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Natural Resource Subcommittee

DP 6003 - CD Grants Adjustment HB0002 - The executive requests additional federal special
revenue authority from the Community Development Block Grants of $1.5 million each year for
new construction grants. Additionally, the executive is proposing a bienmial appropriation for the
Coal Board for grants to local coal communities of $927,093. Funding for the Coal Board grants
comes from the Coal Severance Tax shared account.

DP 6013 - CD Administrative Costs Adjustments HB0002 - An increase in state special - and
federal special revenue authonty is proposed for administrative costs increases for the following
itemns:
» Restoration of per diem of $2,500 per year
* Increase consultants and professional services of $5,000 per year to retain professional
architects and engineers. These professional provide technical review of the public
facility grant applications and annual updates outlining the state’s community
development needs, and the annual plan to expend federal grant funds as required by
HUD to access CDBG funding
* Increased travel of $5,250 for attendance in HUD training for CDBG staff in Washmgton
D.C. and HUD’s regional headquarters in Denver, Colorado
¢ Increased rent of $2,451 in FY 2006 and $3,709 in FY 2007. An increase of 2 percent a
year required by the lease agreement
¢ Increased expenditures for agency indirect charges of $100,000 per year

Coal Severance Tax shared account for the above DP is $5,675 in FY 2006 and $5.727 in FY
2007.

DP 2314 - Conservation Districts Financial Assistance-BI - The executive requests a $95,431
biennial appropriation from shared coal severance tax for conservation district grants
administrative support. This proposal would increase the department's conservation district
administrative grant program by $50,000 for the biennium and increase the conservation district
grant program for projects and activities by $45,431

DP 2324 Range Position -This request is to fund 1.0 FTE to provide support to the range
resource program. This funding is for personal services and operations. This funding for
this position was eliminated in the 2003 legislative session. The position has been
temporarily funded from Growth through Ag dollars and temporary assistance by the
National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). The request 1s for $ 70,500 per year of
reclamation and development dollars

DP 2325 — Montana Salinity Control Association Funding — This request provides an
increase of $25,000 coal tax shared revenues to the Montana Salinity Control
Association. The association has received support from the department since 1989. This
addition would provide increased operating funds to procure equipment, provide hands-
on educational programs and start new watershed projects.

DP 5620 - Montana Agriculture Development Council Grants - The executive requests
additional state special revenue authority for investments and agricultural development projects in
Montana. The Montana Agriculture Development Council may make investments in projects that
have the ability to increase agricultural development and diversification in Montana. An increase




of $67,877 for the 2007 biennium is requested and would be used to increase the funds available
for additional grants within Montana. Funding is from the coal tax shared account.

Education Subcommittee

DP 2 - Library Federation Support - The executive recommends the use of the coal tax shared
account to provide funding to the Library Federation program in the amount of $56,703 over the

biennium.



