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KANSAS CITY, Mo. - A federal grand jury issued an indictment Wednesday
that allows prosecutors to seek the death penalty against a Kansas woman
accused of killing an expectant mother and stealing her unborn child.

Prosecutors have not yet decided whether to seek the death sentence for Lisa
Montgomery, 36, of Melvern, Kan., who was indicted on a single count of
kidnapping resulting in death. She will be arraigned next week.

Montgomery is charged with strangling eight-months-pregnant Bobbie Jo
Stinnett, 23, in her Skidmore, Mo., home Dec. 16 and cutting the baby from
her womb.

Authorities said Montgomery then called her husband and told him she had
just delivered a baby girl. The girl survived the attack and is at home with her
father.

U.S. Attorney Todd Graves said he will make a recommendation to a Justice
Department committee about whether to pursue the death penalty in the case.
That panel will then make its own recommendation to the U.S. Attorney
General's office. -
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