly, get drunk and party it up, the last part of this culture
being the instrument of my physical self-destraction. But it’s only fair to
remember that a society that allows such poisonous and destructive
substances t0 be sold on the free market should accept it’s share of the
responsibility for the personal devastations these substances wreak on our
lives. I am a C5-C6 quadriplegic as a result of an alcohol caused motor
vehicle accident on Thanksgiving Day of 1995. 1 was the driver. I was
overly imtoxicated om Black Velvet, Budweiser, and anger, which led to a
blackout, resulting with my accident. I was thirty-five years old. I had the
job of my dreams with Bill Tamietti Construction building bridges, steel
buildings and repairing dams, Starting as laborer I moved up to Labor
Foreman to Carpenter Foreman in four months.

1) Oimstead Decision

a) I have been enjoyimg the grace of Imdependent Living since Nov. of
2000. Before that I was four years at South-winds Estates assisted
living. Before that 1 spent three months with Park Place sursing home
in Great Falls. Though their name suggests a park, those places are
never a walk in the park. If was horrendous. Before that I was nine
months recovering in the GF’s hospitals If this government ever fails



to fand Independent Living Centers you will force me to either Live in
a nursing home or a Jong term care facility, where the Personal
Attendants answer to a company policy and not the residents rights.
Where mental & physical abuse are not an uncommon occurrence. [
am sure everyome kmows that if this Legislature ever fails to fund
TLC’s, Montana will be in violation of the Americans with Disabilities
Act affirmed by the US Supreme Court’s Olmstead Decision, which
states that we have the right to choose where we prefer to live.

2) Make ILC’s a part the Governor's Budget

a) As long as I am alive I will always prefer to live in an environment of
my choosing. I am sure you’ll find that every disabled person who
curreatly emjoys the privilege of independent living will never
consciously choose to move into a aursing home.

b) There will always be a perceatage of our population with disabilities.
Every state in these United States will always be obligated to fund
ILC’s as long as there are people with disabilities. It is the
responsibility of this legislature to always make funds available for
every disabled person who chooses to live independently.

€) Since the state will always be required by law to always fund
Independent Living, it seems to me that the most practical step now, for
any intelligent human being, representing the residents of our
commaunities, is to make these funds a permanent item in our state’s
budget. Barring a miracle, Pm not paralyzed for one more year. I’m
paralyzed for the rest of my life.

Independent Living Challenges

Social Security Pass Plan

2) In 2003 the our President offered Social Security Recipients
opportunities to shelter fumds in saving toward a business, employment
or self employment plan, and still retain Medicaid benefits. A plan must
be structured to work toward fisaacial independence for the Consumer
to get approval from SSA.

b) My first inquiry with my Glacier County Human Services case
manager was in the Spring of 2004, I was informed that the work



incentive program was not being implemented with their Medicaid
Eligibility Requirements. In fact they hadn’t even heard about it. In
January of 2005 they still have no clue.

Medicaid Eligibility Requirements
¢) Montana’s allowable monthly income limit with SSDI for
Medicaid eligibility has been at $525.00 + $20.00 exclusion since
1996. I believe my first checks were $614.00 and my Medicaid cash
optioa premium was $69.00. Any income over $545.00 is collected by
Medicaid’s cash option. My monthly SSDI check is now $676.00 due
to the rise in the cost of living. My Medicaid spend-down is up to
$131.00. One would think Montsna’s monthly income limit for
Medicaid eligibility would rise due to the increase in the cost of
living. At least part or % what SS gives would help.

Signature: Allen Mad Plume
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Janwary 10, 2005
DEAR CHAIRPERSON & SENATORS:

} had to move from a very good job in Bismarck, North Dakota back home to the Fost
Peck Reservation due to health problems and subsequent disability advocacy issues.

I have been working with the North Centrai lndependent Living Program on the Fort
Peek Reservation for about a vear. 1have nesded their services since | have a disabilily
that isn't apparent to the general public, Thave sceleroderma/fibromyalgialupus. Thesc
autoimmune diseases impact my shility to work at times; 1 gain access 1o my Own hotie
at times; and to manage financiaily with my impaired cognitive abilitics.

At the current time, my sceleroderms is in remission, but the NCILS programn has becn
vory helpful in researching my disability and offering me options and/or altematives 10
dealing with my physical and menta) capacities.

The North Central Independent Living Program has helped me to stay focused on my
capabilities despite my health and disability advocacy issues. I have sought disability,
but the process is complicated and with my energy leve! being 80 low; it is hard to
continus on my own. I strongly support this program and the services 1 offcrs to those
who can’t always speak strongly for themselves

1 foe! that this program is very important 1o our ares and to the clients it serves.

Respectfully submitted by

A

‘-:/v@,f\,f},f. [ - C Q\::m
¥ Jessica Cantreil

P.O. Box 774
Wolf Point, MT 59201
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