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TO: Health and Human Services Appropriations Subcommittee

FROM: Kelly Williams, Administrator
m Senior and Long Term Care Division

RE: Higher Incidence of TBI Among American Indians on Montana’s Reservatiorns

In response to Representative Jayne’s question regarding why there is a higher incidence of
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) on Montana’s reservations than on non-reservations, the
Department responded that we believed there were two factors, the high rate of alcohol abuse
and the high rate of domestic violence. Representative Jayne asked that we provide the
documentation which supports this response.

A statewide TBI needs assessment survey was conducted in 2001 by the Montana Center on
Disabilities at MSU-Billings and the Brain Injury Association of Montana. To quote directly
from page six of the report, “The survey results indicate that the primary cause of TBI for Native
Americans in Montana is assault/abuse. Accidents, suicides, and homicides, often associated
with drinking or drug use, are excessively present among Native Americans. A recent study by
the...U.S. Department of Justice found that American Indians are the victims of violent crimes at
more than twice the rate of all U.S. residents.” Pages seven, ten, eleven and twelve provide more
information related to this question. We are providing a copy of the assessment that was
completed for your information as it supports the need for focused efforts at education and
prevention rejated to Traumatic Brain Injury across the state.

Additionally we have asked the Public Health Division to see if they have any statistical
information concerning traumatic brain injuries, or any documentation regarding the use of seat
belts that may provide additional information in response to the questions raised by the
committee. Ifthis information is available we will provide it to the committee.
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