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"Wolf, Denise HB

From: ANDREA DAHL [ajd1900@msn.com]

Sent:  Thursday, January 13, 2005 10:46 AM
To: Wolf, Denise '

Cc: Jude Monson

Subject: My Testimony for tomorrow's hearing..

Andrea Dahl :
1900 South Third West #3
‘Missoula, Montana 59801
{406)728-5326
ajd1900@msn.com

My name is Andrea Dahl. | am a recipient of services from both independent Living and
Vocational Rehabilitation. | have worked with Summit Independent Living Center, Inc. as a
Peer Advocate for over 15 years. During that time | have learned to advocate for individuals
and-to work on issues relating to disabilities. My work with Summit provided a supplementary
Jincome that was appreciated.

In 2000 | had to go through surgery that forced me to leave my employment as personal care
provider. While | was going through the process to qualify for SSI, Summit provided me with a
small income to help me make it through the 2 years. After my benefits started, with the help of
VR | enrolled at the University of Montana to study social work. | feel the skills | acquired in my
work as a Peer Advocate were what influenced me to look into social work as a future career.

| am presently doing my practicum with Summit and will complete my Bachelor in Social Work
degree this year. | will be part of the graduation ceremonies in May. Summit has offered me a
part time position following my graduation. It is the support | have received from Summit ILC

and from Voc Rehab that has helped me overcome a major setback and to open new doors in

my life. This would not have happened without the funding that is provided for both of these
agencies. _

Thank you. ‘ , g
- Thank you
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