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ing Your Kids Drug-Frea.".

have had to juggle it with’
other duties;” she said. -
In bider to keep depaties
and police officers, abreast
of the most vecent informa-
tion relating to underage
drinking, the grant applica-
tion requests $4,700 to send
representatives of both - -
departments along with the
part-time coordinator to the
Underage Drinking Laws
national conference and the
Montana Board of Crime.

kshop. 2
0, the grant ap
cludes about §6

to tackle MIP

In her duties as prevention specialist with Boyd 2
nator of Boyd Andrew's MIP program, Tracy'Maseman knows the value of early int
_when it comes to alcohol use by underage :

a child is abusing'diugs and alcohol, -

Staff Bhoingrapher
and coordi- .
envention..

And_rew‘Com'mﬁn'ity Services,

gifs"and boys. Here she shows a guid

td .counselors
andatery.

YMous comments provide
‘Andrew by Parent “who completed e _
Ttion of the MIP sessions: o et
= What did you find most beneficial about this class:
W Stopping to put yolirself in the kids’ positipn - " T
- M Solidifying my own beliefs and tools, that I¢ar-watch for
because [ really didn’t know even though !'thodght we: had a very
open refationship,.;. . - LT
B Telling what behaviors to iook far
to look for to alert o drug use. - ) SR
Question: What if any of the information provided in class
“today will you talk abaut with your child? .. .
W Reinforce how dangerous the chemicals. are for the brain,
repercussions of drug and zlcohol use. .
H Insurance, Iegall’system and long-term effect, conse-
guences.. - o i e :
B Dafs rape drugs, associations with friends.
8 Hoiw fast you can become addicted to meth and ecstasy.
Question: Comments for improving this class? :
W | just wish all kids had to sit through classes like, this —
_should be offered before kids get into trouble: Wish.all parents
had g chance o go through the class — not just when your child

and what paﬁa‘iﬁh'erhalia

* gets into trouble:

Might be 16 make it longer. 'm glad it's mandatory. | think it
iould be kept so. .

m) would go intp more-depth on what signs to iook for when

allow us 10 be efféctive in
enforcement and to dedicate
. resources to it,” Lied_lg said.

T i L o)

“Boyd Andrew typically
“serves about 120 first offend-
ers each year through its -
MIP program, along with
roughly 24 repeat offenders.
During the school yeat, the
school district administers a.

similar program, shouldering -

a significant portion of the

load, -~ .
Since the MIP law wias

adjusted to allow judges to

" order parents to atfend MIP

classes with théir children,.
about'100 parents Have:
bassed through the doi:i;s at

1ut rphonesto keep track of
their children’s wheteabouts

on the children's completion
i _ of the course work'in the -

- a'téenager.on a céll phone  coupt's eyes, biit it’s  sad sit-
. £an ciaim to be one place and uation nonetheless. . 7
" really be another: “Land . “If the parents do;

't come,

.- lines” are a better means to it sends amessage to the ™
eep the lines of communica- kids,” Mosemarsaid, 5"
ion hongst, - o

" Moseman said she would
like 10 see more parents take
this type of interest in'their
children’s mistakes and their

. 'Moseman also encourages
-parents 1o let their children
-tse them as a scapegoat

‘When peer pressure becomes efforts to make amends —
“too diffi_CLLlf; to.bear. She that's what parenthood is all
explains that it's sometimes  abgut, ‘ :

eagier for a teenager to

e “It would be nige if the
decline an invitation to 4 ke

ERNFOrCe i mrF ot Fa i a1

n Ebelt IR Staff Photographer
posted at Friendly's -

A sign
-warns those buying alcchal
.abouit their ID validation
-| - haching, - :

| Friendly's

" continued from 14

alcohol — a situation that local
business owners and law
enforcement officers agree is a
sarious prablem in this commu-
nity. -

In addition, it protects the
employees and business from
legal cansequences that might
accompany the inadvertent -
sale of alcohai ta Underage
customers, said Escovedo. s

. While'the majority of fleris
at the stare have attended
responsible beverage-server:
traiming, Escovedo said a"busi-
ness can'never be too’ cat- -
tioug, "~ . . -
As anradded leyer of pratec-

tion, the business borrowed an
identification verification ~
machine to ensure-that the'[Ds
presented by customers, are -
legitimate. AT

“We get a lot of fake 1Ds!
Escovedo said, explaining that
the majority of those can,ba
weeded out with the nev tach-
nolagy. )

Escovedo said while Friengd-
lI¥'s appreciates business: om
young peopléin'the commitini-
Yy, the store’can do without
minors:trying to buy alcohal.

Also, he hopes the store's
patrons 6f legal age will
respact the efforts the busgi-
ness is taking to make & dent
in the number of yauths cited
for minor in possassion of aleo-
h0|. - A

Lt Dave Jeseritz of th
Helena Police Departmerit
applauds Friendly's effort
' “With the awarengss e
have of this problem going ‘on
Might now, these efforts arewell

Lhali Jeseritz said, | &

Jn line with helping

es célafes. ) L
-+ Officials with &

. juvenile probation office can

take civil action to ensiire
that parents take a1 active .
role in their children's. . .
upbringing, but.generally.
that doesn’t happen until the
Jjuveniles find themselves
entrenched in the court sys-
tem. ——
Moseman is guarded in
her opinion of whether the.
revision to the MIP law relat-
ing to parental involvemént



Fnendly’s Sinclair store manager Rob Escovedo

uses a verification machi

Jon Ebedt /8 Staff Phomgmpher

ne to ensure the authen-

ticity of all alcohol buyers' IDs.

Mlxed
revie!

One year later;

One year since a

- ing with their: off-
spring took affect,
officials are giving
the legislation mixed
reviews.

No one argues -
with the premise
that parents should
be aware of their
children’s behavior
and get involved .
with the solution to
Lewis and Clark -
County’s underage
drinking problem.

-« think it's
tremendously i
1mportant that par-
ents are involved in

their children's.

Jlives,” said Diek

Meeker; chief juve-

nile probation offi-

_ eer for the- gounty.”

“However, critics’
of thelaw: wander if

ly-the proper’ '
method of achxevmg
--that go,al
T can't make an
order T'ean’t - :
enforce.” said City
Cotirt Judge Myron
Pitch recently, . .
_explaining't thathe ' .
doesn't think he has’
-any 1ega1 Junsdlc-' .
fion over the, actwns
- of the parents af -
‘ chlldren wh 'v1k101ate

‘minor in p _sessmn
are procesging. :
~/Becausg the:

‘ough the B

hol possesswn to atten

_Rob Estovedo, store: N
- erg'are attempting 1o lower
-the boom ¢h minors who,

a court order is real— ‘

“twofold. -

ontana coun

officials say MIPA
;.law confusing

By BI\RBWHN BRlGHT
IR Smff Writer

law allowing judges to :
order-the parents of children convicted of alco-
d alcohol abuse counsel— :

Friendly’s 1o
card everynne

By BARBLYNN BRIGHT
IR Staff Writer

" Officiels from Friendly's
Sinclair on 1 {th Avenue

" say the locally owned busi-

ness prides iself o living’
up to its name.

However, employees
there are taking new mea:
sures to show that the
business is extremely

_ unfriendly to underage _}':"
- drinkers.

Accordlng‘to manager

attempt 1o by alcehol at,
thair business oy carding

everybody; regardless ol

age.
it's & preﬂy drastlc step, ..

- but we think it's pretty nec-.

essary; he said.
Escovedo ‘sald the mot\—

' yatioh behind ihe all- |

encompassmg pohcy is

" First, it throw up-road- :

tblocks fof minors wWho:

~want 10 illegally purchase

._i More rmmnw' , page IOA

of the matter is that Lew1s a.nd L

be keepmg pace with”

Montana Buard of Crune Con— L
umpﬂmg that data only recently,
y in commumtleS receiving grant -
OCC no hard and fast sta— -
xist to'back up that i
aver, 1o illustrate wh
en’Tuly 2003 and June

epartment wrote 537 MIP nckets and

clalm

e 2004, the Kalispel

tieh for the number of
(MI'P) cases that 1ts courts

at the BOCC knows s

More MlF, page I UA B
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MIP

" continue from 1A

Pohce Department wrote 537
MIP tickets and the Billings
Police Department wrote 560,
accordmg to BOCC records.

‘In comparison, clerks at
Helena City Court processed

. a'total of 732 MIP cases in
2004, up from the 593 such-
cases that were filed rhe«pre-

_viousyear. -

Staff members at Lems
and Clark County Justice
Court Wltnessed a similar
increase. In'2004, they. .
precessed 342 MIP cases as -

compared with 290 the previ- .

OUS Year. ..
" 'Both courts, r;learly get a.
lot of business from Juvemles
whe chogse, to consume alco- -
hol, but the judges in thase
courts deal with them in d.\f- X
ferent manners.

- Pitch said he never
opposed the everall intent of
the legislation passed in 2003
— 16 stiffen the legal conse-
quences for minors caught

-'censuming ateohol. - .

However, he stated up
front that he wouldn't be
ordering the parents.of Chl]-

- dren‘convicted of MIPgio .
attend counseling begaiise! h
didn't believe in the cohstitu
tionaiity of that asper:t of the
MIP taw,

In fact, Pitch said he
heped that someone would
appeal the law.to the Mon—
tana Supréme Court so tha
judges could get some dir
tion fram the higher judieial

_body, To Piteh's knowledge,
.that challenge bas y et tobe
issued. -

Jewell, on the nther har
elieves it's his duty to carry
out the Jaws created by thé leg-
islgture. If the law cotnes
under fire, he said he’ll change

*"coordinator of Boyd

his miethods as neéded,
".Fhe judge doesn’t know -

- how many tinies he has '

ordered parenis te attend the
"-MIP classes with their chﬂ
dren.

In addition, J eweﬂ has 1n0-
idea haw many parents l:lave
- completed the sessions as -
ordered -— he says it doesn’t
matter because the law pro- .

vides a0 methad for enforc— .

ing it if they don’t. "
In her duties as prevention

specialist with Boyd Andréw ..

Community Services, and

Andrew’s MIP program,
Tracy Moseman knows the
~valug of early intervention
when it comes to aleobol use
" by'underage girls and boys.
"'She says she strives to

“ensure.that children ordered .

- to'atiend the six-hour MIP
__.Drogram as punishment for
their First violation of the
" state’s MIP law, don't wind -

" up coming back for more

intenge eounseling resulting
fmm subsequent violations.

* - The class geared to first
offenders is largely informa-’
“tional; Moseman said, with

** relatively little counseling;
Classes for repeat offenders

- involve chemical dependency -.
: eValuatmns and a,ssoclated

réatment.”
- First offenders learn about
the legal ramifications of

" violating the state’s drlnk.lng :

laws, and explore the spiral -
- of addiction that can be get
intd motion by aicohol abuse.
“We also talk about ¢hoic-
;" Moseman seid, “It's very
Tare we get a kid who hasn’t’
‘been involved in some other
kind of risky behavior‘asso-
ciated with alcohel use” .’

tially devastati.ng behaviors.
go hand-in-hand with alcohol
abuse, she e.xplams :

Brighten your liftle one’s d'ay
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran -

Register now for the 2005- 2006
school year. Classes for 3 & 4 year
olds as well as morning and
afternoon Pre-Kindergatien.

- For enrollment information,

Our Redeetner’s Lutheran Preschacl

with fin-shine at

N

Preschool! '

call 442-7842

1400 Stuart Street

. ¢ passed through thé doors at

" -“she daid:

" “The parents don’t want to be

. Unprotected sex, drinking - .
dnd drivihg and more poten-

luiar phones to keep track of
their children's whereabouts
-— a'teenager on a cell phone
. can claim to be one place and
- réally be another; “Land
- lines” are a’better means ta
__keep the ]mes of oummu.mca-
tion honest.

~Boyd Andrew typically
" serves about 120 first offend-
ers each year throughits
MIP program, along with
roughly 24 repeat offenders.
-During the school year, the
school district administers a
similar program,; shouldering

4 significant portion of the Moseman a]so encou.rages
load. parents to let their children -
- 8ince the MIP 1aw was -use them as a scapegoat,

adjusted to alfow judges to
oder parents to attend MIP
classes with: their children,
about-100 paretits have

- when peer pressure becomes
toa difficult to bear. She
exp]ams that it's somenmes

' easier for a teenager to |

- decline an in¥vitation to akep-

" ger by saying that he or she

s grounded, than to admit to

their friends that the situa-

“tion makes them uncumfnrt—

able.

While parents and chl]dren
do not attend the MIP classes
together, input collected
from both age groups by pro-

© Boyd Andrew for chat réa-

- 501, Mosema.n said. Of those
" parents who dre ordered to
participate in the program,
roughly 7{) percent comply.

© "Mast of the paren_ts are
‘pretty resistant,” she said.

here, but by the time they -
leave, they're saying, ‘Boy, I

. in an anonymous manner to
wish we'd hed ﬂns four years

create a better understand--

age.” “ing of the concerns ﬂf every-
The pareni companent-of- - one involved. St
the MIP p‘rogra.m atBoyd ' - - Moseman said the saddest
- Andrew is limited to twe scenarios to which she hag
hours during which Moseman  been witness are cases in
“attempts to provide the adults  which young first offenders
with an assortment of tools to - successfully complete the
use in their effort to head off - . program, but their parents
alcohol abuse in The1r ch}]dren' don't attend the partion
. beforé it escalates. . pedred to them.- .
. For example, she suggests Such behavior by T.he ‘par-‘ ’

that parents avoid using cel- ents dnesn £ bave an effect :

“Montana Cash 16-32-2

32-36
. Hot Lotto 11- 16 - 23 - 28 - 36 - Hot Bal: 19 ’
‘Power Ball 18 - 21 - 28 49 - 50.- Powerball 16 - Power
Play: §
W;ldCardS 8-12-20- 31 ngHearts
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- enfarcement ¢ component

tnip law, but she points out

gram ceordinators is shared .

on the children's completion
of the ceurse worl in the
court's eyes, but it's a'sad sit-
uation ponetheless. ;| "

“If the parents don't come,"
it sends a messageé to the
“kids," Moseman said,

Moseman said she would
" like to see more parenits take
this type of interest in their
children’s miistakes and their
efforts to mike ameads — -
that's what' parenthood is all
abaut.

“It would be nice if the-
enforcement piece {for the

parents in the mip law) didn't -

have to be there,” she said.
Moseman doesn t have any
apinipn abaut wheiher an

:needs to'be written into the'
that parents' liability for the

children's choices do come
‘inta p]ay as rlsky behavmr

_escalates. |

‘Officials with cmmq
juvenile probation offic
take civil action to ens

‘that parents take an ac
. role-in theirchildren’s

upbringing, but genera
that dgesn’t happen unt
Jjuveniles find themsels
entrenched in thé cour
te:m

Moseman 1s guardec
her opinion of whether
revision to the MIP law
ing to parental invglve:
has been a success.

However, she said 8]
encouraged by what sh
believes is a change in
community’s perceptio

- relating to the seriousr

the implications of und

. dnnkmg in Lewis a.nd [
'Ct:m.n'q.r

' stemier
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