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Libel’ly Houseisa project 1 construct a new, one-level building on the campus of the Foxt

Harrison, Montana, VA Medical Center. This facility would house family members of
howiizﬁzdvamswhileﬂleklovedmsarebehgwed for at the Medical Center.

The Fort Harrison VA Medical Center provides a full range of health services for veterans,
includinig rheumatology, andiology, nearology, medical oncology, surgery, urelogy, coronary
angiograpity, psychiatry and ambulatoey care. In FY 03, the VA Montana Healthcare System
suppotted over 220,029 patient visits. Of these visits, 116,735 occurred at Fort Harrison. Many
patients were refizred for specialty care visits by their primary care providers across the state. The
VA Medical Center provided 14,316 inpatient days of care. The average length of stay for an
impatient at the Fort Harvisem VA Medical Center is 6.2 days.

The VA National CARES plaming data indicates that Montans's veteran exroliment in VA
services will continue to grow until 2012 and that enroliment projections through 2022 will remain
sngmﬁumﬁy higher than current enrollment.

The need for Liberty House is vital. Jt poses 2 severe hardship for veterans' spouses and other

family members to stay in motels/hotels in Helena, in lien of family housing at the Medical

Ceater. Most motels are five to eight miles from Fort Harrison and no public transportationis.
available. Safety for these individuals is also an issne. Helena js located in the midst of the Rocky
Mountains. It is not unasual for veteran patients to face a difficult drive over the Costinental

Divide and one or more other mountein passes when traveling to Fort Hamrison for medical care.

} The mountain passes are often closad due to wind and snow. Montana also experiences short days

ducing the winter, which ofien means diiving sfter dark. Because of their advancing 2ge, many
elderly veterans require an attendant or £amily member fo assist them or drive them fo Fort
Harrison for their care. Many times the spouses are elderly and either do not drive at all or cannot
drive at night. Financial need is 2lso a very real problem fir many Montana veterans and their
Gmili ) :

As I am sure you are aware, Helena is the capital of Montana and motels/hotels tend to be more
expensive here than in any other part of the state. It is very possible that when the state
Legislatare is in session, a veteran's family can find no moderately priced rooms, if any are

available. Hnte!fmotdmsts,especisl[yfufmeximdedpaiod, are often well beyond their means.

Mmtana:sﬂ:efmnﬂﬂarg&ststatemthecmmhymﬂzmmoﬂﬂIBSSquarem;!w. Basedon
the 2000 US Census, Montana has 902, 195 residents, of which 107,000 are veterans. With those
figures in mind, one out of every eight residents im Montana is a veteran. Montana ranks 49th in

..pa@naannualmcmneofSZI,SM sa,asywcansee,aMmﬂanaveterm's financial condition is

also a very real problem.

Ofﬂ:eSémmﬁésiuMmaﬂhtmhavebmd@ﬁgnatedasm&ﬁmﬁymdﬁmedmd
more than 80% of Montana's veterans reside more than 50 miles from Fort Harrison. A snapshot

of the distances from the clinics to the Medical Center follows:

City Distance (milcs) City - Distance {miles)
Anaconda o1 Billings 238

Bozemian 9% Glasgowd23

Great Falls 88 Miles City 345
Missonla 115 Kajispell | 196
Sidney 474 : _

A House Is Not A Home Without Family,




TheVAMmmPhaiﬁmSystanapcamdsevuﬂmmshmm&nﬁidhgmﬁw
Medical Center campus for several years. The rooms were frequently used and very much
appreciated by family members. Unfortunately, the bailding wheze those rooms were located was
built in the 1890's and was non-ADA accessible and unfeasible to make it compliant. The
eniryway to this building is multi-level and the existing stairs cannot be feasibly changed to adapt
to a wheelchair ramp. '

FatﬂmﬁsmhasrecmﬂybemupgradedfmmaseimicHTmaseimichme. It was also not
financially feasible to initiate the major and costly seism jc reinforcements needed to bring the
| structure up to 2 seismic I'V rating at an estimated cost of $2 million. In addifion to the seismic
jssues, Building 2 has significant lead-based paint issues. Due to the lead-based paint, earthquake
m@dﬁmmdm‘mmVAMmMmSymmmMmm
In&nepast,theVAMmtmzHeahhweSymhasmm-cthanmccappliedﬁoraﬁsha'ﬂmse
gtmtmmealhwcneedghn#wasdwﬂxﬁﬁmseg:mismintmdedfmhrgsMcéiml .
Centers in urben areas and the grants were not approved. The VA's commitment to Liberty House
is similar to what it would have been for a Fisher House. Fort Harrison will donate an atiractive,
accessible building site near the Medical Center. Adfter the Liberty House has been completed, it
will be donated to the VA Montana Heslthcare System, which will assume responsibifity for
routine maintenance and opesation. o

1t has been medically shown that the presence of a Joved ope assists in the healing process, bt this
valuableaspeetofmismademurediﬁaﬂtbmmofmvd conditions, expenss of botel rooms

and lack of public transportation.
Thank you for your dedication to this worthwhile project.

A House Is Not A Home Withoit Family.
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. Suito 200 (Chinic)

Suite 301 (Voo Reheb)

Great Falls, MT 59405

{406} 761-0179

Kalispell Prisaary Care Clinke

66 Claresnost

Kalispef, MT 59901
WBOGYTST-5980

Miles iy Priwsry Coce: Clinlt smid
Kursing Home

210 8. Wincheser

Mides City MT 55301
(406) T35-3060

October 12, 2004

I Repiy Ricfer To?

. 436/00
Mrs. Jrmz Paul '
i Board of Directors
Liberty House Foundation
PO Box 81, Fort Harrison, MT 59636

Dear Mes. Pank:

Itiswilhpleam'eﬂmtIpepmealetterofmppatfmﬁ:eeﬂmsﬁleh'beﬁwasemedaﬁmis
mﬂﬁngmbehalfufMomm’svmsmdmeh'fmnﬁim Liberty House is a project to
construct a new, one-level building on the campus of the Fort Harrison, Montaa VA Medical
Center. This facility would house family members of hospitalized veterans while their loved ones
are being cared for at the Medical Center.

The Fort Harrison VA Medical Center provides a full range of heatth care services for veterans,
inciuding rheumatology, audiology, neurology, medical cncology, Surgery, urology, COrORArY
angiography, psychiatry, and ambulatory care. In FY(3, the VA Montana Healthcare System
supported over 220,029 patient visits. Of these visits, 116,735 occurred at Fort Harrison. Many
paﬁmtsmreﬁ:redﬁmspwiahywevisitsbythe’rmycare i acrosy the state.
The VA Medical Center provided 14,316 inpatient days of care. The average length of stay for
’mpatimtﬂﬁmFthanisanVAMedi@ICmisé.Zda}x :

The VA National CARES planning data indicates that Montana’s veteran enrollment in VA
services will cootinue to grow untit 2012 and that enrollment projections through 2022 will
remain sipnificantiy higher than current enroliment (se¢ Attachment).

Center.
available. Sa&tyforﬁlﬁeimﬁvidmlsisaisomissue.
Rocky Mountains. }tisndmuaﬂlﬁrvmpﬁsnstobceadifﬁaﬂttﬁvewaﬁw
Continental Divide and one or more other mourdgin § i
medical care. Themumtahpawsareoﬂ:enclosedduetowimlmdmow. Montana also
a:puimowshmdaysdmhgﬁwwimﬂ,whidloﬁenmms&iﬁngaﬁudark Because of their
advmchgage,mmyddalyvmsreqﬁemmdmﬂcﬁmﬂymembamassistﬂmnm
drive them to Fort Harrison for their care. Mmytimaﬁxespmﬁareeidalymdeiﬂwdcnot

drive at ell or cannot drive at night. Enmdalneedis‘alsoava‘yrmlproblanﬁrhdmm

vetersns and their fanilies.

Aslmnsweymaream}lelmaisﬂrempimlforMWmdmmclsfhmdstendtobemae
wqwmsivehaeﬂxminmyo&lapmtofﬁwstatc.kiswrypom'bleﬁxatwhmﬁwStnte
Legislature is in session a veteran can fnd no moderately priced rooms, if any are available.
Mmo&lcoﬂs,spedaﬂyﬁrmmdedpsi@moﬁmmﬂbeymdﬂmkmm&

Serving Morttana's Velerans



Montana is fhe fourfh largest state in the country with 147,138 square miles. Based on the 2000 US

N Censns,Montmahas%Z,l?Sresidansofwhichlm,OODmvetum& With those figures i mind, one out

of every eight residents in Montana is a veteran. Mmmamk_s@‘h:percapimamualinwme of
ﬂl}%muymcmmamvm‘sﬁmcinl condition is also a very real problem.

OfﬁacSéemmﬁmeM&aﬂbntmhavebemdeﬁgnaed'umediwﬂymdﬁmedmdmm
mofmm’svehmsraidemoreﬂmSﬂmilesﬁ-mni’mﬂmﬁson(meAmdlmmt). A snapshot of
ﬁxedistanc&sﬁ'amﬁeﬂinicstoﬂ:ehﬁmlcmafdbws:

Anaconda 91 miles Billings 238 miles
Bozeman ' 96 miles Glasgow 423 miles
Great Falls 88 miles Miles City 345 miles
Missoula 115 miles Kalispell 196 miles
Sidney 474 miles

TheVAMmMHealﬂxmreSystemaperatedscvemlgwstmcminanmth:ilﬁngmﬂleMediaalCerw
campusfm'severalyem's.ﬁeroamswereﬁequmﬂyusedmdverymud&appreciatedbyﬁmﬂymanba-s.
Unfm'nuntely,ﬂlehﬁldhgwha‘cﬁmsermswaelocatedwmﬂtmthe 1890°s and was non-ADA
accessible and unfeasible to make it so. 'Ihemh-ywaytnthishﬁldingis‘mulﬁ-levelandﬁxeacisﬁngstai:s
cannot be feasibly changed to adapt to & wheelchair ramp. Fort Hagrison has recently been upgraded from 2
seismic T to a seismic IV zone. kmmmhﬂymﬂewm&gomajamdcosﬁysdmic
rchfm‘cemmtstobshgitxspmaseisnici\fraﬁngatanwtimatedwstoftwomiliimdollars. In addition
mtheseismicissum,B\ﬁldingzhassigrdﬁmtlead-hesﬁpakﬁissm. Due to the lead-based paint,
mmﬂﬁﬂmmmmmeVAMWMWeSyﬁmhasm&mﬁm
close this Building. o .
InihepmﬁneVAMm}halﬁ:mSﬁanhasmeﬂmnmcenmiiedfcraﬁsimﬂmsegmntm
meetﬂmeneeds,hnﬁwasclwﬂ:atﬁ:mgrmm'mmtmdedﬁrlmgﬁMedimlCmmmmbmm
and the grants were not approved. TheVA’smmitmenttoLibertyHouseissimﬁartowhatitmﬁd
have been for a Fisher House. FmHan-bmwiﬂdmateanaﬂraeﬁve,msiblehﬁldingsﬁemme
Medical Centar. Aﬂa’tbeLihmyHamhashemmpleted,itwmbedmﬂedmﬁwVAMmma
Hﬁmm,mﬁﬁﬂmemwkyﬁrrmﬁncmwmdopmnﬁm.

It has been medically shown that the presence of a loved one assists in the healing process, but this valusble
aweaofmreismdemaediﬁwhmseufﬁavel conditions, expense of hotel rooms and lack of
public transportation.

'{‘hmkymﬁryun'dedmmtothxsmﬁmhﬂemect. If my staff or 1 can provide information or
mmpimammmmmuw?mmﬁmmﬁmw,m“mﬁo,

Sincerely,

JOSEPH M. UNDERKOFLER
Director
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Number of Enrollees By Year

(With % Change from FY 2001)
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