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March 11, 2005

Members Montana House Judiciary Committee

I am the Chairman and CEO of Watkins and Shepard Trucking a Montana based
company. Trucking plays a huge role in Montana’s economy. In 2004, our Montana

- payroll was $12.635, 632 or 54.86% of our total company payroll. We ran 8,291,028

miles on Montana highways, which was only 13.99% of all company miles.

Our number one legislative issue and the Montana Motor Carriers number one
legislative issue in 2005 is the passage of a primary enforcement seat belt law. The
economic cost of the unbelted fatalities and injuries is too high and we need to
reduce that risk. Our company has been forced to have $250,000 per accident
deductibles to keep insurance costs at bay. We need to reduce the risk of accidents
and serious injuries that happen in accidents and the best way to do that is to pass

this bill.

Several States have passed a primary enforcement law and we now have a proven
track record of increasing a State’s safety belt use rate. States with primary laws
have at least 11% higher use of seat belts. Some good example in the Westare '
California, Oregon, and Washington. They have passed primary laws and allare
over 90% belt usage rates. Montana currently has about an 80% rate. -

Here are some facts that need to be understood and considered.

An 11% increase in belt usage would result in over 25 Jess fatalities per year and a
substantial reduction in severe injuries. The financial costs of the fatalities and
injuries are high and drive up health, vehicle, and work comp insurance.

In 2003, almost 70% of Montana fatalities were not wearing a seat beit.
Therefore, 20% of our non-belted drivers are experiencing 70% of the fatalities
and unfortunately, a high percentage of them are teenagers.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration published a report on the
economic impact of crashes for 2000 and found the following: In 2000, safety
belt use saved about $50 billion in medical care, lost productivity, and other
injury related costs, belt non-use cost society about $26 billion.




e Yellowstone County did a study on crashes in their county in 2003 and found

some alarming facts. Unbelted crash occupants were 25 times more likely to die

in a crash and unbelted crash occupants were 7.3 times more likely to require
inpatient hospitalization. The average charge for a belted inpatient was $20,709
and average charge for an unbelted inpatient was $48, 6912. Unbelted crash
occupants accounted for 67% of the total inpatient hospital charges. Those
numbers clearly have a huge economic impact on insurance costs in Yellowstone

County.
o Since the first of the year, there have been 35 fatalities in Montana and 27 have

been because of not wearing a belt.
e The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that the passage of
this bill would save Montana’s $44 million per year.

Why is the trucking industry concerned about the primary enforcement bili? No

matter how much safety we practice, we can only affect 30% of the truck-car

collisions as the passenger vehicle causes 70% of these accidents. We understand

that accidents are going to happen, and we want to make sure that the injuries and
fatalities are kept as low as possible. Passing a primarily enforcement seat beat law
will do more to make our Montana Highway safer than ANYTHING else we know.

We need your help to reduce the costly risk of an accident with an unbelted driver. -

In the last 3 years over 15,000 trucking companies went out of business due to the :5_ -
high cost of liability, health and work comp insurance. We cannot continue to ignore

the social and economic costs of the unbelted user.

Ray Kuntz
Chairman and CEO
Watkins and Shepard Trucking, Inc.
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2003 CRASH FACTS f
o Yellowstone County CODES Project

Failure to “bu‘ckle'up'canafbutes to more fatalities than any other traffic safety related behavior

Compared to belted crash occupants, unbelted crash occupants were 25 times more likely to die in a crash.
likely to require inpatient

Unbelted crash occupants in Yellowstone County were 7.3 times more
nt care than those who were belted.

hospitalization and 2 times more likely to require emergency departme

The average charge for a belted inpatient was $20,709. The average charge for an unbelted inpatient was

$48,692.

Percent of Crash Participants Who Were
Unbelted
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N Unbg}téd_ occupants accounted for 67% of the total inpatient hospital cha:gés for persoqé involved m

crashes.

Drivers in Aicohol Related Crashes
‘ 50+ 15-20
18% , 19%

30-39

15%

Alcohol Related crashes were not wearing a seatbelt.

76% of crash participants involved in
Related crashes accounted for 33% of total hospital charges.

Crash participants involved in Alcobol

Yellowstone County CODES Project
P.O. Box 20982
Billings, MT 59104
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The Honorable Mike Cooney
Montana Senator

Helena, MT 59620-5200

Dear Mr, Cooney:

1 was delighted to hear of your interest in a Primary (Standard) Safety Belt Law for
Montana. Traffic crashes are a leading cause of geath in the United States. Increasinog safety
belt use has tremendous potential for saving lives, preventing Injurics, and reducing the
cconomic costs associated with crashes. Our data clearly indicate strong oscupant protection
laws coupled with high visibility enforcement campaigns are the most effective ways i increase

 As you know, 228 people lost their lives while riding in cars and light trucks in Montana in =
2003, About hallof these lives could have been saved with safety belts. Nearly 70 percentof ..
fatally injured passenget vehicle occupants in Mentana were {cnown to be unrestrained.

Montana has the opportunity 10 become the first State in the Rocky Mountain Region wit
2 Primary Enforcement Belt Law. On average nationwide, Staics that upgrade from Secondary &
10 Primary Safety Belt Laws enjoy 2 use rate gain of 11 percentage points in the first yesar alone.
1f Montana'’s safcty belt use rate was raised 11 percentage points 1o 92 perceat: o

e 25 lives would be saved annually
e 183 serious nonfaal injuries would be prevented cach year
e $44 miltion in economic sevings would be realized annually

$230 billion cach year in medical expenses, lost
productivity, property damags, and related costs. Montana pays 5621 million of these costs.
That is S688 for cvery resident of Montina each year. Roughly 74 perceot of that cost is paid by
citizens not involved in the crashes, Additionally, crashes cost employers more than’

$119 million annually in the State, and about $290 per employee.

Traffic crashes cost the Nation about
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tandard) Safety Beli Law sends 2 lifesaving message (o

- motorists that safety belt use is an important safety issue the State takes seriously. When States
upgrade their laws from Secondary to Primary, dramatic increases in safety belt usc arc ofish
observed. For example, when Alabama and Michigan upgraded their secondary safety belt laws

1o primary, the results were dramatic:

Enactment of a Primary ($

« The safety belt usc rate in Alabama rosc from 58 percent in 1999 to 71 percent in

2000.
= The safety belt use rate in Michigan rose from 70 percent in 1999 10 84 percent in

2000.

Public support is strong for Primary Safety Belt Use Laws. In 2000, 2 national survey of -
6,000 people ages 16 and older was conducted to determine atdnides, knowledge, and reported

behavior regarding occupant protection. The results wers enormously positive:

ation surveyed believed law enforcoment ofBcers

e Overall, 61 percent of the popul
e if they observe only a safety belt violation

should be allowed to stop a vehiel
(primary enforcement).

» Not surprisingly, support for primary enforcement was higher in primary
enforcement States (70 percent). However, even in States with secon
enfarcement, the majority (53 percent) favored primary enforcement.

. Pleass ncceptmy congratulations, and my deep appreciation, for your leadership In this life

. _saving effort. Be nssured that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is eagerto -
" bélp in any way. Mr. Bill Watada, Acting Regional Administrator for the Rocky Moantain -

Colorado, can be reached at (720) 963-31 00. He and his staff will be bappy

"“Réglon in Denver, :
oo to provide whatever tcchnical assistance you nesd 2s you continue your efforts to save lvesand
;" pievent injuries in Moatana. B
Sincersly yours,
= 72
Jebfrcy W, Runge, M.D.
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