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RE; HB 384

Representative Noennig:

A majority of the Gallatin Courity Comumissioners stand in opposition to HB 384 We have begn appointing individuals 1o
sepve on the Gallatin Rigld Airport Authorify Board for many years. This process has worked very well, as is evidenced by
ihe success of the airport and the general aviation area. [ tact, the Board has not asked for the Z mills (approximately
$300,000 per year) they have the aithority to ask for overa decade.

The Board operates under the same statutes that alt cther Boards and Conmnissions operate ~ il Open SCISICNS, allowing for
public comment and attendance by any inderested pariy. Any member of the public is weltome to cormment on ary and all
decisions made by the Board such as feas that are setand rental agreemants,

The County Comirission takes the appointments o this beard very seriously, We take the time to inferview each applicant
for vacant posifions on this board, something that we rarsty do for any orher koard. Our goal and priority s to appoint
individuals with: experience and interest in fhe field of acronautics and aviation managerent. We strive to appoirt those
not politicaily or single-agenda motivated, but those that are intsrested i serving the region as a whele and thos who
hold the entire missicn of the Board as valuable. Apponfment 1o the Alrport Autnority boards aflows Commissioners o
ensure that those individuals making the decisions aré of business backgrounds with busiress mindssts, and this is cruial
1o the efficiency and success of the airport operat:ons.

Galluin Field serves a huge group of private, public and commercial interests Srom throughout the United States, all
funneling {hrough & powertul gateway into southwest Momntana in particular and the vorfuern Rocky Moantains and
plains in general. Gallatin Field is the fastest growing regional airport in the sate. No single ciass of user 1s nor shouid be
unduly mfluenial, 1t is a rare jewel serving all Montanans, ard manv. many more — a truly economic and cultural
“angine” second to none. “sraleeholders” in this airfield go way beyond the borders of Gallatin County. Mo less than five
tnajor internetional angd sational airline tubs directly and efficiently Funne! sitizess from all nations into this region.
Politicization, self-interest, inefficiency and user-myopia must not be allowsd to darken a bright and shining spot in the
Montana ecanoty. : :

Please lake into consideration cur strong opposition to the passage of HB 534. Thisisa self-serving bill that will benefita
few at the expense of many. We cannot risk this very important beard falling mfo the hands of local politics rather thau
experienced, professional rhembars representing the best interests of not onlv Gallatin County, but also thie entire region.

Sincerely,




