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Good morning Mr Charrman and committee members thank you for the
opportunity to address you today I am Chere Jiusto, Executlve Dlrector of the

Montana Preservatlon Alliance. Based in Helena we are the statewide nonproﬁt

' orgamzatlon fostermg the preservatmn of our hlStOI‘lC places and oultural herltage

At MPA 1 work with owners of historic properties across the state, both public and |

p’r_ivate, to seekWays to preserve heritage places whenever possible. We have

" carried out this mission for the past 18 years, and have a solid track record of N

helping 10 ﬁnd altematives' for buildings at risk due to abandonment, lack of funds,

lack of options or vision for reuse.

The task of breathing new'life into a historic building isn’t always easy, and takes

commitment of funds, expertrse and energy When done well, it’s worth 1t -

: handsome .old bulldmgs galn anew lease on life, our heritage remains intact, and it

leaves us with a valuable asset. Like tlns awesome beaunﬁﬂ capitol that we are all

SO very proud of

- Throughout Montana, we have many_state-owned properties, including many

landmark buildings in desperate need of rescue. The short list includes the

Montana Veteran s Home at Columbia Falls some of the university buildings, the -

Stedman Foundry Pattern House here in Helena, the Warm Spnngs complex and
the Boulder River Schooi adrnlmstrauon bulldmg A couple of these have the

: dublous honor of rnakmg our Most Endangered List in recent years, and T would
~like to share this hst with you. As you can see the hst is full of burldmgs that we

should all hope to see rejuvenated

In our work, we reach out to every corner of our state, and I can tell you that across

-"Montana, people have'-_,gotten 'the concept that _rehabilitating heritage buildings not
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only preserves history, it’s a good investment. And a proven tool for. revitalizing
local economies, which in turn creates jObS new investmerit and a threshold of

actiwty that leads to more doﬂars being spent locally

We see this workrng from

Tiny Ingomar where the local. schoolhouse is now the Bunk & Biscuit Inn to
Red Lodge’s Hawkeye gram elevator now an office bu1ld1ng, to

Lewrstown s historic school which became spa01ous residential apartments to

E lemgston s East Side School in process to house city offices, and ﬁnally,

Billings NP Railroad Depot converted to restaurant and- c0mmumty space, and the

 heart of a stunning downtown renaissance. 'Where buildings- in just as tough shape

as the Boulder headquarters w1th almost as many p:geons are now bemg

| redeveloped

These are ]ust a few examples of what can be done with some 1magmat10n anda

diligent effort to find fundrng and & proﬁtable NEw Use, even durmg a time of a
o relatlvely flat state economy In each case, there was a wﬂl and people Iocally _

found a way.

Il oﬁ‘er one'small example of commitment for a _state-oWned property, the Red

. ;'_'_'Bluﬂ‘:' Stage Stop. This building sat vacant and unused at MSU’s ag experiment .
- station for decades unttl we brought the umversrty and the local commumty

' together for a daylong meetmg on how to save this burldmg People came from :

Norns Ennis, Pony and as far away as M]ssoula, Bozeman ‘Helena, Butte and

together we bralnstormed. The _result? Phase one: Weatherproof the Building.

Act:omplished several months later, with new roofing supplied by MSU, donated .
labor by Bradford Roofing of Billings, and a_cost of less than $1,000. Phase two:

Secure its Future, This pha.se"‘lies ahead, and people from the workshop d()nated |

o over $1,000 as seed money into a Red Bluff building fund. MSU is considering

options including sale of the building to the_-comrnunlty or a new owner who will

restore'it.
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' This session we are asklng for state leadershrp in deve]opmg coherent p011c1es for

~ how state agencies utilize and caretake historic propertles For too long, we have -

witnessed v1ab1e ‘historic bulldlngs left to deterlorate with no attempt to secure the |

- bulldmg envelope Agencies were not asked to thmk beyond malntarnmg their..

- programs, and often, for want of a minimal investment up front to mothball historic:

building, thousands, even millions of dollars in damage have occurred to buﬂdmgs_

. that were relatively sound when state programs moved out of them. This kind of
_ demohtron by neglect isa heartbreak at best, a squandering of public resources at

- Worst.

In the hope that our economic forecasts may be changlng, we are askmg you our -
~ legislators; the governor and thlS admrmstratlon to put off’ demohshmg any more

_srgmﬁcant tnstonc bur]dmgs and to join us in thinking about the future of state-

owned hentage propertres Hrgh quallty hrstonc bu11d1ngs and intact communities E

can be the engine for local economic development Thrs is the proven concept

| ; behind Representatrve L1ndeens b1H to launch 2 Montana Main- Street | program for -

preservatlon-based community rewtahzatlon

The state itself could take a more entrepreneurial approach we might see more -

o histdricaﬂy—house'd programs such as the National Center for Appropriate

Technology in Butte, or the National Health Institutes’ Rocky Mountain Lab in

g Hemilton. Senator Moss has proposed' a'h’ill that we heartily support to establisha -
- task force to study state policy on heritage and preservation, and the potential links

" to economic vitality.

- All of this leads up to a simple plea.  Give the buildings you are being asked to.
‘demolish a 'repri"e_ve, endorse the notion that the state can andshould do bet_ter:i_n

promoting pre'serVation of its historic properties, and lets dive in and see just what -

these buildings ¢an do to foster a better economic outlook for commumtxes such as

B Columb1a FaIls leby, Boulder Norris and more.
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Thank you for _yoﬁr interest and all of your efforts on behalf of Montana heﬁtage. o

Chere J_iusfo

‘Executive Director .
Montana Preservation Alliance
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MONTANA'S MOST ENDANGERED HISTORIC PLACES

2002
Churches were founding institutions in the annals of Montana history, as the territory and state took form. While
ministering to people's spiritual needs, religicus orders and missions also offered much-needed social services to
Montana's burgeoning population.

COUNTY CHURCHES .

Nestled into quiet valleys or leaning into the prairie winds, the country churches of Montana have withstood many
tests of time. Long after homesteaders pulled out and mining camps shut down, the churches remain to mark a
time when bygone settlements were thriving and the local church was the center of community. Population has
shifted in the state, and many rural comuunities that once supported these churches are in decline. As congrega-
tions dwindle and churches fall into disuse, creative options and local committments are needed to rescue these

beautiful buildings before they are lost.

RED BLINF STAGE STOP
In the mid-1860's, the tiny gold-mining community of Red Bluff was born, drawing hundreds of hopeful miners to
the area. Amidst the grime and clamor of mining and milling operations, this stone stage stop and hotel was built,
probably during the late 1870%s. The town existed only a short time, but the stage stop lived on to mark the
_settlement’s short, energetic history. In 1956, the property became part of Montana State University’s Agrioul-
tural Experiment program, and sadly, the stagé station has fared badly in the years since then. Used now for
limited storage, the stately old stage stop has been allowed to deteriarate to an alarming degreee. Today, only the
pigeons and mice spend their nights in the old sleeping rooms. If the college does not méke repairs soon, this
building will become a classic example of demalition by neglect.

*T. FRANCIS XAVIER FARISH BUILDINGS, MISSOUALA

BISHOP GRMORE SCHOOL / ST. HELENA SCHOOL, HELENA

Schoals, hospitals, and orphanages were all opened under religious auspices long before the government was able
to meet these needs. - Today, in Helena and Missoula, this legacy is in immediate danger of being destroyed.
Classes were last held in St. Helena School in the 1970, and the school’s fate is teetering as the parish considers -
its future. Designed by Mantana architect C. 5. Haire, it is one of the finest Neo-Classical buildings in the state.
In Missouata, the block associated with St. Francis Xavier parish contains the 1892 church, 2 historic schools, and a
rectory, designed by the city’s most prominent architect, A. ]. Gibson, ca. 1910. Today, pressure to demolish one
or all of the awdliary buildings for parking turns its back en the wonderful heritage of these imposing buildings.

STORY MANSION

Built in 1912 forT. Byron Story, a member of one of Bozeman's founding families, the Stovy Mansion is a striling
example of Tudor Revival architecture, and one of Montana’s most outstanding residences. The mansion was sold
to the SAE fraternity during the 1320, and has been home to the young men of SAE since that time. The home
is now in need of critical repair, and SAE plans to sell the property and move ¢isewhere, Development pressure
and the cost of renovation threaten this building today as preservationists work with public groups and private
individuals to see that the Story Mansion and its spacious grounds continue to grace Bozeman's oldest neighbor-
hoed for generations to come:

MONTANA COURTHOUSES

During the late 19th and early 20th century, Montana was organized into 56 counties, Newly-built courthouses,
temples of American democracy, opened their doors and invited county residents to participate. Within those
walls people found the public institutions upon which Montana society was constructed - government, justice and
education. The courthouses range from the simple false-fronted Daniels County courthause to imposing Ro-
manesque bmldings of sandstone and granite, yet today they share one thing in common: most are now aging and
. many are in serious need of repair. At the start of the 21st century, Montana counties must step into the future,
expand services, upgrade telecommunications and provide accessibility to all. Montana leaders are challenged to
find solutions and preservationists must join in; these stately buildings are keystones in state and local history that
we simply cannot afford to lose.

MONTANA  PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
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libky High School - Lihby ‘
Libby's historic high school is the mmmmﬁt{:s most prominent architectural feature -— a stately 2% story
brick building designed by architects Whitchouse & Price of Spokane in 1913, Positioned at one end of
Libby's cummer:ﬁafgstri , the school is a significant resource and holds tremendous redevelopment poten-
thal. In Februsry and March 2004, the Libby School District was petsuaded to consider a local proposal for
demolition of this historic community asset.” MPA has worked witg the Friends of the Libby Hi &mi o
shape a redevelopment plan, and this summer will be a defining moment for the school and the Libby
community.  MFA hopes that an imagisative solution which preserves the bullding for generations of use
o come, will be found. :

Trask Hall - teer lodpe

Trask Hall has served a5 4 cornsrstone for education in Montana for over 125 years, Constructed in 1878,
Trask Hall is significant as the first college in Montana. Since its inception as the Montana Collegiate
Institute, eleven years hefore statehond, Trask Hall has had an association with Mentana education for its
entirz lifespan. While the local schook district has done a remarkable job of preserving the building, Trask
Hall is slowly falling into disrepair and is need of renovations to help meet modern educational require-
ments. The school district prefrs to preserve the bullding, but they are unsore where preservation funding
and resources maybe located, MPA 5:5: 10 support the district in its continved wse of this valuable pesource.

hémbristration Building - Boslder River School
The 0id Admintstration Buflding was bullt in the 18505 and designed by architects of state renown, Charles
Suite and Joha C. Paulsen. It is 2 gracd example of talkn-Rengissance Revival architecture, tarely bult to
such a seale in Montana. The Motitana Developmental Center (MDC) in Boulder has lobbied the State
Diepartment of Admisistration for funding ta demalish this rare jewel. In a recent meeting with the State -
Historic Prescrvation Office, MDC expressed pessimisne, stating that they are not optimistic about fnd:
a pew occupant that could co-exist iext &0 the patients and programs of the adjecent facility. Regardless
the mission of their agencivs, Montana state officials are stewards of many of our state's significant historic
iu;curces. MPA will encourage officials to join with preservationists to protect keystozes in state and local

% tgf)u_ . -

Stonewall Hall - 'fi:ﬁllia ity : '

" Stonewall Hall was the location of meetings of the Montana Territorial Legidature duxing the years Virginia
City was capital - 1865 through 1875, It served as the Territorial Capitol Building, and according to the
Natignal Park Service, it ie the ouly surviving Tersitorlal Cepitol Building in the Northwest and ooe of the
few of its type in the Western United States. Currently, Stonewall Hall is not swoed by the Montana
Hetitage Comumissian, but by the Sue Ford Bovey Testaméntary Trust, and edministercd by the Welis Fargo
Bank. ~Sadly, neglect has taken its wll. The Stonewall was apparently offered to the Heritipe Cominission,
but the affer has not been accepted duz to the expensive nature of this rehabilitation preject. It s feared
that, due to its deteriorated condition and Yability, the Stonewail mwight be cf:moli‘i-:ﬂt:d. MFA joins
preservationists already active in Virginia City sceking a solutlon to save a critical element of our history.

0'Rourke BuitdingBu-mButte
In the heart of the Naticnal Historlc Landmark Disrict stands the O'Rowke Apartment Building, one
of the most substantial apartrnent houses in the dty. Built in 1908, the O"Hourke was designed bygButtc
builder W. A. O'Brico end is an example of the Mﬁh-m-!e architecture that dominated Batte during its
x%dzy as the nation's copper capital. t spring, butte-Silver Bow local government issued a dangerous

ding abatement order, clting loose masonry amd fire codes. Concerned the order was a first step to
Aemolition, the local preservation heroes at the Batte Citizens for Preservation and Revitalization {C%R)
§ d in. The CPR has done tremendous work to stabilize the building; now the O'Rourke's fate depends
on obtaining 2 strughural assessment and new owners who will turn the property around. The O’ Rourke can
be put back intxr active ose, but much depends upon City acknowledgment that continued demolition within
the historlc district is robbing the community of its herftage.

Rosebud Battlefield State Park _
Rosebad Battlefield State Park, the site of the historic 1876 Battle of the Roscbud betwecn the ULS. Army
and combined Slowx and Northern Cheyenne warriovs, is @ cultural and historic treasure, ene of the best
preserved froptier bartlefields and significant in the history of cur matlon’s conflicted relations with native
people and cultures, The Batdeficld meets all the criteria for National Historic Landmark status, and an
apphication for this desigration 15 currendy in process at the direction of the National Park Service. The rich
resources of the batileffeld site'face an immediate and significant threat from corlbed methane: development
within park boundarles. Mineral pernits have been Jeased, and the prospect to drill for minerals under the
park could sucface at any Gme. Al;i ing in our Most Endangered Historic Places will continue our attention
* to the threstened cultural znd historic of eastern Montana and be an opportunity to promote aational
recognitian and action on behalf of this important historic treasure.,
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