MONTANA

LAW-PAC

November 2, 2000
Linda Vaughey
Commissioner of Political Practices
1205 Eighth Avenue

Helena, MT 59601
RE: Notification of 13-25-225 (1) Omission

Dear Commissioner Vaughey:'

: I am writing to not1fy you of an inadvertent omission of identifying information from a pohtlcal mallmg
made by the Montana Law PAC. As you know, Section 13-25-225 (1), MCA requires that a political
communication by a political committee must include identifying information - the name of the organization,

the name of the treasurer and the address. _ _
Montana Law PAC had the mailing firm of Crounse, Malchow and Schlackman (hereinafter Crounse)

prepare two positive political mail pieces — one outlining positive attributes of Pat Cotter’s candidacy for
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, and one outlining positive attributes of Terry Trieweiler’s candidacy for
~ Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

I noticed, prior to the pieces being printed, that the appropriate information (Paid for by the Montana
Law-PAC, Al Smith, Treasurer, P.O. Box 838, Helena, MT 59624) was not on the pieces. I promptly contacted
Crounse and they relayed to me that they were able to get the information to the printer before the pieces were
printed and that everything was correct. I therefore assumed that we were in compliance with Section 225,

At 1:30 PM today I learned, from someone who received the Trieweiler piece, that “Paid for by the
Montana Law-PAC, Al Smith, Treasurer,” was not on the piece. I immediately contacted Crounse and they

- confirmed that the change had been approved and accepted by the printer, but that the printer had inexplicably
omitted the required information. (See attached fax from Crounse). Crounse is in the process of getting a
written staternent from the printer to ascertain how this information was omitted. Crounse confirmed that the
problem was only with the Trieweiler piece and that the Cotter piece bas the required disclosure information,

The Trieweiler piece was mailed this week, beginning October 31, 2000. I have not yet received a copy
in my office. Montana Law PAC is willing to make any reasonable effort to correct this inadvertent omission
and to comply with Section 225 (1), but do not know what we can do now, as all 125,000 pieces are now either
in the mail or have already been delivered.

We are dismayed that this omission was made, it was inadvertent on our part. We did what we could to
assure compliance with Section 225 (1), but in the end had to rely upon professionals to do the final printing and
mailing. If you require further information or have suggestions as to how we can remedy this omission at this

time, please let me know.
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November 2, 2000

Al Smith
Executive Director
Montana Trial Lawyers Association

32 8. Ewing, Suite 312
P.0.Box 838
Helona, Montana 39624

Dear Al

1 want to apalogize for the missing disclaimer on the mail piece. On the
date you requested the edit to the disclaimer, we contacted the printer and made
sure that they changed the language properly. A fax was sent by the printer to us
with the correct disclaimer. Obviously the pisce was printed without the chanpe
that was made. We have faxed you the copy that the printer faxed us showing the
correct information.  We can have the printer contact you directly as well if you
wish.

Again, [ apelogize for this. Please let me know if I can be of any
assistance to help further resolve this sitwation.

Sincerely,

Jim Croumse

1133 15% Srreet, N'W » Suite 350 * Washingron, DC 20005-2710 + 202/478-7900 = FAX: 202/223-1280
470 Alvarado Street * San Frandsco, CA 94114-3305 » 415/648-2822 » FAX: £15/647-6340
i ‘ www.cmsbesanail.com :
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‘Montana Families?
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Terry Trieweiler is
Protecting Your Privacy.
He's fighting to protect your

right to keep vour financial
and medical records private.?
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Terry Trieweiler
Protects Property Owners.
He wrote the opinion that

assured lower property taxes
for thousands of Montana families.
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Terry Trieweiler is Fighting
for Montana Families.
Terry Trieweiler is an experienced

Supreme Court Justice, fighting for
Montana’s working families.
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Terry Trieweiler

for Chief Justice
Montana Supreme Court



