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Madame Chair and Members of the Commitiee,

For the record, I am Scott Crichton, Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Montana, here today to voice opposition to SB 2.

The founders of this nation were very clear when they created these United States. As author Susan
Jacoby describes in her book Free Thinkers, Madison and Jefferson found coalition to create the
world’s first secular government. That is clearly reflected in the first sixteen words of the first
amendment in our Bill of Rights. “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” reflecting the concerns of the rationalists to have
government free from religion and evangelicals who wanted to protect their free exercise of their own
religions.

James Madison, in a letter written objecting to the use of government land for churches, wrote in
1803 that “the purpose of separation of church and state is to keep forever from these shores the
ceaseless strife that has soaked the soil of Europe in blood for centuries”. Madison’s wisdom is
indisputable as we look back in history and as we view the world today.

Nowhere in our constitution do we find mention of God.

There is clarity however in Article VI, Clause 3, when it affirms that legislators, members of the
executive and judicial branches, of the federal and state governments, “Shall be bound by Oath or
Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.” (emphasis added.)

At this time in history, when we are clearly a divided people, it seems unwise for public elected
officials to accentuate our differences. That is exactly what would happen were this bill to become
law.

Everyone has a right in this country to believe in whatever religion they wish, or to believe in no
religion at all. It should make no difference as to their standing in the eyes of the government.

If there is a need to promote mottos, why not something that is aimed at including everyone? For
example, “United We Stand” or the Latin motto suggested by the first Great Seal committee in 1776,
well known to literate Americans of the 18™ Century "E Pluribus Unum". The preferred English
translation is; "Out of many, one."

I urge you to vote DO NOT PASS on SB 2.
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