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To Montana State Senators and Representatives,
1-16-05

It is with a great deal of concern that I write asking you to refuse {o atfirm
HB240, SB 199, and HB 259. 1 believe that the people of Montana spoke
concermning homosexual rights in general when we voted for the marriage
amendment act. HB 240 opens the door to the prosecution of the psople of
Montana who verbally express their beliefs and opinions concerning the
social value or non-value of the hornosexual lifestyle. Please observe how
this has been used in other states. People of solid community standing have
been taken to court for speaking their moral convictions. SB 199 essentially
forces us, the people of Montana to accept the sexual choices of people on 2
leve! with religious freedom, establishing homosexuality as equal to and
therefore in conflict with that freedom. There is no question that the goal of
the gay rights movement is to place their agenda in a position that no one
could speak out against it without their “right” to prosecute. This would “m
particular” affect the practice of freedom of religion of those who believe the
gay lifestyle is wrong. HB 259 is simply an end run to circumvent the will of
the people in Montana who voted for the marriage amendment. Please do not
invalidate the vote of the people of Montana. The majority of the people of
Montana who voted their conscience and chose not to validate the
homosexual/lesbian lifestyle would allow their neighbors to live the way they
choose, treating this as it is, a sexual choice between two people in the
privacy of their own place.

Sincerely concerned voter,

William Penniman

Bozeman, Montana



