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Summary of Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC)

State of Montana
Calendar Year 2003

Need for assessment ;
Statewide, there are three juvenile ethnic/racial groups that meet OJJDP’s 1% threshold
requirement for DMC assessment within the juvenile justice system.

o Hispanic/Latino

© Native American

o Other/Mixed

Results of assessment®

Hispanic Latin

The Hispanic/Latino data for all Hispanic/Latino youth shows no evidence that suggests
DMC exists at arrest through diversion (levels 2-4). Numbers of youth for levels 5
through 10 are likely too small to produce reljable results. .

Juvenile data for Hispanic/Latino males indicates there is over representation of
Hispanic/Latino males at levels 2 (arrest), 3 (referral to juvenile court) and level 5 (secure
detention), and no DMC at level 4 (cases diverted). Numbers for levels 6-10, charges
filed through transfer to adult court are likely too small to be statistically reliablg.

The only lével for Hispanic/Latino females with sufficient data for results likelyé’;;to be
reliable is level 3, referral to juvenile court. The RRI test shows there is likely np DMC
at level 3, referral to juvenile court. :

A BT

- Native American/Alaskan Native

Native American data for all youth shows evidence of overrepresentation at the arrest

level 2, the referral level 3, the secure detention level 5, and at the probation plagement

level 8. There is under representation for Native American juveniles at the diversion
level 4. The RRI test may not be reliable for levels 9 and 10, secure confinement and
transfers to adult court. : ;

The same pattern is displayed for male and female youth except that there likely faren’t
sufficient numbers of female youth for the RRI to be reliable at levels 6-10. The'

" overrepresentation appears more extensive for Native American female juveniles.

Mixed/Other ,
Data for all youth in the Mixed/Other category show overrepresentation at level 2 arrest

and level 3 referral. There is likely no DMC at level 4, diversion. Under representation

is likely at level 5, secure detention. There is not sufficient numbers of youth at levels 6-
10 (charges filed through cases transferred to adult court) for the results to be reliable.

! Results for less than 60 youth are too small for the statistical significance test to_i*;be an
accurate hypothesis test. It is possible that another hypothesis test will yield morg helpful
data. :




All Minority Youth

The combined data for all minority juveniles in Montana shows evidence of m_inority
overrepresentation in juvenile arrests (2) and referrals to juvenile court (3), no DMC for

- diversion (4) and under representation in referrals involving secure detention (5).

Numbers of youth are insufficient to likely be reliable at levels 6-10 (charges filed
through transfer to adult court).
The pattemn appears to hold true for data on all minority males and females except:

* males appear to be under represented at diversion (4) and
¢ there are insufficient numbers of female youth at detention likely to produce
reliable results, :
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