ot SR (S
parz_Uom Twl 2885

Child and Family Alliance Testimony

Hi my name is Serena Kilseimer, | am 18 years old. I’ve been in foster care
for 8 years. I would defiantly say that foster care for me has been beneficial. If I had
stayed at home with my mother, who now is a convicted felon, I would either be
likewise or dead. Foster care hasn’t in most cases been the greatest experience for
me but it sur@ being dead. I have learned a lot over the years, like respect and
all shapes and sizes it comes in. some big and some small.

#1 I have had abusive, neglective, angry, and sometimes very disrespectful
foster parents, but let me tell if not for being out of my mothers home I would have
turned out a lot worse then I am. I have learned to be respectl'fﬂ ALL. Great and
small no matter the circumstances. 1 have learned for the most part to follow and
obey rules and instructions. I have learned to be greatful for what I have no matter
how little it may have been and still is. There are people just like me in the very
same state that have nothing. And over all I have learned to love those and respect
those who Do give all they have, their time, their money, and most of all their love
into supporting me and helping me be a stronger, smarter, and respectful person
and over all just a better person so I don’t end up in the same situation/ad)those did
in the house hold I was taken out of. oS

#2 As I grew up in foster care I remember saying over and over again I can’t
wait go be on my own and in charge of myself and not having to listen to anyone.
Well all that’s true but there are things I didn’t expect or think of back then and
that is housing, money, school, and work. This is where the Foster care Independent
Program comes in. if not for them I would be lost. Not only financially they have
heiped me. Not only with 2 roof over my head. And not only with schooling and
college. But with emotional support too. There for awhile I was having some
troubles with the stress and my addiction to solicited drugs. With their support I
have pulled through and things are looking up. I just want to say thank you FIP for
helping me and all the staff and therapist too. If not for you I don’t know if I could
have been as successful. You’re the best!

Respectfully, Serena Kilseimer
2005
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Written Statement
MT Legislature February 2005

Name: [otmicd Angitrson

1. How does or how has foster care benefited you and why is it important that there
is foster care?
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2. How does or how has the Montana Foster Care Independence Program benefited
you and why is it important for the program to continue?
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Hello. We are Doug and Karen Guse from Missoula. We are the parents of three children,
ages 3, 4 and 6. In June of 2003 our family was offered Family Based Services from
Friends to Youth in Missoula for the purpose of family preservation. Our children were at
risk of removal by DCFS as a result of them witnessing domestic violence at home. The
Family Based Services therapist worked with our family to support us in providing a
stable, structured, and predictable environment for our children. The intervention focused
on fine tuning our parenting skills, building on our strengths, improving the
communication between us, reducing conflicts, addressing our children’s aggressive
behaviors and helping our children to view us as capable and wise caregivers.

With the help of the FBS intervention there were no more incidents of domestic violence,
we used the therapist as a resource when we had disagreements that we couldn’t solve
ourselves and together we worked on improving our communication. Behavior control
was improved in our home. We were able to make changes in our schedules and their bed
times, we implemented time out plans, and we were more creative in our approaches to
discipline. All of this also increased the personal attention each of our kids received
which reduced behavior problems. We were able to focus on the love and affection we
have for one another and we increased the opportunities to show this to one another.

The intervention showed us a need for continued couples counseling to help us keep
focused on improving and to make these changes long lasting. We sought out this
counseling and have continued it even after the FBS intervention ended.

If we had not been offered the services of Friends to Youth, it is possibie that our children
would have been placed into foster care for an unknown amount of time. The impact that
this would have had on our children is difficult to imagine. At the very least it would
have been terrifying for them to be removed from our home by strangers and cared for by
even more strangers. ' ' '

Now, over one year since the Family Based Services intervention ended, we
communicate better, we trust one another, our children trust and have confidence in our
parenting of them, and we are a stronger family. We have learned better ways to handle
the difficulties that life throws at us and we are better parents because of the help we
were given.

Thank vou for allowing help like Friends to Youth’s Family Based Services to continue
to be available in Missoula for our families and for the many other families that are
served every year. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you.

Respectfully,

Doug and Karen Guse
1017 Ronan St.
Missoula, MT 59801
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reports for child abuse and neglect. The reports are complete through
October 30, 2004.
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All Regions

Comparative Data
Calendar Years 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

Year

~ May

Year to Date

Region

CPI

_CPS | CFS | CPI

CFs

CPI

2003]l. East.

1021 13 | #1

63 | 241

2004I.AEast

e i

30

59 | 256 _

120 | 11

132 | 15 | 81

108

766

N 423

20

137 | 24

154

18

89

137 | 648

17

132 | 16

120

14

106

104 768

174

28 | 80

17

1048

139 | 617

104

22 | 96

183

25

125

1141

681
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All Regions

Coinparative Data
Calendar Years 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

August September Year Ta Date
cFs | cpi CFS

2003III N.C. 124 | 17 | 46 | 96 21 | 50 1106 | 13 | 81 ]1092| 142 { 600
2004|II. N.C. 83 | 15 | 55 ) 95 16 | 67 |125| 20 | 78 ] 982 | 161 632

2003]III.S.C 135 ] 17 | 93 | 11 26 | 85 | 117 ] 18 [142]) 1287 | 198 | 968

2003IIV. S.w. 169 | 28 | 86 | 151 28 | 92 1153 | 36 | 93 ] 1521
2004IV S.W. 184 | 26 [107) 132 | 22 | 86 | 181 | 28 | 111)1497 | 209 | 943

2003]St. Unf.
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‘ All Regions

Comparative Data
Calenda_r Years 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

January February March Year to Date
Year Region CPS | CFS | CPI] CcPS | CF5 [ GPI CFS | CPI PS | CFS | CPI

o

2003III.N.C. 22 | 791130 | 11 [ 74| 140| 24 | 84 | 408 | 57 | 217

ozl ¢ _ 1| 68" |49 7 18
zooalm.s.c 173 | 29 |122| 155 | 20 [ 130|158 | 26 | 88| 486 | 75 | 340

2004]St. Tot. 682 | 81 ||435] 649 | 956 | 489] 753 | 121 298 [ 1529

2004[Tribal Tot. 8 2 7 8 2 7 12 1 14 28 5 28
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K All Regions

Comparative Data ‘
Calendar Years 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

November December Totals

CFS CPS CFS | CPI

1013 | 142 | 431

2003III.N.C. 100 | 15 | 80|87 | 13 [60)] 73 | 8 | 45| 1352 | 178
2004|!I.N.C. 14| 11 | 82

20 II'I S.

2003!III.S.C 102 | 18 11320122 | 16 [106] 122 | 13 | 98 | 1633 | 245 | 1304
2004]lil. 8.C 129 | 34 [ 112

2003)V. West. 204 | 25 |111)158| 12 | 77 | 155 | 23 | 99 ]| 2250 | 325 | 1132
__2004}V. West, 154 | 25 | 106

2003|St. Tot. 616 | 87 |473]| s05| 76 | 345 584 70 | 362 1188 || 4900

2/1/2005



'_ Montana State Legislature

Exhibit Number: & -

The following exhibit is a
booklet that exceeds the 5=-page
limif therefore it cannot be
scanned. The hooklets’ cover
has been scanned to help you
when requesting information.
The exhibit is on file at the
Montana Historical Society and
can be viewed there.

Montana Historical Society Archives, 225 N. Roberts, Helena, MT 59620-1201;
phone (406) 444-4774. For minutes in paper format, please contact the Montana
State Law Library, Justice Building, 215 N. Sanders, Helena, MT 59620; (406)
444-3660. Tapes and exhibits are also available at the Historical Society (tapes

are retained for five years). scanning done by: Susie Hamilton
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Brenda K. Roche, Ph D

1527 14th Street West, Billings, MT 59102 + Phone: 406-294-9510 « Toll Free: 877-290-2365 + Fax 406-294-9512+ Emall: biroche@earthlink.net

May 11, 2004
Dustrict Court Council:

This letter is in response to the proposed Moniana Jjudicial Branch Policies & Procedures document
regarding Problem Solving Court Indigent Defense. I have served as the program evaluator for the
majority of the problein solving courts in the state of Montana including Missoula Juvenile Diug Couit,
Superior Juvenile Drug Court, Missoula Mental Health Court, Yellowstone County Family Drug
Trcatment Court, Lowistown Family Treatment Court, Butte Family Treatment Court, and the Custer
County Family Treatment Court. While most of these programs are in their infancy the data that has been
gathered in the Missoula Juvenile Drug Court and Yellowstene County Family Drug Treatment Court
{(YCFDTC) has demonstrated significant benefits to the participants, children, families, and the numerous
systems involved in these programs, This letter will focus mainly on the matter of the role and costs
associated with the defense council for YCFDTC.

Yellowstone County Family Drug Treatment Court took in the first client in June 2001 and has served 33
adults and 54 children since that time. Out of these 33 adults, 27% have graduated the program, 27%
have been expelled and returned to the “regular track™, 3% were transferred to tribal jurisdiction, 9%
opted to quit and return to “regular track™ and 34% remain active in the program at this time. The average
length of time participants have taken to graduate has been 15.25 months with a range of 12 — 22 months.
For those expelled from the program, the amount of time in the program has ranged from 3 weeks to 16
months with the most frequent length of time before expulsion being 4 months. The average amount of
time children have spent in out-of-home placement for all children involved in this program (including
those whose parents have graduated, been expelied, quit, and remain active) is 341 days while the controi
group children average 1,115 days in out of home care. While this is not a direct savings for the court
sysiem, i has a tremendous savings for the State of Montaua in the area of foster care doilars. This also
means that when these cases are closed sooner there is also no longer a need for a defense attorney or a
Judge to oversee this case, which is a direct savings to the court system.

The following is a summary of the role and costs of the defense counse! in YCFDTC. On average,
Connie Camino (defense counsel) bills the State approximately 2 hours ($120) a month for each client
while they are in Drug Court. This includes the time she meets with clients individually as well as the
time she spends advocating and defending them in the weekly treatment team meeting and court session.
While the madel of problem solving courts is different, in that it is non-adversarial, it does not mean that
the defense counsel is not directly defending the client, they are but it just looks different. In the “regular
track” the defense counsel would be contacting or trying to contact (many of the participant’s have no
stable residence or phones) these participants and spending time contacting all agencies involved with
these clients and their families including Child and Family Services, Chemical Dependency providers,
Mental Health Providers, County Attorney, Probation Officers, Guardian ad litem, employers, etc. This
leads to many billable hours; however, these hours are usually not spread out evenly during the course of



case, but instead lump around the regularly mandated court sessions. The advantage of the Drug Court

. model is the defense counsel spends their time more constructively on a consistent weekly basis
throughout the duration of the case as the information is provided to the counsel weekly by each member
of the team and the counsel spends much less time tracking down the information and playing phone tag.
This ongoing information also allows the defense counsel to provide regular feedback and advice to the
client regarding their compliance and/or noncompliance with the court ordered treatment plan.

Another compelling statistic from the YCFDTC program is that out of the 54 children served by
YCFDTC only six children (11%) have had their parents rights terminated or are in the process of this
occurring. Parents have relinquished their rights or are in the process of doing so on seven children
(12.9%) in YCFDTC. This is compared to 49% of the cases in the control group, which have lead to
parental rights being terminated, and none of the cases have lead to relinquishment. The estimated cost
for the defense counsel to represent a parent in a termination of parental rights (TPR)) matter is
approximately $1,902 to $2,880 (average $2,391) while the cost to represent a parent in a relinquishment
case is $500 (based on Connie Camino’s figures). If you consider just those cases leading to termination
or relinquishment and Iook at the numbers YCFDTC has served to date and use the average amounts
listed above, this equates to a total of $17,846 for YCFDTC clients (Termination Costs of $14,346 for 6
cases and Relinguishment Costs of $3,500 for 7 cases). Now, compare thai o ihe cosi of $62,166 for ihe
control group (Termination Costs of 26 terminations). This is a significant savings for the State.

As the program evaluator, I am in the process of completing a cost-benefit analysis of the program, which
will include the costs of the defense counsel and guardian ad litem and comparing these costs to the
“regular track™. Unfortunately, this data analysis is not complete at this time. The projected date this
. information will be available is July 1, 2004. 1 would urge you to hold off on any major policy and
procedure decisions until you at least have some accurate fiscal data comparing the two different tracks.

I do understand the concern of the council regarding reimbursement from the State for Defense Council’s
time on “‘expenses related to civil legal proceedings or legal proceedings in a limited court; and expenses
associated with time spent in meetings, discussions or other matters beyond the usual scope of actionina
child-abuse and neglect proceeding”. I also agree that this should not be reimbursed by the state and that
each local cowrt needs to find funding for these services. However, I do believe thai the defense counsel’s
involvement in problem-solving court treatment team meetings and court sessions does involve “direct
defense of the client”. I would encourage each of you to come to Billings and observe the YCFDTC
treatment team and court session on any Thursday afternoon from 1:30 pm — 4:30 pm. [ believe strongly
that you would see that although the process is non-adversarial the defense council’s role is critical an
that they do provide “direct defense” during this time, which should be reimbursed by the state.

Please feel free to contact me (406-672-6201) if you have any questions. Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,

Drendaiode PO

. Brenda K. Roche, Ph.D.



